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TOUR INFORMATION

This 23 day tour  visits some of PNG’s 
best birding spots  where we would 
expect to see a number of species of 
spectacular Birds of Paradise plus a great 
s u p p o r t i n g c a s t o f N e w G u i n e a 
specialties. 
This area also has a number of options for 
exploring the fascinating cultural side of 
New Guinea for those interested. 

This tour starts and ends in Port 
Moresby. 
• Costs will include: 

22 nights accommodation, meals as 
per the itinerary only, airport transfers 
within Papua New Guinea, transport 
including driver and fuel where 
required, site fees and local guides. 

• Costs do not include:  
Drinks, snacks, visas, laundry and items 
of a personal nature.  

DIFFICULTY 
Distances are not great but there is some 
rough walking up steep and often muddy 
tracks involved. Flights in and out of 
Tabubil, Mt Hagen and Tari can be 
affected by weather conditions especially 
during the wetter months of the year 
though rain can occur at any time.  During 
the winter it can get very cold especially 
around Mount Hagen as the elevation of 
the lodge is 2600m. 
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ACCOMMODATION 
Accommodation in Port Moresby, Tabubil & Kiunga is in 
comfortable western style hotels. Kwatu Landowner Lodge is 
a very basic lodge made of local materials with pit toilets and 
bush showers. There is no electricity available at Kwatu so its 
advisable to bring portable chargers or extra batteries at this 
location. Kwatu’s position in the midst of old growth 
rainforest make up for any discomfort. Kumul Lodge is a 
more upmarket than usual landowner lodges made of local 
materials. The rooms have private bathrooms. And…. there is 
electricity as long as the generator is working. 

Rondon Ridge & Ambua Lodge are comfortable lodges with 
western style facilities. Makara Lodge is a basic landowner 
lodge. The rooms are small and the walls thin, but it does 
allow access to high altitude birds at a reasonable price. 

Crested Berrypecker

Emperor Bird of Paradise

Blyth’s Hornbill



BEN BLEWITT 
Ben has been interested in natural history from an early age. After 
completing a degree in Applied Science specialising in wildlife 
biology he moved to north Queensland and worked as a field 
biologist with CSIRO researching the Northern Bettong and other 
mammals. He also worked as a consultant ecologist on various 
projects as part of environmental impact studies and came to know 
the natural history of the area very well. In the early 90’s he became 
involved in nature tourism, leading walking tours in the Daintree 

rainforest. 

This led to many guiding positions including 4 years of nocturnal wildlife tours and a season as the head 
naturalist at Lotus Bird Lodge on Cape York.  Ben is a passionate birder and experienced naturalist with a 
professional yet relaxed approach to guiding.  He set up the very successful Cassowary Tours in 2004. In 
2012 he decided to  opt out of the administrative side of things and concentrate once again on consultancy 
work. He has now returned to Far North Queensland and will be available to lead tours for Cassowary Tours 
and Sicklebill Safaris in the coming seasons.
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ABOUT YOUR GUIDE

TOUR PRICE AND INFORMATION (GROUP OF 6)

TOUR DURATION: 
22 Nights, 23 Days 

LAND COST:  
AUD$15,935 per person Twin Share 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  
AUD$1780.00 per person 

FLIGHTS:  
These are in addition to the land cost and will depend on 
your point of origin.  Domestic flights are currently 
around AU$2000.00 per person 

GROUP SIZE: 
6 Clients + Guide 

Brehm’s Tiger Parrot
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ABOUT THE BIRDING AREAS

Ribbon-tailed Astrapia Brown Sicklebill

VARIRATA & PAU PONDS 
Varirata National Park on the Sogeri plateau 
above Port Moresby is a great place for birding  
with a number of different habitats being home to 
a large variety of pigeons, parrots and kingfishers. 
The lek tree for Raggiana BoPs often allows great 
photographs of these iconic birds. 

The ponds at the Pacific Adventist University in Port 
Moresby, offer an excellent introduction to New 
Guinea birding and have many species, such as 
Fawn-breasted Bowerbird and Spotted 
Whistling Duck, which are also found in Far 
Northern Australia.  

TABUBIL 

A mining town in the Star Mountains where the 
only road winds its way down to Kiunga. Shovel-
billed Kingfisher and Carola’s Parotia are 
amongst the target birds here. 

KIUNGA AND KWATU - ELEVATION 30M TO 50M 
Kiunga has grown up as a river port on the banks of 
the mighty Fly River. Barges carry out all the copper 
ore which comes down from Tabubil for export and  
bring in all the necessities of life from Port Moresby. 
Hot and humid it is surrounded by lowland 
rainforest. While there are some roads into the 
forest for a short distance the river is still the main 
thoroughfare. We will travel up to Kwatu which is in 
the heart of unspoilt old growth rainforest and 
where some of the shyest and rarest birds in New 
Guinea including White-bellied Pitohui and New 
Guinea Flightless Rail can still be seen. Starry and 
Wallaces Owlet Nightjars can be seen nearby 
with luck at night   

Kiunga Guest House is a western motel style 
establishment. Kwatu is a very basic landowner 
lodge built of local materials with bush showers 
and a pit toilet but its situation on the forested 
banks of the Elevala River makes it well worth a 
visit. 

Flame Bowerbird



SICKLEBILL  
SAFARIS

ABOUT THE BIRDING AREAS

Raggiana Bird of Paradise

AMBUA LODGE - TARI 
A comfortable lodge near Tari in the Southern 
Highlands. A world class birding area and another 
chance to see the high-altitude species such as 
Black and Brown Sicklebill, Blue BoP. Princess 
Stephanie’s BoP, a variety of tiger-parrots etc. 
While the area around the lodge is forested the Tari 
Gap an area of heathland where Papuan Harrier, 
Long-tailed Shrike, Brown Quail and Papuan 
Grassbird can be found. 

MAKARA BIRDVIEW LODGE - TARI 
A basic landowner lodge near Tari in the Southern 
Highlands. The rooms are small and the walls very 
thin hospitality is generally good and it has an 
excellent guide in residence.   Situated just 
down the road from Ambua it lacks its comfort but 
offers most of the same birds at a more affordable 
pricing system.

RONDON RIDGE - ELEVATION 2300M+ 
A comfortable lodge owned by the same company 
as own Ambua. There is some interesting birding 
around the area and feeders have been set up to 
attract Birds of Paradise. It is near Mt Hagen about 
1 hours drive from Kumul. A hike up well 
maintained trails to higher elevations may produce 
goodies like Black Sicklebill. 

KUMUL LODGE - ELEVATION BETWEEN  

1700M & 2861M DEPENDING ON LOCATION 
This area has many but not all of the birds found at 
the perhaps more famous Ambua plus a few 
different ones. It lacks the really high-altitude 
species such as Lawes Parotia , Princess 
Stephanie’s Bird of Paradise and Black Sicklebill 
but has most of the other Tari goodies at a fraction 
of the cost. It is arguably the best place for 
photography in New Guinea as 2 species of Birds 
of Paradise, Brown Sicklebill and Ribbon–tailed 
Astrapia are regulars to the feeders there. It is also 
possible to find at least one member of each of 
PNGs endemic families.. 

Kumul Lodge is a comfortable landowner Lodge 
made from local materials but with en suite 
bathrooms.

Blue Bird of Paradise
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PNG HIGHLIGHTS TOUR PLAN

Day 1 – Wednesday 29th May  
Arrive Port Moresby and clear customs transfer to hotel. What can be 
done with the rest of the day depends on arrival time.  

Accommodation: Citi Service Apartment 
Meals included: Dinner 

Day 2 – Thursday 30th May 
Take the morning flight to Tabubil- home of the Carola’s Parotia and 
Shovel-billed Kingfisher. Meet with guide on arrival and transfer to 
hotel to drop bags. Afternoon spent exploring the local area. 

Accommodation: Cloudlands 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 3 – Friday 31st May 
Full day exploring the Tabubil area. 

Accommodation: Cloudlands 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 4  - Saturday 1st June 
Take the long winding road down to Kiunga in the Fly River lowlands. 
Bird along the way. 

Accommodation: Kiunga Guest House 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 5 – Sunday 2nd June 
Full day exploring around Kiunga. Early morning for Greater Bird of 
Paradise lek and then around and about for the other Kiunga specials. 

Accommodation: Kiunga Guest House 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 6 – Monday 3rd June 
Take the boat up to Kwatu. Leave before dawn for early morning on the 
river. King Bird of Paradise, 12 wired Bird of Paradise, Southern 
Crowned Pigeon, Papuan Pitta and a wealth of Kingfishers. 

Accommodation: Kwatu 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 7 – Tuesday 4th June 
Full day exploring Kwatu Flame Bowerbird, New Guinea Flightless 
Rail and at night Starry and Wallace’s Owlet Nightjars. 

Accommodation: Kwatu 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 8 – Wednesday 5th June 
Return To Kiunga. 

Accommodation: Kiunga Guest House 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Golden Myna

Blue-capped Ifrit

Brown-headed  
Paradise-Kingfisher

Southern Crowned Pigeon



SICKLEBILL  
SAFARIS

PNG HIGHLIGHTS TOUR PLAN (CONT.) 
Day 9 – Thursday 6th June 
Transfer to airport for flight to Mt Hagen. Met by staff of Kumul Lodge. 
The lodge feeders draw in Ribbon-tailed Astrapia, Brown Sicklebill, 
Smoky Honeyeater and Brehm’s Tiger Parrot  and it is worth 
spending an afternoon watching. 

Accommodation: Kumul Lodge 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day  10 - Friday 7th June 
Full day exploring the Kumul area. Representatives of all the PNG 
endemic families can be found in this area . Morning will be spent away 
from the lodge where Lesser, Blue, Magnificent and King of Saxony 
BoP can often be found. Afternoon will be spent closer to home. 

Accommodation: Kumul Lodge 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 11 – Saturday 8th June 
Full day exploring the Kumul area following the same pattern as the 
previous day. There are some great orchid gardens around Kumul. 

Accommodation: Kumul Lodge 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 12 – Sunday 9th June 
Transfer to Rondon Ridge where Wattled Ploughbill and Mottled 
Berryhunter are usually  easier to find here. 

Accommodation: Rondon Ridge 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 13 – Monday 10th  June 
Take the TNT charter over to Ambua Lodge and bird the lodge 
grounds. 

Accommodation: Ambua Lodge 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 14 – Tuesday 11th June 
Early morning in the lodge grounds then transfer to Makara landowner 
lodge which is just up the road. 
Tari is home to the Huli wigmen and it is possible to arrange a singsing 
if desired. The  lodge is run by ex-Ambua guide Benson.  

Accommodation: Makara 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 15 – Wednesday 12th June 
From the heathland and moss forest of the high altitude  Tari gap to the 
lower level forests and farmlands Tari has  around 13 species of Birds of 
Paradise and a huge variety of other birds. 

Accommodation: Makara 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Raggiana Bird of Paradise

Belford's Honeyeater

Crested Satinbird

King of Saxony  
Bird of Paradise
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PNG HIGHLIGHTS TOUR PLAN (CONT.)

Day 16 – Thursday 13th June 
Full day exploring the Tari area. 

Accommodation: Makara 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 17 – Friday 14th June 
Take the flight back to Port Moresby and an afternoon trip to the PAU. 

Accommodation: Citi Service Apartment 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 18 – Saturday 15th June 
Full day exploring Varirata National Park where there is a great 
Raggiana lek tree and a great supporting avifauna including a variety of 
pigeons, doves, parrots and kingfishers plus  Chestnut backed Jewel 
Babbler, Slender billed Cuckoo Dove, Painted Quail thrush, Green 
backed Gerygone and lots more. 

Accommodation: Citi Service Apartment 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 19 – Sunday 16th June  
Second morning exploring Varirata National Park. Transfer to airport for 
flight to Lae. 

Accommodation: Crossroads Motel 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 20 – Monday 17th June  
Take early flight from Lae to Wasu for the start of your Huon adventure. 
The Huon has a number of endemic birds such as Huon Astrapia, 
Emperor BoP and Huon Bowerbird and it has only recently become 
safe to travel there again. It has a lot of old growth forest and a range of 
height bands and is ripe for exploration. 

Accommodation: Wasu 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 21 – Tuesday 18th June  
Full day exploring the Huon Accommodation here is in a basic tented 
camp up in the mountains. 

Accommodation: Wasu 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 22 – Wednesday 19th June 
Full day exploring the Huon. 

Accommodation: Wasu 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Day 23 –  Thursday 20th June 
Take the early flight back to Lae and then to Port Moresby in time to 
take late afternoon flights out. Depending on you flight  destination it 
may be necessary to overnight  in Port Moresby this night. 

Meals included: Breakfast 

Golden Monarch

Large Fig Parrot

Orange-billed Lorikeet

Papuan Frogmouth
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FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND THIS TOUR

Further information about this tour will be sent to 
people once registration is confirmed. This 
includes: 

• General information for travellers to Papua New 
Guinea 

• Contact list  
• Visa forms  

Tour Inclusions and Exclusions - The tour fee 
is in AUD and is based on twin occupancy. Cost 
includes accommodation, transfers (within Papua 
New Guinea), meals as per the itinerary, site fees, 
guide services & bird list. Flights are given as a 
separate cost and this is not guaranteed until 
booked and paid for.  

The fee does not include airport taxes, visa fees 
(you will need to check your visa requirements for 
Papua New Guinea), drinks, meals before starting 
the tour, optional tips to local drivers and guides, 
phone calls, laundry, or other items of a personal 
nature. 

Tour Registration – To register for this tour, 
complete the enclosed Registration/Release and 
Indemnity form and return it with a deposit of 
AU$500.00 per person. If registering by phone, a 
deposit must be received within fourteen days, or 
the space will be released. Full payment of the 
tour fee is due 120 days out from the tour start 
date. 

Cancellation Policy – Refund of deposit and 
payment, less AU$100 handling fee and airfares if 
already purchased, will be made if cancellation is 
received up to 120 days before departure. If 
cancellation occurs between 119 and 70 days 
before the departure date, 50% of the tour fee is 
refundable. Thereafter, all deposits and payments 
are not refundable as we will have to pay in 
advance for services. 

This policy only applies to payments made to 
Sicklebill Safaris for the tour (and any services 
included in those fees). Airline tickets not included 
in the tour fee and purchased separately often 
carry penalties for cancellation or change, or are 
sometimes totally non-refundable. Additionally, if 
you take out trip insurance the cost of the 
insurance is not refundable, so it is best to 
purchase the policy just prior to making full 
payment for the tour or at the time you purchase 
airline tickets, depending upon the airlines 
restrictions. 

The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to 
departure, in which case full refund will constitute 
full settlement to the passenger. The right is 
reserved to substitute another guide for the 
original one. Where this is necessary, notification 
will be given to tour members, and they will have 
the right to cancel their participation and receive a 
full refund. 

Trip Cancellation and Emergency Insurance 
- We strongly recommend you consider 
purchasing comprehensive trip insurance, which 
includes trip cancellation, loss or damage to 
baggage and property, missed flights and also 
medical insurance (including a medical evacuation 
option), to cover your investment in case of injury 
or illness to you or your family prior to or during a 
trip. Because we must remit early (and substantial) 
tour deposits to our suppliers, we cannot offer any 
refund when cancellation occurs within 70 days of 
departure, and only a partial refund from 70 to 
119 days prior to departure (see CANCELLATION 
POLICY). 
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When making a decision regarding health 
insurance you should consider that many foreign 
doctors and hospitals require payment in cash 
prior to providing service and that a medical 
evacuation to your home country may cost well in 
excess of AU$50,000. Uninsured travellers who 
require medical care overseas often face extreme 
difficulties. When consulting with your insurer prior 
to your trip, please ascertain whether payment will 
be made to the overseas healthcare provider or 
whether you will be reimbursed later for expenses 
that you incur.  

You are strongly advised to take out personal, 
health, baggage and holiday insurance before 
travelling. Please note Sicklebill Safaris/PNG 
Holidays does not accept responsibility or liability 
for any acts, omissions or defaults of service 
providers such as airlines, hotels, sightseeing, 
transfer, vehicle car hire services, or cruise lines 
and the like, whether negligent or otherwise, or for 
your acts, omissions, defaults, conduct, state of 
health, conditions or other circumstance or for any 
events beyond Sicklebill Safaris/PNG Holidays’ 
control. We will prepay your tour in advance and 
are happy to provide documentation for insurance 
purposes to prove we have paid for these services 
but will be unable to reimburse you ourselves. We 
will have paid the money you paid us out in good 
faith and will no longer have it at our disposal to 
refund you. 

Responsibility – For and in consideration of the 
opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour 
participant and each parent or legal guardian of a 
tour participant who is under 18 agrees to release, 
indemnify, and hold harmless Sicklebill Safaris, its 
agents, servants, employees, shareholders, 
officers, directors, attorneys, and contractors as 
more fully set forth in the Release and Indemnity 
Agreement on the reverse side of the registration 
form.  

Sicklebill Safaris acts only as an agent for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, 
motorcar, motorcoach, boat, airplane, or other 
means, and assumes no liability for injury, damage, 
loss, accident, delay, or irregularity caused by 
defect in such vehicles or for any reason 
whatsoever, including the acts, defaults, or 
bankruptcies of any company or person engaged 
in conveying the passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the tour. Sicklebill Safaris accepts 
no responsibility for losses or additional expenses 
due to delay or changes in air or other services, 
sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other 
causes. The tour participant shall bear all such 
losses and expenses. Sicklebill Safaris reserves the 
right to substitute hotels of a similar category for 
those indicated and to make any changes in the 
itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by 
changes in air schedules. Sicklebill Safaris reserves 
the right to decline to accept or to retain any 
person as a member of any tour. Baggage is at 
owner’s risk entirely. 

Participants should be in good health and 
should consult a physician before undertaking a 
tour. If you have questions about the physical 
requirements of a tour, please contact our office 
for further information. Participants should prepare 
for the tour by reading the detailed itinerary, the 
information bulletin, and other pertinent matter 
provided by Sicklebill Safaris. Each participant is 
responsible for bringing appropriate clothing and 
equipment as recommended in our bulletins. 

THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE 
DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO THE ABOVE 
CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND 
EACH PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR 
PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN 
AND DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY 
AGREEMENT AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION. 

FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND THIS TOUR


