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Magnificent Bird of Paradise

The Indonesian provinces of West Papua and 
Papua are the less visited western half of the island of 
New Guinea and make up the West Papuan region. 
Like PNG the land is predominantly steep, with 
rugged mountains and hot humid lowlands, mainly 
associated with the Mamberano and Fly Rivers and 
their tributaries. Although the climate is generally hot 
and humid in the lowlands there are still remnants of 
the great Pleistocene ice cap on top of Mt Idenburg 
and Mt Carstenz. 

Formerly known as West Irian or Irian Jaya this area 
was claimed by the Netherlands as part of the Dutch 
East Indies in 1843. It was annexed by Indonesia in 
1960 much to the dismay of many of the local 
Melanesian people who objected to the resettlement 
of large numbers of Javanese on their traditional 
tribally owned lands. A violent separatist movement 
the OPM - working for an independent Papuan State 
grew up and has been very active, inciting riots and 
even kidnapping European and Indonesian 
researchers in the Baliem valley.  

In 1998 Indonesian started governmental reforms 
and Papua and other Indonesian provinces were 
granted greater regional autonomy. In 2001 Papua 
was granted “special autonomy” status though how 
well implemented this has been is arguable. In 2009 
the region was split into two provinces having been 
previously administered as one. West Papua is now 
considered to consist of the Birds Head Peninsula and 
the western islands. Papua is the rest. 

Like PNG the population of West Papua consists of 
a number of small clans each with their own 
languages and customs. Many of these clans are 
restricted to a single valley and some have died out 
with their languages in historical times. Until the 
arrival of the Europeans most people lived in a stone 
age society. Most people are nominally Christian 
though many still also follow traditional beliefs. 
Muslims now make up just over 20% of the 
population largely due to the immigration of 
Javanese. 

A mummified, smoked ancestor



This 26 day birding tour to the Indonesian side of 
New Guinea is a great chance to visit some of the 
worlds premier birding locations in search of New 
Guinea’s spectacular birds with one of New Guineas 
best known and most experienced bird guides.  

Visiting several sites with different habitats we expect 
to see a number of species of beautiful Birds of 
Paradise plus a great supporting cast of New Guinea 
specialities 

This tour starts and ends in Biak and ends in 
Sorong. 

• Costs will include: 
25 nights accommodation, meals as per the 
itinerary, airport transfers within West Papua, 
transport including driver and fuel, site fees, local 
guides & guide services of the tour leader. 

• Costs do not include: 
Drinks, snacks, visas, laundry and items of a 
personal nature.  

Domestic Papuan flights will be an additional cost. At 
present we are looking at around  $700.00 per 
person. 

DIFFICULTY 
This is not an easy tour but is an unusually rewarding 
one to a still poorly-known area. Participants need to 
have a good fitness level as there are some fairly 
strenuous hikes, particularly in the Arfaks. Be aware 
that accommodation includes mountain campsites 
and local landowner lodges so it is not always as 
comfortable as it can be on easier tours. It is however 
a great tour and a wonderful destination, where we 
hope to find a good portion of the 50+ West Papuan 
endemics including Arfaks Astrapia, Western Parotia, 
Long-tailed Paradigalla and maybe Splendid Astrapia, 
plus a large number of other New Guinea endemics 
as well. 

 ACCOMMODATION 
The standard of accommodation varies from fairly 
basic landowner lodges in the more remote areas - 
even camping at Lake Habbema - to regular stops at 
comfortable western style hotels with ensuite 
bathrooms. At many places we stay they use the 
Indonesian bath or mandi, which is not a bath where 
you immerse yourself but rather you soap yourself up 
beside the bath and then use the scoop provided to 
wash away the soap more in the manner of a hand 
held shower. 

TOUR INFORMATION
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Wilson’s Bird of Paradise

Lake Habbema



TOUR DURATION: 
25 Nights, 26 Days 

LAND COST:  
USD$11,585.00 per person twin share  

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  
USD$1,330.00  

FLIGHTS:  
Domestic flights within West Papua are likely to 
be approximately an additional USD$700.00. 
We will book them for you to make sure 
everyone is travelling together. 

GROUP SIZE: 
6 Clients + Tour Guide 

‣ Please note that these costs are based on 
current exchange rates and any major 
changes will necessitate re-costing.

TOUR PRICE & INFORMATION (GROUP OF 7)
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ABOUT YOUR GUIDE

PHIL GREGORY 
Phil has been interested in birds since the demise of the steam trains 
when he was about 11. Born in Southampton, England he first came 
to Australia in 1977, but got side-tracked, and spent the next twenty 
years living and birding in Nigeria, Zambia, the Falkland Islands and 
Papua New Guinea. 
He is a well-known tour leader, working for Field Guides Inc. and 
Sicklebill Safaris, and is one of Australia’s foremost birders. He is also 
one of the most experienced New Guinea guides with many tours 
led there ever since 1998. 

His has recently published Birds of New Guinea, the Bismarck Archipelago and Bougainville by Lynx Edicions, and 
is now working on a monograph on Birds of Paradise and Bowerbirds for Helm.   He has also written species and 
family accounts for three volumes of the Handbook of the Birds of the World, and is involved as an advisor with the 
IOC and their World Checklist and Recommended English Names of Birds projects. 
Special interests include field identification, vocalisations, taxonomy and bird distributions. He has been guiding 
occasionally since his African days, and became full time in 1998 when he side-stepped the joys of being an 
international school principal which he found was seriously impeding his birding. He now leads several tours a 
year in the Pacific Region, Asia and Africa.

Brown SicklebillRed Bird of Paradise
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ABOUT THE BIRDING AREAS

BIAK AND NUMFOR 
These are both islands in Cenderawasih (Geelvink) 
Bay to the north of the West Papuan mainland. Biak is 
the largest island in a small archipelago and is 
surrounded by coral atolls and reefs which has made 
it attractive to divers. They are also attractive to 
birders with many distinctive endemics species 
including Biak & Numfor Paradise Kingfishers and 
Biak Monarch. Unfortunately there has been a great 
deal of habitat destruction on the islands and the 
numbers of some key species are critical. Biak has 
long been a tourist destination and a number of very 
pleasant hotels can be found here. 

JAYAPURA AND NIMBOKRANG 
Situated in the north east of West Papua close to the 
border with PNG lies the bustling town of Jayapura 
and nearby Sentani where a number of wetland birds 
can be seen around Sentani lake. Inland from 
Jayapura, the foothills of the Cyclops Mountains 
provide an area of still relatively untouched lowland 
rainforest where Pale-billed Sicklebill, the 
crepuscular Hook-billed Kingfisher and a host of 
parrots, doves and other Kingfishers can be found. 
This area is usually hot and often wet. While Jayapura 
has some good hote ls accommodat ion at 
Nimbokrang is much more basic. 

SNOW MOUNTAINS 
Part of the Western Ranges the Snow Mountains 
provide the highest peaks in New Guinea many rising 
to over 4000m including two with permanent snow 
caps! Between the mountains lie wide valleys 
including the Baliem valley which was only discovered 
in 1938 by Richard Archbold. It is famous as the home 
of the fierce Dani people who when found were living 
a stone age existence as fierce war-like cannibals in 
neat villages surrounded by green fields.  
They are still only gradually accepting western ideals 
and are still often seen wearing only a grass skirt or 
penis sheath in local markets or in their sweet potato 
gardens even in the freezing early mornings. The 
main town here is Wamena and from here the drive 

up to Lake Habema is through forested hills. The high 
altitude grasslands surrounding Lake Habema are 
home to Macgregor’s Honeyeater - originally 
thought to be a Bird of Paradise, Snow Mountain 
Quail, Snow Mountain Robin and Western Alpine 
Mannikins while the nearby cloud forest have 
Mountain Mouse warbler, Lesser Melampitta and 
Painted Tiger Parrots while the lakes and streams 
host Salvadori’s Teal. As there is no accommodation 
available in this area we will be camping. 

THE ARFAKS 
On the Birds Head peninsula in the west of mainland 
New Guinea this rugged mountain area is home to a 
number of montane endemics including Arfak 
Astrapia, Long-tailed Paradigalla, Western Parotia, 
Black-billed Sicklebill and Vogelkop Bowerbird. It 
is an area of steep mountainsides and to see the 
bird’s steep trails must be negotiated but the rewards 
are great. Accommodation here is in a basic village 
guest house. The Arfaks are usually wet. 

THE RAJAH EMPATS 
These are the islands of the western end of mainland 
New Guinea. Accessed by boat from Sorong they are 
home to Wilson’s and Red Bird of Paradise plus 
Red-billed Brush-turkey and Western Crowned 
Pigeon. Pleasant local accommodation is available. 

King of Saxony Bird of Paradise
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INDONESIAN NEW GUINEA TOUR PLAN
Day 1 – Friday 5th July 2019 
Arrive in Biak. Birding around Biak looking for Biak Paradise Kingfisher, 
Yellow-bibbed and Claret-breasted Fruit-Doves, Spice Imperial Pigeon, 
Biak Red Lory, Biak Coucal, Long-tailed Starling and more. 

Accommodation: Biak 
Meals included: Lunch & Dinner 

Day 2 – Saturday 6th July 2019 
Full day birding Biak. 

Accommodation: Biak  
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 3 – Sunday 7th July 2019 
Travel to Numfor. Birding on Numfor. The key birds here will be Numfor 
Paradise Kingfisher and other Geelvink Bay endemics perhaps including 
Numfor (Island) Leaf Warber.  

Accommodation: Numfor 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 4 – Monday 8th July 2019 
Birding Numfor and then back to Biak. 

Accommodation: Biak 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 5 – Tuesday 9th July 2019 
Fly Biak to Jayapura  (Sentani) and travel up to Nimbokrang. 

Accommodation: Nimbokrang 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 6 – Wednesday 10th July 2019 
Birding Nimbokrang. Here we hope to see Greater Black Coucal, 
Variable, Hook-billed, Shovel-billed and Blue-black Kingfishers,  
Papuan Nightjar, Streaked Honeyeaters, Dwarf Koel, White-faced 
Catbird,  Jobi Manucode and Pale –billed Sicklebill. 

Accommodation: Nimbokrang 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch  & Dinner 

Day 7 – Thursday 11th July 2019 
Birding Nimbokrang. 

Accommodation: Nimbokrang 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Red-capped Flowerpecker

Golden Myna

Blue-capped Ifrit

Vogelkop Bowerbird Bower
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INDONESIAN NEW GUINEA TOUR PLAN 
Day 8 – Friday 12th July 2019 
Return to Sentani and bird the area. Lesser Birds of Paradise are amongst 
the birds found in this area and there are waterbirds including Black 
Bittern around the lake.  

Accommodation: Sentani 
Meals Included: Breakfast Lunch & Dinner 

Day 9 – Saturday 13th July 2019 
Fly from Sentani to Wamena in the Baliem Valley. Bird around town and 
Stout-billed Cuckooshrike and Blue–faced Parrotfinch are amongst the 
birds that can be seen in the nearby marshes. 

Accommodation: Sentani 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 10 – Sunday 14th July 2019 
Drive from Wamena up to Lake Habema. Splendid Astrapia, MacGregor's 
Honeyeater (of Paradise), Snow Mountain Quail, Salvadori’s Teal, Alpine 
Pipits, Painted Tiger-Parrots, Mountain Firetails, Black-mantled 
Goshawk and Archbold’s Bowerbirds can all be seen in this area.  

Accommodation: Habema – This is a camping site 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 11 – Monday 15th July 2019 
Birding Lake Habema. 

Accommodation: Habema – This is a camping site 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 12 – Tuesday 16th July 2019 
Birding Lake Habema. 

Accommodation: Habema – This is a camping site 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 13 – Wednesday 17th July 2019 
Drive back from Habema to Wamena and overnight in a local hotel. 

Accommodation: Wamena 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 14 – Thursday 18th July 2019 
Fly back to Sentani from Wamena.  

Accommodation: Sentani 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Belford's Melidectes

Purple-tailed Imperial Pigeon

Mountain Firetail

Long-tailed Buzzard
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INDONESIAN NEW GUINEA TOUR PLAN (CONT.)

Day 15 – Friday 19th July 2019 
Fly from Sentani to Manokwari and head straight up into the Arfaks.  

Accommodation: Arfaks 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 16 – Saturday 20th July 2019 
Birding the Arfak. This is a great birding area with a number of rare and 
endemic birds including Arfak Astrapias, Black and Buff-tailed 
Sicklebills, Long-tailed Paradigalla, Western Parotia, Vokelkop 
Bowerbirds, Black- Mantled Goshawk, Rufescent Imperial Pigeon, 
Friendly Fantails, Mountain-Owlet Nightjars are among the birds that 
can be seem.  

Accommodation: Arfaks 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 17 – Sunday 21st July 2019 
Birding the Arfaks.  

Accommodation: Arfaks 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 18 – Monday 22nd July 2019 
Birding the Arfaks.  

Accommodation: Arfaks 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 19 – Tuesday 23rd July 2019 
Birding the Arfaks.  

Accommodation: Arfaks 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 20 – Wednesday 24th July 2019 
Travel back to Manokwari for a night at a comfortable western style hotel. 

Accommodation: Manokwari 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 21 – Thursday 25th July 2019 
Fly from Manokwari to Sorong. A number of interesting birds can be seen 
around the town including Red-breasted Paradise Kingfisher, Black Lory, 
Red-bellied Pitta, Greater and Lesser Black Coucals. 

Accommodation: Sorong 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Golden Monarch

Rufous-bellied Kookaburra

Black-breasted Boatbill

Hooded Pitohui



Orange-billed Lorikeet

Papuan Frogmouth
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INDONESIAN NEW GUINEA TOUR PLAN (CONT.)

Day 22 – Friday 26th July 2019 
Take the ferry to Waigeo. Our principle targets here are Wilson’s and 
Red Birds of Paradise but there are many other goodies that can be 
seen as well including Western-crowned and Pheasant Pigeons,  
Red-billed Brush-Turkeys Beach Kingfisher, Spot-winged Monarchs 
and Large Fig-Parrots.  

Accommodation: Waigeo 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 23 – Saturday 27th July 2019 
Birding Waigeo.  

Accommodation: Waigeo 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 24 – Sunday 28th July 2019 
Birding Waigeo.  

Accommodation: Waigeo 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 25 – Monday 29th July 2019 
Return by ferry from Waigeo to Sorong.  

Accommodation: Waigeo 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 26 – Tuesday 30th July 2019 
Transfer to airport for the start of your journey home.  

Meals included: Breakfast 

Frilled Monarch

Twelve Wired  
Bird of Paradise

Western Parotia
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USEFUL INFORMATION FOR INDONESIAN NEW GUINEA AND THIS TOUR

Further information about this tour will be sent to 
people once registration is confirmed. This includes: 

• General information for travellers to West Papua 
• Contact list of accommodation 
• Checklist of Birds 
• Trip report on completion of trip 

Tour Inclusions and Exclusions - The tour fee is in 
USD and is based on twin occupancy. Cost includes 
accommodation, transfers (within West Papua), meals 
as per the itinerary, site fees, guide services & bird list. 
Flights are given as a separate cost and this is not 
guaranteed until booked and paid for.  

The fee does not include airport taxes, visa fees 
(you will need to check your visa requires for West 
Papua & Indonesia), drinks, meals before starting the 
tour, optional tips to local drivers and guides, phone 
calls, laundry, or other items of a personal nature. 

Tour Registration – If you wish to register for this 
tour, we will send you Registration/Release and 
Indemnity form. Please fill these in and return them 
and return it with a deposit of USD$500.00 per 
person. If registering by phone, a deposit must be 
received within fourteen days, or the space will be 
released. Full payment of the tour fee is due 120 days 
out from the tour start date which is the 7th March 
2019. 

Cancellation Policy – Refund of deposit and 
payment, less USD$100 handling fee and airfares if 
already purchased, will be made if cancellation is 
received up to 120 days before departure. If 
cancellation occurs between 119 and 70 days before 
the departure date, 50% of the tour fee is refundable. 
Thereafter, all deposits and payments are not 
refundable as we will have to pay in advance for 
services. 

This policy only applies to payments made to Sicklebill 
Safaris for the tour (and any services included in those 
fees). Airline tickets not included in the tour fee and 
purchased separately often carry penalties for 

cancellation or change, or are sometimes totally non-
refundable. Additionally, if you take out trip insurance 
the cost of the insurance is not refundable so it is best 
to purchase the policy just prior to making full 
payment for the tour or at the time you purchase 
airl ine tickets, depending upon the airl ines 
restrictions. 

The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to 
departure, in which case full refund will constitute full 
settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to 
substitute another guide for the original one. Where 
this is necessary, notification will be given to tour 
members, and they will have the right to cancel their 
participation and receive a full refund. 

Trip Cancellation and Emergency Insurance - 
We strongly recommend you consider purchasing 
comprehensive trip insurance, which includes trip 
cancellation, loss or damage to baggage and 
property, missed flights and also medical insurance 
(including a medical evacuation option), to cover your 
investment in case of injury or illness to you or your 
family prior to or during a trip. Because we must remit 
early (and substantial) tour deposits to our suppliers, 
we cannot offer any refund when cancellation occurs 
within 70 days of departure, and only a partial refund 
from 70 to 119 days prior to departure (see 
CANCELLATION POLICY). 
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When making a decision regarding health insurance 
you should consider that many foreign doctors and 
hospitals require payment in cash prior to providing 
service and that a medical evacuation to your home 
country may cost well in excess of AU$50,000. 
Uninsured travellers who require medical care 
overseas often face extreme difficulties. When 
consulting with your insurer prior to your trip, please 
ascertain whether payment will be made to the 
overseas healthcare provider or whether you will be 
reimbursed later for expenses that you incur.  

You are strongly advised to take out personal, 
health, baggage and holiday insurance before 
travelling. Please note Sicklebill Safaris does not 
accept responsibility or liability for any acts, omissions 
or defaults of service providers such as airlines, hotels, 
sightseeing, transfer, vehicle car hire services, or cruise 
lines and the like, whether negligent or otherwise, or 
for your acts, omissions, defaults, conduct, state of 
health, conditions or other circumstance or for any 
events beyond Sicklebill Safaris control. We will prepay 
your tour in advance and are happy to provide 
documentation for insurance purposes to prove we 
have paid for these services but will be unable to 
reimburse you ourselves. We will have paid the money 
you paid us out in good faith and will no longer have it 
at our disposal to refund you. 

Responsibility – For and in consideration of the 
opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour 
participant and each parent or legal guardian of a tour 
participant who is under 18 agrees to release, 
indemnify, and hold harmless Sicklebill Safaris, its 
agents, servants, employees, shareholders, officers, 
directors, attorneys, and contractors as more fully set 
forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement on the 
reverse side of the registration form.  

Sicklebill Safaris acts only as an agent for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, 
motorcar, motorcoach, boat, airplane, or other means, 
and assumes no liability for injury, damage, loss, 
accident, delay, or irregularity caused by defect in such 
vehicles or for any reason whatsoever, including the 

acts, defaults, or bankruptcies of any company or 
person engaged in conveying the passenger or in 
carrying out the arrangements of the tour. Sicklebill 
Safaris accepts no responsibility for losses or 
additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or 
other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, 
quarantine, or other causes. The tour participant shall 
bear all such losses and expenses. Sicklebill Safaris 
reserves the right to substitute hotels of a similar 
category for those indicated and to make any changes 
in the itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by 
changes in air schedules. Sicklebill Safaris reserves the 
right to decline to accept or to retain any person as a 
member of any tour. Baggage is at owner’s risk 
entirely. 

Participants should be in good health and should 
consult a physician before undertaking a tour. If you 
have questions about the physical requirements of a 
tour, please contact our office for further information. 
Participants should prepare for the tour by reading the 
detailed itinerary, the information bulletin, and other 
pertinent matter provided by Sicklebill Safaris. Each 
participant is responsible for bringing appropriate 
clothing and equipment as recommended in our 
bulletins. 

THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE 
DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO THE ABOVE 
CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND EACH 
PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR 
PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN AND 
DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 
AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION. 

USEFUL INFORMATION FOR INDONESIAN NEW GUINEA AND THIS TOUR


