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INDIA: Arunachal Pradesh and Kaziranga 
April 22- May 8 2016 

 
This was our inaugural tour to the sub-continent and a 
fascinating exercise with some great birds, butterflies and 
mammals. The Indian visa is now easy to obtain on-line, I had 
mine by next day, and both arrival and departure at Kolkata 
were painless, everyone got in on time and with bags and we 
had chance to rest up before the tour began. 

We did a little birding in the Newtown area one afternoon, 
seeing Yellow Bittern and Black-headed Ibis plus the only 
Bengal Bushlarks of the tour, then next day flew to Jorhat in 
Assam on Jet Airways, a good flight but with just 15 kg baggage 
allowed and almost everyone paying excess as a result. Now the 
weather has been extremely strange, like everywhere else, and 
there had been very heavy rains just prior to our arrival, to the 
point where we were not sure we could get there. Happily we 
got to our hotel at the tea estate and golf course and scored a 
couple of nice species there in Black-rumped Flameback and 
Fulvous-breasted Woodpecker. 

 
Great Indian Rhino at Kaziranga 
 

Next day we went to the Gibbon reserve at Hoolongabar, 
which gave great looks at Hoolock Gibbon but not much in the 
way of birds beyond a fine Red-headed Trogon. Next came 
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Kaziranga, staying for 2 nights at the Infinity Resort and birding 
the nearby tea estate and the park itself. This was fantastic for 
Great Indian Rhinoceros, I had no idea there were so aquatic, 
maybe something to do with all the rains, and this was one of 
my trip highlights. Birding was much harder however, with very 
little response to playback and not a huge amount of passerine 
activity. Highlights included both Greater and Lesser Adjutant, 
Pallas’s Fish Eagle, two taxa of Citrine Wagtail, Rosy Pipit and 
Rufous-necked Laughing-thrush. 

Next came Nameri, about a 4-hour drive, and staying at a 
comfortable tented camp run by the local co-operative.  Birding 
here was again quite tough, the most success came along the 
river where Great Thick-knee, Indian Thick-knee, River Tern 
and Sand Lark were big additions, also my very last wagtail in 
White-browed. White-winged Duck was a no-show on the first 
visit, but a return next day got a fine female swimming about on 
the further reaches of the wet area, a major addition to the 
triplist. Great Hornbill was nesting right by the camp, and we 
met up with Lobsang who was to be our guide for the 
Himalayan section of the tour. 

The drive from Assam to Arunachal was absorbing, and I 
was amazed at how heavily militarized it is, each town has a 
huge garrison with exhortatory slogans everywhere, but a very 
different attitude to the over-bearing paranoid western military 
models I am used to- this one seems to be based on service to 
the community, and we never felt intimidated or uncomfortable 
around the numerous convoys and camps we encountered. The 
military keep the roads open, in the case of the Eaglenest and 
Sela roads an impressive achievement as the terrain is 
unbelievably steep and rainfall so high. 

A night in the large fixed tents at Lama Camp at 2300 m 
on the edge of Eaglenest Reserve was fine, and next day we 
walked and drove downhill to look for Bugun Liocichla and 
numerous other wonderful creatures- Bhutan Laughing-thrush, 
Yellow-billed Blue Magpie, Crimson-browed Finch, Scarlet 
Finch, Gold-naped Finch, the amazing Himalayan Cutia (at last, 
first dipped by me back in 1998!), Tickell’s and Grey-hooded 



Sicklebill	  Safaris	  Arunachal	  Pradesh	  and	  Kaziranga	  2016	   3	  

Warbler the first of several new Phylloscs, then a trio of 
Seicercus in Chestnut-headed, Grey-cheeked and Whistler’s. 
What became the dreaded Bugun Liocichla was heard several 
times, at no time quite close, and seems to be long taped-out 
here. 

 
Gold-naped Finches at Lama Camp 
 

The afternoon saw us venture upwards on the precipitous 
but well-maintained road to the Eaglenest Pass at 2780 m then 
on down to Bompu Camp at 1745m by 1745, with Spotted 
Laughing-thrush a nice find. 

 
Green-tailed Sunbird common at high altitudes 
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Highlights around Bompu were many, with Rufous-
necked Hornbill, Beautiful Nuthatch, Ward’s Trogon, Spotted 
Elachura, Sikkim Wedge-billed Babbler, Green Cochoa, Slaty-
bellied and Chestnut-headed Tesia, Large-billed and Yellow-
vented Leaf Warblers, Broad-billed Warbler, Black-faced 
Warbler, Black-headed Shrike-babbler, Kalij Pheasant and 
Darjeeling and Crimson-breasted Woodpecker. 

After 4 nights at Bompu Camp, we returned to Lama 
Camp, nabbing Grey Nightjar at dusk, then trying for Bugun 
Liocichla next day, with only Barbara getting a brief look 
despite a couple of close encounters with singing birds. Indian 
Blue Robin and Blue-capped Rock thrush were some 
compensation. 

The Sengti valley proved abortive for Ibisbill for most of 
us, though Joyce saw one, two days running one of the pax 
gripped us off, with Chris completing the trifecta a day or so 
later with Blue-capped Redstart, oh well. 

 
The view from Sela Pass 

The amazing pass at Sela was for me both literally and 
metaphorically the highpoint of the trip, at 4300 m. The weather 
began fine but turned ugly, with sleet, snow, fog and wind and 
bitterly cold conditions which are unusual for the time of year it 
seems, but the mountains were wondrous, the air exhilarating 
and the birds still pretty darn spectacular-Himalayan Monal, 
Snow Partridge, Snow Pigeon, Grandala. Tibetan Blackbird, 
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Himalayan Bluetail, Golden Bush-robin, Rufous-vented Tit, 
Grey Crested Tit, Fire-tailed Sunbird, Himalayan White-browed 
Rosefinch and Plain Mountain Finch making for a fabulous 
assemblage, and imagine what it would be like in good 
conditions! 

Next day at Mandala also began well, with Slender-billed 
Scimitar-Babbler and Bar-winged Wren-Babbler, but tailed off 
fast.  Brown Bush Warbler at the lunch spot was lucky and a 
lifer for Avi, but another fruitless foray in quest of Ibisbill to the 
Sengti Valley was just one of those things that had to be done. 

 The final day saw us go back down into the lowlands, 
picking up a great Long-billed Wren-babbler en route and also 
an unexpected Black-backed Forktail. Overnight at the tea estate 
at Wild Mahseer was very pleasant and getting back to Kolkata 
was straightforward. My thanks to the group for the chance to 
do the trip, we made a loss thanks to some exchange rate 
shenanigans, but it was a great introduction and lays the 
groundwork for future endeavours. My thanks to Avijit for 
setting it all up along with Sue and Rowan at the Sicklebill 
office, they spent many hours getting this in place and it ran 
remarkably well, even the weather gods smiled. 
Accommodations were simple but clean when using the fixed 
tents, and quite comfortable at the lodges, and service standards 
in India are amazingly high. 

 
Rufous-necked Hornbill 
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Our drivers were also excellent, with particular thanks to 
Sham and Raj who endured ridiculously early mornings and 
long drives without demur, and drove very safely on extremely 
difficult mountain roads. Lobsang our guide was very competent 
and learns fast, we thank him for his finding skills and good 
eyesight. Avijit was an exemplary guide, patient and good-
humoured and very good with logistics, I look forward to 
working with him again 
 
Itinerary 
 
Wed Apr 20 Phil arrived in Kolkata from Accra via Dubai, 
getting to the Swissotel by 2200 and promptly crashing out. 
 
Thurs April 21  Rest day at Swissotel, met up with Avi to 
discuss the tour plans. 
Fri April 22 Met up with the group. 1630-1800 Grassland and 
marsh near the Swissotel in Newtown. Fine weather. 
 
Sat Apr 23 Met up with Avi and caught Jet Airways to Jorhat in 
Assam at 1205, arriving at 1420 and going to Kaziranga Golf 
Resort overnight. Fine weather. 
 
Sun Apr 24 D0500 1 hour drive to Hoolongopar Gibbon 
Reserve, then 2.5 hours to Kaziranga arriving 1530. Stayed at 
Infinity Resort for two nights, this afternoon went into 
Kaziranga NP Agorathii zone.  Morning shower, but fine later. 
 
Mon Apr 25 Kaziranga elephant tour 0530-0630, then Hathikuli 
tea estate edge 10000-1200, before Kaziranga NP 1400-1800. 
Fine weather. 
 
Tues Apr 26 Hathikuli tea estate 0515-0730, Kaziranga Bagori 
west 0930-1200, then drove via Tezpur to Nameri Ecolodge 
Camp arriving 1600. Fine weather. 
 
Wed Apr 27 Nameri NP 0600-1100, rafting the Jai Boreli River 
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1430-1600. O/n Nameri Ecolodge Camp. Fine weather. 
 
Thurs Apr 28 Nameri NP 0600-0800 then drove via Bhalukpong 
into Arunachal Pradesh with lunch at Tenga before heading up 
to Lama Camp at Eaglenest by late pm. Fine. 
 
Fri Apr 29 Lama camp area am, then drive via Eaglenest Pass to 
Bompu Camp by 1745. Fine. 
 
Sat Apr 30 Drive down towards 0500-1200, then pm Chakoo-
Bhutgola above Bompu, o/n Bompu Camp. Fine. 
 
Sun May 1 D0415-Sessni then Khellong till 1100, Bompu area 
1615 on. Fog later with rain overnight. o/n Bompu Camp. 
 
Mon May 2 D0415 towards Sessni, lunch at Bompu, pm uphill 
to Gorkha Camp, back 1615. Fine. o/n Bompu Camp. 
 
Tues May 3 D0415 towards Sessni, then depart at 10000 for 
Lama Camp, via Aloo Bari Trail. Fine early, indifferent later. 
 
Wed May 4 D0500 below Lama Camp till 1030, lunch at Tenga 
then drove to Dirang via Bombila, pm Sangti Valley1500-1700 
and a heavy shower. O/n Pemaling Hotel 
 
Thurs May 5 D0300 for Se La, reaching 4300m, back to Dirang 
and stopping at sapper Bridge by 1730. Fine early, then fog, 
hail, sleet and snow, 2° C and strong wind, extremely cold! O/n 
Pemaling Hotel 
 
Fri May 6 D0500 1 hr. to Mandala 0630-13330, pm Sangti 
River valley for CE and PG. O/n Pemaling Hotel Fine 
conditions. 
 
Sat May 7 D0500 for Tezpur via Balipara, arriving 1430 at Wild 
Mahseer Tea Estate. Heavy ran en route but fine early on and 
then later. 
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Sun May 8 Depart Guwahati Airport for Kolkata on IndoGo at 
1300, o/n Swissotel for the Australians, Joyce and Barbara 
flights back to USA. 
 
SPECIES LIST 
 
* Heard only 
 
Anatidae (Ducks, Geese, and Waterfowl) 
LESSER WHISTLING DUCK (Dendrocygna javanica) 
Up to 10 at Kaziranga. 
WHITE-WINGED DUCK (Asarcornis scutulata) 
A fine female on the wooded pond at Nameri on the second 
attempt, a rare species classified as Endangered with around 
350-1500 individuals scattered over a wide range, and requiring 
undisturbed forest. 
WHITE PYGMY GOOSE (Nettapus coromandelianus) 
Two at Kaziranga. 
GADWALL (Anas strepera)  
Two at Kaziranga were a surprise. 
EURASIAN WIGEON (Anas penelope) 
5 at Kaziranga were unexpected.  
INDIAN SPOT-BILLED DUCK (Anas peocilorhyncha) 
6 at Kaziranga were the only ones we saw. 
GARGANEY (Anas querquedula)  
15 at Kaziranga including some fine drakes. 
 
Phasianidae (Pheasants, Grouse, and Allies) 
SWAMP FRANCOLIN (Francolins gularis) 
I got one fly through my binocular view as we were looking at 
otters in Kaziranga, but really a BVD. We were very surprised 
we saw no more, though it was heard a couple of times. 
HILL PARTRIDGE (Arborophila torqueola)  
A common voice, but an elusive one, from a genus that does not 
seem to have a reason to cross the road.  We flushed one on the 
track in the forest above Bompu but only a few of us saw it. 
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* CHESTNUT-BREASTED PARTRIDGE (Arborophila 
mandellii)  
Heard several times below Bompu. It is considered 
"Vulnerable," with a population under 10,000.  
* RUFOUS-THROATED PARTRIDGE (Arborophila 
rufogularis)  
Heard once below Bompu. 
* WHITE-CHEEKED PARTRIDGE (Arborophila 
atrogularis) 
Heard fairly close at Nameri, but as with all of them in this 
genus, unresponsive.  
RED JUNGLEFOWL (Gallus gallus) 
Four-day records from Kaziranga, with males seen several 
times. 
SNOW PARTRIDGE (Lerwa lerwa) 
Calling on the slopes at Sela, Chris spotted it enabling a couple 
of us to see it before it vanished, then Sham got it again and we 
got the scope on it. 
HIMALAYAN MONAL (Lophophorus impejanus)  
My bird of the trip, a male flew across the huge valley at Sela at 
3800 m and landed by a stone dwelling, allowing us nice scope 
views. The cinnamon tail and white back patch were obvious in 
flight, then the wonderful iridescent plumage, the crest and the 
large size, what a bird…… 
KALIJ PHEASANT (Lophura leucomelanos)  
Chris saw a female by Bompu Camp, then an early morning 
foray down saw us see a pair in the track, with the male poking 
about for some while. There was another female later that day 
too. 
* GREY PEACOCK-PHEASANT (Polyplectron 
bicalcaratum) 
Heard below Bompu each day, but as ever quite unresponsive, 
an extremely hard bird to see. 
 
Ciconiidae (Storks) 
ASIAN OPENBILL (Anastomus leucocephala) 
30 at Newtown marsh in Kolkata, then small numbers from 
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Kaziranga. 
WOOLLY-NECKED STORK (Ciconia episcopus episcopus) 
4 then 5 at Kaziranga, split into Asian and African species by 
HBW/BirdLife. 
BLACK-NECKED STORK (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus) 
4. 4 and then 2 from Kaziranga, this nominate race is another 
potential split as well from the Australian birds. 
LESSER ADJUTANT (Leptoptilos javanicus)  
Up to 10 seen at Kaziranga, and a couple in fields near Jorhat. 
It is considered Vulnerable, with a population under 10,000. 
GREATER ADJUTANT (Leptoptilos dubius) 
We were lucky to see 4 in Kaziranga on April 24, with one next 
day. It is classified as Endangered with  >1500 individuals 
remaining. 
 
Threskiornithidae) Ibis and spoonbills) 
BLACK-HEADED IBIS (Threskiornis melanocephalus) 
3 seen at the marsh at Newtown, then up to 30 in Kaziranga. 
Another species classified as Vulnerable. 
 
Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants and Shags) 
LITTLE CORMORANT (Microcarbo niger)  
Just a couple in Kaziranga, and one over the marsh in Kolkata. 
INDIAN CORMORANT (Phalacrocorax fuscicollis) 
10 on the river at Nameri, amazingly like Little Black 
Cormorant from Australia. 
 
Anhingidae (Darters) 
ORIENTAL DARTER (Anhinga melanogaster) 
Up to 10 in day at Kaziranga, another rather rare bird overall. 
 
Ardeidae (Herons, Egrets, and Bitterns) 
YELLOW BITTERN (Ixobrychus sinensis) 
One flushed up from a reedbed at the marsh at Newtown. 
MALAYSIAN NIGHT HERON (Gorsachius melanolophus) 
One flushed up from the track at the Gibbon sanctuary after the 
overnight rain and unfortunately vanished. 
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STRIATED HERON (Butorides striata) 
Just 2 seen along the river at Nameri, presumably race 
chloriceps. 
INDIAN POND HERON (Ardeola grayi) 
Small numbers seen daily in the lowlands, some in breeding 
dress. 
EASTERN CATTLE EGRET (Bubulcus coromandus) 
Seen most days in the lowlands. 
GREY HERON (Ardea cinerea) 
Small numbers at Kaziranga. 
PURPLE HERON (Ardea purpurea) 
3 at the marsh at Newtown, and one in Kaziranga. 
GREAT EGRET (Ardea alba) 
One at Newtown marsh, a couple in Kaziranga and one at 
Nameri. surprisingly scarce. 
INTERMEDIATE EGRET (Egretta intermedia) 
3 at Newtown marsh in Kolkata, and one at Jorhat. 
LITTLE EGRET (Egretta garzetta)  
One bird was seen in Kaziranga and we had two singles later in 
the trip.  
 
PELECANIDAE (Pelicans) 
GREAT WHITE PELICAN (Pelecanus onocrotalus) 
One juvenile at Kaziranga 
SPOT-BILLED PELICAN (Pelecanus philippensis) 
Up to 30 at Kaziranga. Classified as Vulnerable. 
 
Pandionidae (Ospreys) 
WESTERN OSPREY (Pandion haliaetus) 
One was seen by some at Kaziranga, and there was one over the 
river at Nameri. 
Accipitridae (Hawks, Eagles, and Kites) 
CRESTED HONEY BUZZARD (Pernis ptilorhynchus) 
4 at the Hathikuli tea estate were clearly migrants, and there was 
a very striking whitish-headed bird there. Also 2 seen at Nameri. 
WHITE-RUMPED VULTURE (Gyps bengalensis) 
One adult at Kaziranga. Classified as Critically Endangered due 
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to the massive die-off caused by toxic veterinary drugs in 
carcasses. 
SLENDER-BILLED VULTURE (Gyps tenuirostris) 
3 at Kaziranga. Also classified as Critically Endangered due to 
the massive die-off caused by toxic veterinary drugs in 
carcasses. 
HIMALAYAN GRIFFON (Gyps himalayensis)  
One huge adult flew over us in the mist at Sela. It is considered 
"Near Threatened," which means it is doing much better than 
most other Asian vultures. 
CRESTED SERPENT-EAGLE (Spilornis cheela)  
A widespread Asian raptor that we saw at Kaziranga and 
Nameri, with one below Bompu as well. 
CHANGEABLE HAWK-EAGLE (Nisaetus cirrhatus) 
One on a nest at Kaziranga, with just the top of the head visible! 
MOUNTAIN HAWK-EAGLE (Nisaetus nipalensis)  
One was seen by Avi’s car load at Kaziranga, then we saw 2 
below Bompu with a single a couple of days later. 
BLACK EAGLE (Ictinaetus malaiensis) 
Singles below Bompu, near Lama Camp and near Balipara on 
the last day. 
BONELLI’S EAGLE (Hieraaetus fasciata) 
One on April 25 at Hathikuli tea estate. 
EURASIAN SPARROWHAWK (Accipiter nisus)  
One soared over below Bompu and looked good for this species, 
but accipiters were curiously scarce this trip. 
PALLAS'S FISH-EAGLE (Haliaeetus leucoryphus)  
One of the highlights from Kaziranga where we had 3 day 
records, with 2 birds on April 25. It is considered "Vulnerable," 
with a population under 10,000. 
GREY-HEADED FISH EAGLE (Haliaeetus (Icthyophaga) 
ichthyaetus) 
Seen daily in Kaziranga and at Nameri, usually singles but 4 
birds at Nameri on April 27; now transferred into Haliaeetus 
following genetic work. 
BLACK KITE (Milvus migrans) 
Amazingly few, a handful seen in Kolkata and a couple at 
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Hathikuli, surprisingly scarce. 
HIMALAYAN BUZZARD (Buteo burmanicus)  
One was seen by one carload on the way up the Sela valley, and 
then a dark bird was seen from the monal viewing spot, giving a 
great flight view of the upperside! Buteos in this region are in a 
state of nomenclatural, taxonomic, and systematic chaos.  
Clements now splits Himalayan Buzzard from Common 
Buzzard as B. refectus, but some regard this as an invalid name, 
and use 'burmanicus' instead.  
 
Rallidae (Crakes and Rails) 
WHITE-BREASTED WATERHEN (Amaurornis 
phoenicuroides) 
A couple seen in Kaziranga. 
GREY-HEADED SWAMPHEN (Porphyrio poliocephalus) 
Two seen in Kaziranga, at long last split from Purple 
Swamphen. 
 
Burhinidae (Stone-curlews) 
INDIAN STONE CURLEW (Burhinus indicus) 
Amazingly, I heard this and then we spotted one on the gravel at 
the Jia Boreli River in Nameri, a long overdue tick for me. 
GREAT STONE CURLEW (Esacus recurvirostris) 
One fabulous bird on a river bar at Nameri, one of the trip 
highlights for me. 
 
Ibidorhynchidae (Ibisbill) 
IBISBILL (Ibidorhyncha struthersii) 
Joyce saw one on the Sengti River, but it vanished behind a rock 
and despite Avi’s wading out, was never seen again, just bizarre. 
Chris and I were quite upset….. 
Charadriidae (Plovers) 
RIVER LAPWING (Vanellus duvaucelii)  
3 on Apr 26 at Nameri, then 10 next day when we rafted 
downriver in a fruitless quest for Ibisbill, including a juvenile.   
Finally 4 by the river at Nameri April 28. Call now on IBC and 
XC sites. It is considered "Near Threatened," with a population 
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under 17,000. 
GREY-HEADED LAPWING (Vanellus cinereus) 
20 at Kaziranga on April 24, quite late for them to be still 
around. 
RED-WATTLED LAPWING (Vanellus indicus) 
Small numbers from Kaziranga and Nameri, and odd birds later. 
PACIFIC GOLDEN PLOVER (Pluvialis fulva) 
4 summer plumage birds in a wet paddyfield near Jorhat April 
23. 
LONG-BILLED PLOVER (Charadrius placidus) 
One near Tenga April 28, then one in the Sengti valley May 4 
with 2 there May 6. 
LITTLE RINGED PLOVER (Charadrius dubius jerdoni)  
A couple of birds seen by the river at Nameri, the pink bill base 
and call showing it to be jerdoni. 
 
Jacanidae (Jacanas) 
PHEASANT-TAILED JACANA (Hydrophasianus chirurgus) 
30 at Kaziranga on April 24 included some fine summer 
plumage birds. 
BRONZE-WINGED JACANA (Metopidius indicus) 
10 at Kaziranga included some fine summer dress individuals. 
 
Scolopacidae (Sandpipers and Allies) 
PIN-TAILED SNIPE (Gallinago stenura) 
One at Kaziranga on April 25. 
[SOLITARY SNIPE (Gallinago solitarius)] 
Unfortunately Lobsang went looking for and then flushed one 
just over the pass at 4200 m at Sela, then couldn’t relocate it. 
GREENSHANK (Tringa nebularia) 
5 at Kaziranga and heard at Nameri. 
COMMON SANDPIPER (Actitis hypoleucos)  
Singles at Nameri and then at Sengti Valley riverbeds. 
WOOD SANDPIPER (Tringa glareola) 
3 at the marsh at Newtown in Kolkata were the only record. 
GREEN SANDPIPER (Tringa ochropus)  
One at Nameri, and one in the Sengti valley May 6. 
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Glareolidae (Pratincoles) 
ORIENTAL PRATINCOLE (Glareola maldivarum) 
One at the Newtown Marsh in Kolkata April 22. 
SMALL PRATINCOLE (Glareola lactea)  
2 at Nameri, then 17 including 5 juvs on the raft trip on April 
27. 
 
Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves) 
ROCK PIGEON (Columba livia) [I] 
A few in the lowland cities commensal with humans.  
SPECKLED WOOD PIGEON (Columba hodgsoni) 
Joyce got us onto one flying away below Lama Camp on May 3, 
a typical dark Columba and just about tickable! 
SNOW PIGEON (Columba leuconota)  
Great scope views of one at 4300 m at Sela on May 5, a very 
striking species, very nice to finally see one! 
ORIENTAL TURTLE DOVE (Streptopelia orientalis)  
Small numbers at Kaziranga, then 30 at Nameri at a fruiting tree 
on Apr. 27. 
RED TURTLE DOVE (Streptopelia tranquebarica) 
Just 2 in Kaziranga on Apr 25. 
SPOTTED DOVE (Streptopelia chinensis)  
A few in disturbed areas at lower elevations. 
BARRED CUCKOO-DOVE (Macropygia unchall)  
Three day records below Bompu Camp, with 3 on Apr 30 the 
most. 
COMMON EMERALD DOVE (Chalcophaps indica)  
Two day records from Nameri, max 5 birds. This widespread 
Asian bird is hard to see well, a.k.a. Green-winged Pigeon. 
THICK-BILLED GREEN PIGEON (Treron curvirostra) 
A fine view of a male in the scope at Nameri on Apr27. 
YELLOW-FOOTED GREEN PIGEON (Treron 
phoenicopterus) 
4 in Kaziranga on Apr 25, sitting up nicely. 
PIN-TAILED GREEN PIGEON (Treron apicauda)  
Two below Bompu near Sessni on May 1.  
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WEDGE-TAILED GREEN PIGEON (Treron sphenurus)  
One below Bompu3 and then one below Lama camp the same 
afternoon and next day.  I later found I had seen it in 
Thailand…. 
MOUNTAIN IMPERIAL-PIGEON (Ducula badia)  
Seen very well below Bompu Camp with up to 6 birds in a day. 
GREEN IMPERIAL PIGEON (Ducula aenea) 
Small numbers from Hathikuli and Kaziranga, max 4 birds. 
 
Cuculidae (Cuckoos) 
GREATER COUCAL (Centropus sinensis) 
Seen at Kaziranga and Nameri. 
LESSER COUCAL (Centropus bengalensis) 
Seen at Nameri 
GREEN-BILLED MALKOHA (Phoenicophaeus tristis) 
Seen on 3 dates at Nameri and once below Lama Camp. 
ASIAN KOEL (Eudynamys scolopaceus) 
Two at Jorhat tea estate and then seen once and frequently heard 
at Kaziranga and Nameri. 
ASIAN EMERALD CUCKOO (Chrysococcyx maculatus)  
Chris and I saw a male perched up near Khellong on May 1, but 
it flew as everyone approached. 
SQUARE-TAILED DRONGO-CUCKOO (Surniculus 
lugubris)  
There is confusion and disagreement about the taxonomy of this 
species. Most treat the birds here as Square-tailed, but Payne 
2005 and the IOC list seem to treat them as Fork-tailed 
dicruroides, (these two groups are increasingly split). Our bird 
had a small notch to the tail, which is OK for Square-tailed, as 
opposed to a deep fork. 
LARGE HAWK-CUCKOO (Hierococcyx sparverioides)  
One seen well below Bompu Camp, where it was heard daily, 
being vocal even at night.  
HODGSON'S HAWK-CUCKOO (Hierococcyx nisicolor)  
One seen and heard below Lama Camp on Apr 29, and one 
heard by the hotel at Dirang, where Chris saw it. Note that 
"Hodgson's" has been split several ways (with populations in SE 
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Asia, Japan, and the Philippines), this one retaining in Clements 
the old common name for a reduced range (a.k.a. Whistling). 
INDIAN CUCKOO (Cuculus micropterus)  
Seen at Jorhat, Hathikuli and below Lama Camp, and heard 
most days at these lower and mid-elevations, the call being very 
like that of Madagascar Cuckoo. 
COMMON CUCKOO (Cuculus canorus)  
It was great to hear and then see this species around Bompu and 
Lama Camp, and Barbara heard it at Jorhat. 
HIMALAYAN CUCKOO (Cuculus saturatus)  
A split from Oriental Cuckoo (optatus), we had one at 
Hathikuli, then seen and heard most days at Bompu and Lama 
Camp, the hooting series resembling Hoopoe’s call and typical 
of Himalayan Cuckoo as opposed to Oriental. 
 
Strigidae (Owls) 
* MOUNTAIN SCOPS OWL (Otus spilocephalus) 
Heard each night at Bompu but impossible to see in the dense 
vegetation. 
* ORIENTAL SCOPS OWL (Otus sunia) 
Heard at Nameri Eco-camp. 
* COLLARED SCOPS-OWL (Otus lettia)  
Calling very close at Nameri Eco-camp, but we just could not 
find it in the foliage, which was annoying. 
* BROWN FISH OWL (Bubo (Ketupa) zeylonensis) 
Heard calling briefly one afternoon in Kaziranga, but way back 
in tiger country. 
* COLLARED OWLET (Glaucidium brodiei)  
Heard a few times around Lama Camp. 
ASIAN BARRED OWLET (Glaucidium cuculoides) 
Often heard, and seen well at Nameri with 3 in one morning. 
Vocal at the Ecolodge there too, one of 4 species of owl we 
heard one evening there. 
SPOTTED OWLET (Athene brama) 
Good views at the tea estate at Hathikuli and in Kaziranga. 
* BROWN HAWK-OWL (Ninox scutulata) 
Heard at Nameri Eco-camp but unresponsive. 
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Caprimulgidae (Nightjars) 
GREY NIGHTJAR (Caprimulgus jotaka) 
Heard the evening we arrived at Lama Camp on Apr 28, then 
one male seen there on May 3 at dusk, after quite some effort 
despite them starting to sing well before it got anywhere near 
dark! Also heard at dawn at the Pemaling Hotel in Dirang. 
 
Apodidae (Swifts) 
HIMALAYAN SWIFTLET (Aerodramus brevirostris)  
Just one at Kaziranga on Apr. 26.  
WHITE-THROATED NEEDLETAIL (Hirundapus 
caudacutus) 
Two below Bompu on Apr 30. 
BROWN-BACKED NEEDLETAIL (Hirundapus 
cochinchinensis) 
Two below Bompu on Apr 30, the dark throat seen well. 
ASIAN PALM SWIFT (Cypsiurus balasiensis) 
Small numbers at Kolkata and near Kaziranga. 
HOUSE SWIFT (Apus nipalensis) 
Barbara saw one near Jorhat, surprisingly the only one of the 
trip! 
BLYTH'S SWIFT (Apus leuconyx)  
We had good looks a couple of times at the Sengti Valley and 
near Dirang (9 birds, some coming to a rock face), after bad 
views of the first at Sela. A split of Pacific = Fork-tailed Swift. 
The split is perhaps not the most compelling ever, and I 
wouldn't know how to tell the various forms apart in the field 
(this is the only one in this area as far as we know).  
 
Trogonidae (Trogons) 
RED-HEADED TROGON (Harpactes erythrocephalus) 
Good looks at a female at the Gibbon sanctuary, one of the very 
few birds we saw that morning. 
WARD'S TROGON (Harpactes wardi)  
One of the stars of the trip, it magically appeared after we had 
been playing tape of Bay Woodpecker, much to Chris’ 
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astonishment, and we got great looks at an immature male 
calling and flying about not far above Sessni on May 2. Tape cut 
posted to IBC and XC.  It is considered "Near Threatened, " the 
population size unknown. 
 
Coraciidae (Rollers) 
INDIAN ROLLER (Coracias benghalensis) 
Small numbers in the lowlands from Kaziranga and Nameri, all 
of the distinctive black-billed taxon affinis which is split as 
Indochinese Roller by HBW/BirdLife and by Rasmussen as 
Black-billed Roller. 
ORIENTAL DOLLARBIRD (Eurystomus orientalis) 
Seen and heard at Nameri, but very few. 
 
Upupidae (Hoopoes) 
EURASIAN HOOPOE (Upupa epops)  
Two in Kaziranga and singles up in the valley above Bombila 
and below Lama Camp. 
 
Bucerotidae (Hornbills) 
ORIENTAL PIED HORNBILL (Anthracoceros albirostris) 
A male at the Gibbon sanctuary was the sole sighting. 
GREAT HORNBILL (Buceros bicornis)  
Nesting in the huge dead tree at Nameri Eco-camp, and the male 
gave great views as he came in to feed the immured female, but 
it was the only one we saw. It is considered "Near Threatened." 
RUFOUS-NECKED HORNBILL (Aceros nipalensis)  
One the tour highlights, we had a male fly through and show 
briefly on Apr 29, then amazing views of fabulous perched male 
above Sessni on May 1, with some 5 further sightings that day, 
presumably several birds and all males.. It is considered 
"Vulnerable," with a population under 7,000. 
 
Alcedinidae (Kingfishers) 
STORK-BILLED KINGD FISHER (Pelargopsis capensis) 
Three day records from Kaziranga, with 2 birds the most. 
RUDDY KINGFISHER (Halcyon coromanda) 
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Frustrating in Nameri, where we heard it very well but only got 
rather fleeting views high in the trees. 
WHITE-THROATED KINGFISHER (Halcyon smyrnensis) 
Primarily a lowland bird, we saw them at Kolkata, Jorhat, 
Kaziranga and Nameri. 
COMMON KINGFISHER (Alcedo atthis)  
One in Kaziranga and one in the Sengti Valley. 
CRESTED KINGFISHER (Megaceryle lugubris)  
One over the river at the start of the raft trip, seen briefly only 
and always a tough bird. 
PIED KINGFISHER (Ceryle rudis) 
Small numbers at Kaziranga and Nameri. 
 
Meropidae (Bee-eaters) 
BLUE-BEARDED BEE-EATER (Nyctyornis athertoni)  
Four day records from Kaziranga and Nameri, all singles bar 2 
at Nameri, and some terrific views. 
ASIAN GREEN BEE-EATER (Merops orientalis) 
Two records from Kaziranga max 2 birds, and split as Asian 
Green Bee-eater by HBW/BIRDLIFE, which makes good sense. 
BLUE-TAILED BEE-EATER (Merops philippinus) 
7 at Kaziranga on Apr 25. 
CHESTNUT-HEADED BEE-EATER (Merops leschenaultii)\ 
Five-day records from Kaziranga and Nameri max 6 birds. 
 
Megalaimidae (Asian Barbets) 
GREAT BARBET (Psilopogon virens)  
Common by voice, and heard in broadleaf forests throughout the 
mid-altitudes from Lama Camp on, with good views. 
LINEATED BARBET (Psilopogon lineatus) 
Seen from Jorhat on until Nameri, and common by voice. 
GOLDEN-THROATED BARBET (Psilopogon franklinii) 
Also quite common in the broadleaf forests at middle and upper 
elevations; good views on multiple occasions, with many more 
heard. 
BLUE-THROATED BARBET (Psilopogon asiaticus)  
This bright barbet was also common in broadleaf forests, its 
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distribution centered on the lower slopes and seen well at Jorhat 
and Kaziranga. 
COPPERSMITH BARBET (Psilopogon haemacephalus) 
One at Jorhat and heard at Hathikuli. 
 
Picidae (Woodpeckers) 
WHITE-BROWED PICULET (Sasia ochracea)  
Our helper got one in the scope for us in bamboo near Khellong. 
RUFOUS-BELLIED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos 
hyperythrus)  
Wonderful views of one working away low down on a tree trunk 
at Mandala, a nice find by Barbara and photos now on the IBC 
site. Another was seen here later the same day. 
 GREY-CAPPED PYGMY WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos 
canicapillus) 
Three-day records from Jorhat and Kaziranga. 
FULVOUS-BREASTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos 
macei) 
One at Kaziranga tea estate on Apr 23 and one at Hathikuli on 
Apr 25, new for most of us now analis is split. 
CRIMSON-BREASTED WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos 
cathpharius)  
A great view of a pair below Bompu on May 3, one I had 
particularly wanted to see. 
DARJEELING WOODPECKER (Dendrocopos darjellensis)  
Chris found this by the camp at Bompu and most of us got very 
good views of 2 birds before the mist came in. One was seen 
later below Lama Camp too. 
LESSER YELLOWNAPE (Picus chlorolophus)  
I think some folks saw this at Nameri? 
GREATER YELLOWNAPE (Picus flavinucha)  
Great views of one disputing a tree hole at Nameri, with another 
below Bompu later. 
STREAK-THROATED WOODPECKER (Picus 
xanthopygaeus) 
Three singles from Kaziranga and Hathikuli. 
GRAY-HEADED WOODPECKER (Picus canus)  



Sicklebill	  Safaris	  Arunachal	  Pradesh	  and	  Kaziranga	  2016	   22	  

Calling well at Nameri where we saw one, and seen at 
Hathikuli. This is split as Grey-faced Woodpecker by some 
authorities. 
BLACK-RUMPED FLAMEBACK (Dinopium benghalense) 
A fine male at the Kaziranga golf course tea estate on Apr 23, 
then singles seen later in Kaziranga and at Nameri. 
GREATER FLAMEBACK (Chrysocolaptes guttacristatus) 
3 at Nameri, quite vocal. 
* PALE-HEADED WOODPECKER (Gecinulus grantia) 
One heard in the bamboo zone near Bhalukpong. 
BAY WOODPECKER (Blythipicus pyrrhotis)  
Heard periodically below Bompu, with three seen badly on the 
Ward’s Trogon day 
 
Falconidae (Falcons and Caracaras) 
EURASIAN KESTREL (Falco tinnunculus)  
Just one in the Sengti valley. 
PEREGRINE FALCON (Falco peregrinus)  
One over the river Jia Boreli at Nameri on Apr 27, then it or 
another perched up later, a male by the small size of it. 
 
Psittaculidae (Old World parrots) 
BLOSSSOM-HEADED PARAKEET (Psittacula roseata) 
A flock of 10 seen in Kaziranga, but how do we tell them from 
Plum-headed Parakeet? I confess I did not look too closely. 
RED-BREASTED PARAKEET (Psittacula alexandri) 
A few seen at Kaziranga and Nameri. 
ALEXANDRINE PARAKEET (Psittacula eupatria) 
Three sightings from Kaziranga and Hathikuli. 
ROSE-RINGED PARAKEET (Psittacula krameri) 
Scattered sightings from Kaziranga and Nameri. 
VERNAL HANGING PARROT (Loriculus vernalis) 
One at Nameri. 
 
Pittidae (Pittas) 
HOODED PITTA (Pitta sordida) 
Calling close by at Nameri duck pond and Joyce got a good 
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view whilst I saw it drop. Sounds quite unlike the NG birds and 
this group need a taxonomic makeover, this is the nominate 
race. 
 
Eurylaimidae (Asian and Grauer's Broadbills) 
LONG-TAILED BROADBILL (Psarisomus dalhousiae)  
5 seen down near Khellong on May 1, the only day we found 
them 
 
Vangidae (Vangas, Helmetshrikes, and Allies) 
LARGE WOODSHRIKE (Tephrodornis virgatus)  
2 at Nameri were the only sighting. 
 
Artamidae (Woodswallows) 
ASHY WOODSWALLOW (Artamus fuscus) 
Seen a couple of times at Nameri. 
 
Aegithinidae (Ioras) 
COMMON IORA (Aegithina tiphia) 
A few in the lowlands. 
 
Campephagidae (Cuckooshrikes) 
BLACK-WINGED CUCKOOSHRIKE (Coracina 
melaschistos) 
Singles seen near Lama Camp several times, and at Mandala. 
LARGE CUCKOOSHRIKE (Coracina macei)  
Four singles from the lowlands. 
GRAY-CHINNED MINIVET (Pericrocotus solaris) 
Three-day records from the Bompu area, max 4 birds. 
ROSY MINIVET (Pericrotus roseus) 
A pair at Kaziranga showed nicely. 
SHORT-BILLED MINIVET (Pericrocotus brevirostris)  
A few below Lama Camp and Bompu. 
SMALL MINIVET (Pericrotus cinnamomeus) 
One was seen at Kaziranga by some. 
LONG-TAILED MINIVET (Pericrocotus ethologus) 
This was seen once at Kaziranga.  



Sicklebill	  Safaris	  Arunachal	  Pradesh	  and	  Kaziranga	  2016	   24	  

SCARLET MINIVET (Pericrocotus speciosus) 
Two at Nameri. 
 
Laniidae (Shrikes) 
BROWN SHRIKE (Lanius cristatus) 
5 at Newtown marsh in Kolkata, and 3 from Kaziranga. 
LONG-TAILED SHRIKE (Lanius schach)  
Just a single in the Sengti Valley 
GRAY-BACKED SHRIKE (Lanius tephronotus)  
Odd records from Kaziranga and then later in the montane 
valleys  
 
Vireonidae (Vireos, Shrike-Babblers, and Erpornis) 
BLACK-HEADED SHRIKE-BABBLER (Pteruthius 
rufiventer) 
Heard below Lama Camp, then seen nicely above Bompu on 
April 30, with a male and female, a surprisingly large bird. 
WHITE-BROWED SHRIKE-BABBLER (Pteruthius 
flaviscaps) 
See nicely below Lama Camp on April 29. This is one of the 
four splits of the former White-browed Shrike-Babbler. This 
genus has been shown genetically to be related to the vireos, and 
currently is included in them. 
BLACK-EARED SHRIKE-BABBLER (Pteruthius melanotis)  
One seen down below Sessni on April 30. 
WHITE-BELLIED ERPORNIS (Erpornis zantholeuca) 
Formerly considered a yuhina (babbler); genetic studies have 
shown that it is a vireo, or close relative of the vireos. We saw a 
couple of singles down above Sessni. 
 
Oriolidae (Old World Orioles) 
BLACK-HOODED ORIOLE (Oriolus xanthornus) 
Widespread in the lowlands from Jorhat on, in small numbers. 
MAROON ORIOLE (Oriolus traillii)  
Singles seen and heard daily below Bompu. 
 
Dicruridae (Drongos) 
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BLACK DRONGO (Dicrurus macrocercus)  
Seen in open country at lower altitudes with up to 20 at 
Kaziranga. 
ASHY DRONGO (Dicrurus leucophaeus)  
The common, widespread drongo, seen daily at fairly high 
elevation, this was one of the dark races. 
BRONZED DRONGO (Dicrurus aeneus)  
This glossy smaller drongo was seen at Hathikuli and then down 
in the Sessni area. 
LESSER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO (Dicrurus remifer) 
Ones and two down below Bompu, with a couple of nice looks.  
HAIR-CRESTED DRONGO (Dicrurus hottentottus)   
Just one from Kaziranga. 
GREATER RACKET-TAILED DRONGO (Dicrurus 
paradiseus) 
Some folks saw this below Sessni but I was looking at 
something else at the time. 
 
Rhipiduridae (Fantails) 
WHITE-THROATED FANTAIL (Rhipidura albicollis)  
Small numbers below Bompu and at Mandala. 
 
Monarchidae (Monarch Flycatchers) 
BLACK-NAPED MONARCH (Hypothymis azurea)  
One with nest at Hathikuli. 
* INDIAN PARADISE FLYCATCHER (Terpsiphone 
paradisi) 
Unfortunately only heard at Hathikuli, now Asian Paradise-Fly 
has been split up this would have been a lifer. 
 
Corvidae (Crows, Jays, and Magpies) 
YELLOW-BILLED BLUE-MAGPIE (Urocissa flavirostris) –
One near Lama Camp and another later at Mandala a.k.a. Gold-
billed Mapgie. 
COMMON GREEN-MAGPIE (Cissa chinensis) 
One glimpsed below Bompu.  
GRAY TREEPIE (Dendrocitta formosae)  
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4 around the Lama Camp area. 
RUFOUS TREEPIE (Dendrocitta vagabunda) 
Several sightings from Hathikuli and Kaziranga. 
EURASIAN NUTCRACKER (SOUTHERN) (Nucifraga 
caryocatactes macella)  
One distantly near Eaglenest Pass, then 4 seen well at Mandala, 
presumably young birds as they had unspotted brown mantles. 
 This subspecies is one of the populations in the hemispila or 
Southern group. a.k.a. Spotted Nutcracker (but separate from 
multipunctata = Kashmir Nutcracker). I got a good tape of one 
calling at Mandala. 
HOUSE CROW (Corvus splendens)  
Only around Kolkata and Jorhat. 
LARGE-BILLED CROW (Corvus macrorhynchos)  
A couple near Eaglenest entry, and then around Sela and 
Mandala, this one is a higher altitude bird. Clements and IOC do 
not yet split this species; we saw C. m. tibetosinensis and the 
whole complex needs unraveling. 
EASTERN JUNGLE CROW (Corvus levaillantii) 
Common in the lowlands from Kaziranga and Nameri. 
 
Hirundinidae (Swallows) 
GREY-THROATED MARTIN (Riparia chinensis) 
Seen over the Jia Boreli River at Nameri with up to 20 birds on 
the raft trip. 
BARN SWALLOW (Hirundo rustica)  
12 at Newtown marsh in Kolkata, and then just 5 at Kaziranga. 
NEPAL HOUSE MARTIN (Delichon nipalense)  
3 seen at Kaziranga Apr 24 and then a couple with Blyth’s Swift 
at the Sengti Valley on the second visit. 
 
Stenostiridae (Fairy Flycatchers) 
YELLOW-BELLIED FAIRY-FANTAIL (Chelidorhynx 
hypoxantha)  
This small, bright former fantail was seen above Lama Camp. 
Genetic studies have made this one of nine species in a small 
family spread widely over Africa and Asia, the Stenostiridae 
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(Fairy Flycatchers). a.k.a. Yellow-bellied Fantail. 
GRAY-HEADED CANARY-FLYCATCHER (Culicicapa 
ceylonensis)  
The other member of the Stenostiridae, seen daily at Eaglenest.  
 
Paridae (Tits, Chickadees, and Titmice) 
YELLOW-BROWED TIT (Sylviparus modestus)  
Great sightings above Bompu and below Lama Camp, a modest 
but interesting little bird with a slight crest.  
SULTAN TIT (Melanochlora sultanea)  
We had a responsive pair put on a good show below Bompu, 
with single near Sessni the day before.  
* COAL TIT (HIMALAYAN) (Periparus ater aemodius)  
Heard at Mandala but I never got to see one. 
RUFOUS-VENTED TIT (Periparus rubidiventris)  
Great views at Sela, the dark underparts, grey back without 
wing-bars and large white cheeks were very distinctive. 
GRAY CRESTED TIT (Lophophanes dichrous)  
Phil’s car load saw one when we stopped for a mixed flock on 
the way down from Sela, one of the less common species. 
CINEREOUS TIT (Parus cinereus) 
This grey and white former Great Tit was seen at Hathikuli and 
Kaziranga. 
GREEN-BACKED TIT (Parus monticolus)  
A couple below Lama Camp 
YELLOW-CHEEKED TIT (Machlolophus spilonotus)  
Seen briefly below Lama Camp. 
 
Aegithalidae (Long-tailed Tits) 
BLACK-THROATED TIT (Aegithalos concinnus) 
Chris saw this at Lama Camp a.k.a. Rufous-capped Tit. 
RUFOUS-FRONTED TIT (Aegithalos iouschistos)  
This relative of the Bushtit was seen at Mandala, thanks 
Barbara, and then Chris and I saw one at Pemaling hotel as we 
were leaving. 
 
Sittidae (Nuthatches) 
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WHITE-TAILED NUTHATCH (Sitta himalayensis)  
One below Lama Camp. 
VELVET-FRONTED NUTHATCH (Sitta frontalis) 
We saw a group of 9 at Nameri. 
BEAUTIFUL NUTHATCH (Sitta formosa) 
This was hard, but eventually Lobsang found two calling below 
Bompu and we got some very nice looks at this terrific and 
surprisingly large nuthatch. 
 
Certhiidae (Treecreepers) 
RUSTY-FLANKED TREECREEPER (Certhia nipalensis)  
One at Mandala, but I really only heard it and saw it in flight.  
SIKKIM TREECREEPER (Certhia discolor)  
We saw one below Bompu. An unexpected lifer due to the split 
of Brown-throated Treecreeper. 
 
Cinclidae (Dippers) 
BROWN DIPPER (Cinclus pallasii)  
Barbara and I glimpsed one at Sela, rather oddly the only one of 
the trip. 
 
Pycnonotidae (Bulbuls) 
STRIATED BULBUL (Pycnonotus striatus)  
This striking bird has a hairdo like it has been camping, and was 
quite common below Bompu. 
BLACK-CRESTED BULBUL (Pycnonotus flaviventris) 
Typically scarce (more of a lowland bird). 
RED-WHISKERED BULBUL (Pycnonotus jocosus) 
Small numbers in the lowlands from Jorhat on to Nameri. 
RED-VENTED BULBUL (Pycnonotus cafer)  
Common in disturbed areas at lower and middle elevations, and 
maybe my first wild ones as opposed to feral birds in Fiji, New 
Caledonia etc. 
WHITE-THROATED BULBUL (Alophoixus flaveolus)  
Seen and heard at Kaziranga and Nameri. 
BLACK BULBUL (Hypsipetes leucocephalus)  
One of the more common bulbuls in the mountains. 
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MOUNTAIN BULBUL (Ixos mcclellandii)  
A few sightings below Bompu  
 
Pnoepygidae (Cupwings) 
* PYGMY CUPWING (Pnoepyga pusilla)  
Heard but unresponsive near Lama Camp. Genetic studies have 
put the "wren-babblers" in at least four different families. 
 
Cettiidae (Bush-Warblers and Allies) 
* GRAY-BELLIED TESIA (Tesia cyaniventer) 
Heard near Bompu but the singing Liocichla pushed them to one 
side! 
SLATY-BELLIED TESIA (Tesia olivea)  
Vocal, and seen very well below Bompu and just above it by the 
water collecting point. 
YELLOW-BELLIED WARBLER (Abroscopus superciliaris)  
Seen in the bamboo above Bompu. 
RUFOUS-FACED WARBLER (Abroscopus albogularis) 
Another from the bamboo above Bompu. 
BLACK-FACED WARBLER (Abroscopus schisticeps) 
This tiny, attractive warbler was above Bompu and below Lama 
Camp. It has a limited range in the eastern Himalayan region. 
MOUNTAIN TAILORBIRD (Phyllergates cucullatus)  
One interesting result of genetic studies was the placement of 
this tailorbird-shaped species in a warbler family apart from the 
other tailorbirds. We heard them above Bompu but I am not sure 
anyone saw it? 
BROAD-BILLED WARBLER (Tickellia hodgsoni)  
This scarce and local warbler resembles a Mountain Tailorbird 
in plumage, we saw them a couple of times in the bamboo above 
Bompu. 
BROWNISH-FLANKED BUSH-WARBLER (Horornis 
fortipes)  
A common voice in disturbed areas, we managed a series of 
good views eventually. 
GRAY-SIDED BUSH-WARBLER (Cettia brunnifrons)  
One seen well near Lama Camp. 
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CHESTNUT-HEADED TESIA (Cettia castaneocoronata)  
Heard several times, and then seen well on the trail near the 
Eaglenest Pass, the bird Chris and I saw well had greyish 
underparts and a bright yellow throat. Genetic studies have 
shown that this "tesia" belongs in a different genus from the 
others. 
 
Phylloscopidae (Leaf Warblers) 
DUSKY WARBLER (Phylloscopus fuscatus) 
One seen and heard calling in Kaziranga Apr 25. Our guide saw 
a Smoky Warbler later, but we all missed it. 
TICKELL'S LEAF WARBLER (Phylloscopus affinis)  
Seen below Lama camp on Apr 29, and then at Sela. 
BUFF-BARRED WARBLER (Phylloscopus pulcher)  
We missed one above Bompu, but caught up with it at Sela 
a.k.a. Orange-barred Warbler. 
ASHY-THROATED WARBLER (Phylloscopus 
maculipennis)  
Seen several times in the Bompu area. 
* YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER (Phylloscopus inornatus) 
One heard at the Gibbon sanctuary. 
[PALE-RUMPED WARBLER (Phylloscopus chloronotus) ] 
Lobsang saw this at Mandala but we all dipped. a.k.a. Lemon-
rumped Warbler, a split from Pallas's Leaf Warbler. 
GREENISH WARBLER (Phylloscopus trochiloides)  
One at Hathikuli, then one at 3800 m at Sela, a high altitude for 
it, and one at Mandala. 
BLYTH'S LEAF WARBLER (Phylloscopus reguloides)   
One of the most common and widespread warblers at altitude, 
commonly heard and frequently seen. 
YELLOW-VENTED WARBLER (Phylloscopus cantator) 
Good looks at one of this attractive bird below Bompu. 
GRAY-HOODED WARBLER (Phylloscopus xanthoschistos)  
Seen below Lama Camp a couple of times. 
WHISTLER'S WARBLER (Seicercus whistleri)  
A few in the higher altitude forests. A study in the 1990s 
revealed that "Golden-spectacled" consisted of five species, two 
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of which are altitudinal replacements in the mountains. Golden-
spectacled breeds below Whistler's, and I wonder if we 
overlooked it? 
GRAY-CHEEKED WARBLER (Seicercus poliogenys)  
A few sightings above Bompu. 
CHESTNUT-CROWNED WARBLER (Seicercus 
castaniceps)  
We had some very nice close views on several days above 
Bompu. 
 
Acrocephalidae (Reed Warblers) 
CLAMOROUS REED WARBLER (Acrocephalus stentoreus 
brunneus)  
One seen and heard in Kaziranga. 
 
Locustellidae (Grasshopper and bush warblers) 
BROWN BUSH WARBLER (Locustella luteoventris) 
We tried hard in the heath by the guest house at Mandala 
without success, then as we walked back up the hill towards the 
army camp, one began giving a loud alarm call close by the 
path, and we got pretty good views of it, with the bird even 
singing back in response to Avi’s tape. My IOC list tells me I’d 
seen this before, but I don’t know where as I have not been in 
the range shown, and it was a lifer for Avi, a rare bird in India. 
RUSSET BUSH WARBLER (Locustella mandeli) 
The group saw this at Lama, and I heard it on the last day above 
Dirang. 
STRIATED GRASSBIRD (Megalurus palustris) 
Seen in rank grass by the river at Nameri a couple of times. 
     
 Cisticolidae (Cisticolas and Allies) 
ZITTING CISTICOLA (Cisticola juncidis) 
About 10 singing and displaying at Newtown marsh in Kolkata, 
sounding nothing like Australian or African birds, clearly this 
species complex needs to be split out. 
BLACK-THROATED PRINIA (Prinia atrogularis)  
Seen below Lama Camp a couple of times. 
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ASHY PRINIA (Prinia socialis) 
This quite richly coloured prinia showed nicely at Kaziranga 
one afternoon. 
PLAIN PRINIA (Prinia inornata) 
One at Newtown Marsh in Kolkata. 
COMMON TAILORBIRD (Orthotomus sutorius 
Calling at Kaziranga and seen on one day, typically elusive 
despite being common. 
* DARK-NECKED TAILORBIRD (Orthotomus atrogularis)  
Heard at Sessni but greater game appeared and we left it. 
 
Paradoxornithidae (Parrotbills, Wrentit, and Allies) 
GOLDEN-BREASTED FULVETTA (Lioparus chrysotis) – 
Another one of the regional special birds, we had fantastic looks 
at 5 in bamboo above Bompu on Apr 30.  
WHITE-BREASTED PARROTBILL (Psittiparus ruficeps)  
Four-day records, usually of 2 birds, from Bompu, Lama Camp 
and en route to Tenga a.k.a. Greater Rufous-headed Parrotbill. 
GREY-HEADED PARROTBILL (Psittiparus gularis) 
We saw 4 just once down towards Sessni on May 1. 
 
Zosteropidae (White-eyes, Yuhinas, and Allies) 
STRIATED YUHINA (Yuhina castaniceps)   
6 down near Khellong on May 1. 
WHITE-NAPED YUHINA (Yuhina bakeri) 
I saw just one down towards Khellong on May 1. 
WHISKERED YUHINA (Yuhina flavicollis)  
Most near Lama Camp where it was quite common, with up to 
15 in a walk. 
STRIPE-THROATED YUHINA (Yuhina gularis)  
A few both above and below Lama Camp on May 1. 
RUFOUS-VENTED YUHINA (Yuhina occipitalis)   
A few at upper elevations above Lama Camp and at Mandala. 
BLACK-CHINNED YUHINA (Yuhina nigrimenta) 
4 seen on April 30 down towards Sessni, seemed rather smart 
and distinctive with that red bill, and uncommon.  
ORIENTAL WHITE-EYE (Zosterops palpebrosus) 



Sicklebill	  Safaris	  Arunachal	  Pradesh	  and	  Kaziranga	  2016	   33	  

A few from Hathikuli and Kaziranga only, heard at Nameri. 
 
Elachuridae (Spotted Elachura) 
SPOTTED ELACHURA (Elachura formosa)  
An important bird now it has been shown to be a monotypic and 
very ancient family, we heard them singing well several times 
below Bompu, glimpsing one on May 1 and spending ages on 
May 2 to get slightly better glimpses, though they just would not 
sit still and in view!  This "wren-babbler" has been found 
genetically to be an entirely distinct lineage and is now called 
Spotted Elachura. 
 
Timaliidae (Tree-Babblers, Scimitar-Babblers, and Allies) 
GOLDEN BABBLER (Stachyridopsis chrysaeum)  
We had good views several times of this small babbler of the 
understory below Bompu. 
RUFOUS-CAPPED BABBLER (Stachyridopsis ruficeps)  
Seen several times, the best on the last day near Tenga, and 
vocally frequent at the lower altitudes. 
CORAL-BILLED SCIMITAR-BABBLER (Pomatorhinus 
ferruginosus) 
One seen below Bompu on May 2. 
RED-BILLED SCIMITAR BABBLER (Pomatorhinus 
ochraceiceps) 
One below Bompu on May 21 after some effort to get it to 
show. 
SLENDER-BILLED SCIMITAR-BABBLER (Pomatorhinus 
superciliaris)  
One of the highlights of the tour was our experience with this 
really cool bird, seen at close range at length at Mandala.  
 
STREAK-BREASTED SCIMITAR-BABBLER 
(Pomatorhinus ruficollis)  
A nice show below Lama Camp Apr 29.  
WHITE-BROWED SCIMITAR-BABBLER (Pomatorhinus 
schisticeps)  
I think some folks may have seen this at Hathikuli tea 
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estate/Kaziranga? 
RUFOUS-THROATED WREN-BABBLER (Spelaeornis 
caudatus)  
Another wren-babbler challenge, this one with good success 
below Lama Camp. It is considered "Near Threatened." 
BAR-WINGED WREN-BABBLER (Spelaeornis 
troglodytoides) 
Lobsang got us a great one up at Mandala and it showed very 
well. 
SIKKIM WEDGE-BILLED BABBLER. (Sphenocichla 
humei) 
Elusive and skulking and a quite odd bird, but we got pretty 
good views below Bompu with 2 birds on May 1, and did it all 
again later above the camp when trying for the Bugun Liocichla. 
a.k.a. Blackish-breasted Babbler  
GRAY-THROATED BABBLER (Stachyris nigriceps)  
One below Bompu, then again as we came back to Tenga on the 
last day in a small babbler flock in the bamboo by the river.  
PIN-STRIPED TIT-BABBLER (Macronous gularis) 
Seen at Hathikuli and heard at Nameri. 
CHESTNUT-CAPPED BABBLER (Timalia pileata) 
One seen in Kaziranga and heard there next day. 
 
Pellorneidae (Ground Babblers and Allies) 
YELLOW-THROATED FULVETTA (Schoeniparus 
cinereus)  
We had several excellent looks at close range; this species can 
be very responsive, 
RUFOUS-WINGED FULVETTA (Schoeniparus castaneceps) 
Relatively few, but still some good looks at the complicated 
plumage pattern. Genetic studies greatly scrambled the contents 
of the babblers, putting fulvettas in at least three different 
places. 
 
Leiothrichidae (Laughingthrushes and Allies) 
*  SLENDER-BILLED BABBLER (Turdoides longirostris) 
Heard very close by in Kaziranga on Apr 25 but regrettably did 
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not come into view. 
JUNGLE BABBLER (Turdoides striata) 
A brief view of 2 at Hathikuli, really a BVD as far as I was 
concerned. 
STRIATED LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Grammatoptila striata) 
One of the better laughingthrushes, seen quite well near Lama 
Camp. 
WHITE-CRESTED LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Garrulax 
leucolophus)   
Another Laughingthrush, at the terminally shy end of the 
spectrum so only seen briefly. 
GREY-SIDED LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Garrulax caeruleus) 
Seen below Bompu and then below Lama Camp. 
SPOTTED LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Ianthocincla ocellata) – 
Great looks at a great bird on Eaglenest Pass, and again later at 
the lower reaches of Sela. This bird can be a really bad 
laughingthrush to see…… 
GREATER NECKLACED LAUGHINGTHRUSH 
(Ianthocincla pectoralis)  
Definitely slippery, but we had a series of quick views as some 
worked in and out of a fruiting tree at the Gibbon sanctuary, and 
then briefly below Bompu. 
WHITE-THROATED LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Ianthocincla 
albogularis)  
Two flicked over the trail above Bompu but we saw nothing on 
them really. 
RUFOUS-NECKED LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Ianthocincla 
ruficollis)  
5 at Hathikuli tea estate on Apr 26. The best looks at the 
difficult laughingthrushes often occur when the birds just 
appear, rather than from playback. 
BHUTAN LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Trochalopteron 
imbricatum) 
We saw this small, plain laughingthrush near Bompu Camp. 
This is about as close to a Bhutanese endemic as there is. a.k.a. 
Bhutan Streaked Laughingthrush, as split from Streaked 
Laughingthrush of the western Himalaya. 
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[BLUE-WINGED LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Trochalopteron 
imbricatum)] 
Glimpsed flying over the road above Bompu but not heard to 
call and a UTV for me at least. 
BLACK-FACED LAUGHINGTHRUSH (Trochalopteron 
affine) 
Not the best of the laughingthrushes, but showed well at Sela, I 
even got a backlit photo.  
CHESTNUT-CROWNED LAUGHINGTHRUSH 
(Trochalopteron erythrocephalum)  
Vocal around Bompu and Mandala but hard to see well, it was 
really only at Mandala that most of us got reasonable views. 
HIMALAYAN CUTIA (Cutia nipalensis)  
We connected with 6 of this babbler, which acts like a nuthatch 
in the forests below Lama Camp. A fine looking bird, also seen 
less well below Bompu. Cutia has been split into this species 
and Vietnamese Cutia. 
NEPAL FULVETTA (Alcippe nipalensis)  
A relatively plain bird of the understory, seen down towards 
Khellong and heard en route to Tenga. 
BLUE-WINGED MINLA (Actinodura cyanouroptera)  
Seen several times below Bompu. 
BAR-THROATED MINLA (SIVA)  (Actinodura strigula)  
Seen several times above Bompu and again at Mandala. a.k.a. 
Bar-throated Siva or Chestnut-tailed Minla. 
RED-TAILED MINLA (Minla ignotincta)  
This striking bird was seen 4 times above Bompu and I got a 
good view once 
RED-FACED LIOCICHLA (Liocichla phoenicea)  
One seen fairly well but at some distance during our Bugun 
Liocichla quest below Lama Camp. 
BUGUN LIOCICHLA (Liocichla bugunorum) 
Well, we sure tried and we heard it a number of times below 
Lama Camp and once at a site above Bompu, but despite it 
being close several times it eluded us all bar Barbara, who got a 
brief look one afternoon (unless Joyce got a glimpse of the head 
that morning?)  Now taped and photographed out below Lama I 
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fear. 
STREAK-THROATED BARWING (Actinoidura waldeni) 
Seen well below Bompu and around Lama Camp. 
RUSTY-FRONTED BARWING (Actinodura egertoni)  
This barwing was in fine form, with many good views above 
Bompu. 
SILVER-EARED MESIA (Leiothrix argentauris)  
A real beauty, seen several times in shrubbery below Bompu. 
RED-BILLED LEIOTHRIX (Leiothrix lutea0 
This came late in the day but we saw a couple en route to Tenga 
on the last day. 
RUFOUS-BACKED SIBIA (Heterophasia annectans) 
Seen nicely a couple of times below Bompu. 
BEAUTIFUL SIBIA (Heterophasia pulchella) 
Seen daily at the higher altitudes, in small numbers, and quite 
vocal, this is a subtle species rather than striking. 
LONG-TAILED SIBIA (Heterophasia picaoides) 
Four day records of small and quite noisy groups, the first as we 
hit the fog en route to Lama Camp, then a few times around 
Bompu and Mandala.  
 
Muscicapidae (Old World Flycatchers) 
ORIENTAL MAGPIE-ROBIN (Copsychus saularis) 
In disturbed areas at lower elevations from Hathikuli on, a 
colonist of the valleys. 
WHITE-RUMPED SHAMA (Copsychus malabaricus) 
One at Hathikuli in the putative pitta thicket, and heard at 
Nameri. 
DARK-SIDED FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa sibirica)  
Five-day records of ones and two of this migrant at the mid-
altitudes. 
ASIAN BROWN FLYCATCHER (Muscicapa dauurica) 
Seen once or twice below Bompu. 
WHITE-GORGETED FLYCATCHER (Anthipes monileger) 
A good look at one below Bompu, skulking in thick vegetation 
but eventually showing nicely. 
PALE BLUE-FLYCATCHER (Cyornis unicolor)  
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One seen a couple of times below Bompu, unfortunately in bad 
light though I did post a recording on the IBC. 
* PALE-CHINNED BLUE FLYCATCHER (Cyornis 
poliogenys) 
Heard singing well at Hathikuli and then at Lama Camp, but 
unresponsive like so many species this trip. 
LARGE BLUE FLYCATCHER (Cyornis magnirostris) 
Avi found this singing in a bamboo thicket  above Khellong on 
May 1, and we got the scope on it looking downslope, a good 
view but we could not see the undertail coverts; I taped it and 
have put the cut under “Mysteries” on  XC, but I think it will be 
shown to be this species as was thought. 
SMALL NILTAVA (Niltava macgrigoriae)   
Heard at Hathikuli and seen nicely below Bompu where it may 
have been nesting. 
RUFOUS-BELLIED NILTAVA (Niltava sundara)  
Singles seen several times around Bompu and then at Mandala. 
VERDITER FLYCATCHER (Eumyias thalassinus)  
A common bird of broadleaf forests below Bompu 
LESSER SHORTWING (Brachypteryx leucophrys) 
One seen briefly below Bompu, it was singing well but stayed 
buried much of the time. 
WHITE-BROWED SHORTWING (Brachypteryx montana) 
Two sightings, one above Bompu late one afternoon when it 
was singing loudly, and another found by Chris at Mandala. 
with a very nice flight view once. 
INDIAN BLUE ROBIN (Larvivora brunnea) 
Lobsang found what he called Hodgson’s Redstart sat up 
singing atop a tree below Lama, but that was clearly incorrect - 
the short white supercilium, pale legs and whitish undertail that 
show in my photo can only be Indian Blue Robin. Apparently 
they usually skulk but can sit up and sing like this! An 
unexpected lifer. 
BLUE WHISTLING-THRUSH (Myophonus caeruleus)  
Singles seen twice, by Sapper bridge and then as we neared 
Tenga, both by streams.  
SLATY-BACKED FORKTAIL (Enicurus schistaceus)  
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One on a creek as we headed up towards the fog area en route to 
Lama Camp. It seems like forktails should be their own family, 
but they are currently left in old world flycatchers. 
BLACK-BACKED FORKTAIL (Enicurus immaculatus) 
One on the very same stream where we had seen Slaty-backed 
earlier in the tour, but we saw it well and despite Lobsang’s 
insistence to the contrary, this was clearly Black-backed. 
[SPOTTED FORKTAIL (Enicurus maculatus)} 
One heard and then glimpsed flying off on the creek above 
Sessni, but no details seen and sadly untickable. 
WHITE-TAILED ROBIN (Myiomela leucurum)  
Chris became expert at gripping us off with this, seeing it at 
Eaglenest and Mandala. 
BLUE-FRONTED ROBIN (Cinclidium frontale) 
Heard below Lama Camp, and then above Bompu, another that 
Chris saw but the rest of us only heard or glimpsed and a BVD 
for me. 
HIMALAYAN BLUETAIL (Tarsiger rufilatus) 
One fine colourful female just below the Sela crest around 4100 
m on May 5. 
GOLDEN BUSH-ROBIN (Tarsiger chrysaeus) 
A super male as we came up to Sela early in the morning, a 
species I had long wanted to see. 
RUFOUS-GORGETED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula 
strophiata) 
Two at Mandala. 
ULTRAMARINE FLYCATCHER (Ficedula superciliaris) 
Seen best below Bompu and also at the lunch stop at Mandala.  
TAIGA FLYCATCHER (Ficedula albicilla)  
A couple of sightings at Hathikuli tea estate a.k.a. Red-throated 
Flycatcher, as split from Red-breasted.  
SNOWY-BROWED FLYCATCHER (Ficedula hyperythra) 
One as we drove down to Bompu. 
BLUE-FRONTED REDSTART (Phoenicurus frontalis)  
This beauty on Sela where it showed very well and we saw up to 
9 birds. 
PLUMBEOUS REDSTART (Phoenicurus fuliginosus) 
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A specialist on rocky, rushing streams, there was a spotty juv. in 
the Sengti Valley. 
WHITE-CAPPED REDSTART (Phoenicurus leucocephalus) 
Great looks at Sela in the wet meadows; also seen on large, open 
rivers. This dynamite bird is better known as River Chat and 
used to have its own genus Chaimarrornis. 
BLUE-CAPPED REDSTART (Phoenicurus coeruleocephala) 
A retrospective Chris grip-off, one was by the lunch stop below 
Mandala but most of us were unsighted. Next time….. 
CHESTNUT-BELLIED ROCK-THRUSH (Monticola 
rufiventris)  
One as we came up to Eaglenest Pass, and then one at Mandala 
that stayed for scope views. 
BLUE-CAPPED ROCK-THRUSH (Monticola 
cinclorhynchus)  
Joyce gripped us off with one as we came up to Lama, but I saw 
a fine male on the way down later, and 2 were seen on utility 
wires along the road near Dirang. My final one of the genus too, 
which was nice. 
GRAY BUSHCHAT (Saxicola ferreus)  
Good views on several days, especially at Sengti and Mandala. 
 
Turdidae (Thrushes and Allies) 
GRANDALA (Grandala coelicolor) 
The fog had rolled in at Sela, but Avi spotted two pairs of this 
wonderful bird on a rocky ridge, and when we had collected the 
other car we found 9 of them wheeling about on the slope 
downhill, just wonderful and one of my birds of the trip. The 
color blue is so vivid and electric, and they have broad 
triangular wings like bee-eaters or woodswallows, I just can’t 
see this as a thrush, monotypic family is my guess. 
WHITE-COLLARED BLACKBIRD (Turdus albocinctus) 
One as we came up to the Sela area, and one at Mandala, a 
striking bird. 
GRAY-WINGED BLACKBIRD (Turdus boulboul)  
Just one below Lama Camp was the only one we saw. 
TIBETAN BLACKBIRD (Turdus maximus) 
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A fine male on grassy slopes at 4200 m at Sela, I even put the 
scope on it just before the fog came in. One of the multiple 
splits out of what was Eurasian Blackbird. 
GREEN COCHOA (Cochoa viridis) 
One in forest below Bompu on May 1, it flew and I got a fair 
view of it sat sideways with the big silver wing patches, then we 
got sidetracked by a damn Beautiful Sibia and we lost the 
cochoa, the first I’d ever seen and long overdue. 
 
Sturnidae (Starlings) 
HILL MYNA (Gracula religiosa) 
Seen at Kaziranga tea estate and Hathikuli, just 2 birds each 
time. 
COMMON MYNA (Acridotheres tristis)  
Common in disturbed areas at lower elevations. 
GREAT MYNA (Acridotheres grandis) 
This was quite common at the lower altitudes, especially at 
Kaziranga and Nameri. Confusingly often called White-vented 
Myna. 
JUNGLE MYNA (Acridotheres fuscus) 
Common in the lowlands from Jorhat to Nameri. 
BANK MYNA (Acridotheres gingianus) 
Our guide Prolash found one near the park entrance at 
Kaziranga, unexpected here and the first time I have seen a wild 
one, my only others being the feral birds in the UAE. 
PIED MYNA (Gracupica contra) 
Small numbers around Jorhat and Kaziranga. 
CHESTNUT-TAILED STARLING (Sturnia malabarica) 
Up to 10 at Jorhat and Kaziranga and small numbers at Nameri. 
 
 
Dicaeidae (Flowerpeckers) 
SCARLET BACKED FLOWERPECKER (Dicaeum 
cruentatum) 
Bizarrely the only flowerpecker of the entire trip was this one 
near the Gibbon sanctuary!  
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Nectariniidae (Sunbirds and Spiderhunters) 
RUBY-CHEEKED SUNBIRD (Chalcoparia singalensis) 
A few sightings around Gibbon sanctuary, Hathikuli and 
Kaziranga. 
BLACK-THROATED SUNBIRD (Aethopyga saturata) 
A few above Bompu, breeding below several others.  
MRS GOULD'S SUNBIRD (Aethopyga gouldiae)  
This stunning bird was seen in small numbers at Eaglenest Pass, 
with some good views. 
GREEN-TAILED SUNBIRD (Aethopyga nipalensis)  
The most common sunbird, and a first responder to owlet 
recordings. We had many fine views and photos at close range. 
CRIMSON SUNBIRD (Aethopyga siparaja)  
Just one fine male at Hathikuli tea estate. 
FIRE-TAILED SUNBIRD (Aethopyga ignicauda)  
Seen twice, on Sela, where several were seen well, a spectacular 
bird of the high altitudes where it is quite nomadic. 
STREAKED SPIDERHUNTER (Arachnothera magna) 
Spiderhunters are a distinctive group, and this is a fun one, with 
a thick, curved bill, plenty of streaks, and those bright orange 
legs, seen well down towards Sessni and Khellong.  
 
Passeridae (Sparrows) 
BAYA WEAVER (Ploceus philippinus) 
A nesting group at Kaziranga, this is the potentially splittable 
eastern subspecies burmanicus. Our guide saw Finn’s Weaver 
drop into long grass here, but it never reappeared. 
 
Prunellidae (Accentors) 
RUFOUS-BREASTED ACCENTOR (Prunella strophiata)  
A brief view of one at Sela early on, then a great view later as 
we came down, I even got a photo.  Also seen briefly at 
Mandala. 
 
Motacillidae (Wagtails and Pipits) 
WESTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL (Motacilla flava) 
Only seen at Kaziranga where we had good looks at the taxa 
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beema and thunbergi, the former being a new one for me. 
Collect them all as this group badly needs splitting out. 
CITRINE WAGTAIL (Motacilla citreola) 
Up to 15 at Kaziranga, where we had great looks at two highly 
distinctive and potentially splittable taxa, grey-backed citreola, 
and black backed calcarata, the latter new for me. 
GRAY WAGTAIL (Motacilla cinerea)  
Just two records on mountain streams. 
WHITE (HIMALAYAN) WAGTAIL (Motacilla alba)  
The distinctive local breeding subspecies alboides was common 
along the Sengti Valley, and should be split as Himalayan 
Wagtail.  
WHITE-BROWED WAGTAIL (Motacilla maderaspatensis) 
I was thrilled to find one along the Jia Boreli river at Nameri, it 
was my final wagtail species, and we saw 2 next day on the raft 
trip. 
PADDYFIELD PIPIT (Anthus rufulus) 
A scattering of sightings from the lower and mid altitudes, 
starting at Newtown Marsh in Kolkata. 
ROSY PIPIT (Anthus roseatus)  
We had a good look at one spring plumage migrant near a pond 
at Kaziranga, with a non-breeding bird next day, and I think the 
birds calling like Meadow pipits by the lodge at Mandala are 
this species.  
OLIVE-BACKED PIPIT (Anthus hodgsoni)  
Just 3 day records max. 4 birds below Lama Camp. 
 
Emberizidae (Buntings and New World Sparrows) 
CRESTED BUNTING (Emberiza lathami) 
Chris aw one as we went up to Lama Camp, and I saw one as we 
were leaving Dirang. Seems decidedly uncommon. 
 
Fringillidae (Finches, Euphonias, and Allies) 
PLAIN MOUNTAIN-FINCH (Leucosticte nemoricola)  
A flock of 15 as we drove up to Sela, then luckily another flock 
of 15 at 4200 m at the pass crest, with some sat on utility wires 
for much better views. 
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GOLD-NAPED FINCH (Pyrrhoplectes epauletta)  
Three females and a male in the Lama Camp area on April 29, 
with a pair feeding opposite the dining area for ages. A scarce 
bird and always a good find. 
CRIMSON-BROWED FINCH (Pinicola subhimachala)  
A great look at a very distinctive female below Lama Camp on 
Apr 29; this is a relative of Pine Grosbeak. 
COMMON ROSEFINCH (Carpodacus erythrinus) 
A male and 6 females at Nameri were a nice find.  
{HIMALAYAN BEAUTIFUL ROSEFINCH (Carpodacus 
pulcherrimus)} 
We saw two briefly in poor light in the early morning at Sela, 
but really the view was too poor to list.   
HIMALAYAN WHITE-BROWED ROSEFINCH 
(Carpodacus thura) 
Three in the early morning as we drove up to Sela, much better 
views and even a poor photo. A split from Chinese White-
browed Rosefinch. 
SCARLET FINCH (Haematospiza sipahi)  
Three females below Bompu, then a badly lit male at Lama and 
another female next day. 
GREY-HEADED BULLFINCH (Pyrrhula erythaca) 
Two at Lama Camp were the only bullfinches we saw. 
SPOT-WINGED GROSBEAK (Mycerobas melanozanthos)  
The two streaky grosbeaks withy white wing bars that we saw 
below Lame Camp early morning have to be this species, they 
just don’t fit White-winged. 
WHITE-WINGED GROSBEAK (Mycerobas carnipes)  
The birds with two white wing bars that we saw below Lama 
Camp were actually Spot-winged Grosbeak, but we did see 
males of White-winged at Sela and Mandala. 
 
Passeridae (Old World Sparrows) 
HOUSE SPARROW (Passer domesticus) 
Seen in Kolkata and round Kaziranga. 
RUSSET SPARROW (Passer rutilans)  
A few in the higher, agricultural valleys at Sengti (1) and then 
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Mandala. Known as Cinnamon Sparrow in Rasmussen. 
EURASIAN TREE SPARROW (Passer montanus)  
A few at lower elevations than Russet, although overlapping at 
times. 
YELLOW-THROATED SPARROW (Gymnoris 
xanthocollis) 
I saw one in cultivation by the river at Nameri on Apr 26, the 
pale wing bars, white belly and grey upperparts nailing it. 
 
Species total c.390, I got c.106 lifers, Chris 56, Joyce 56; shame 
the rains caused us to miss many of the grassland specials at 
Kaziranga. 
 
Personal highlights were the rhinos, my first tesias. first cochoa, 
Cutia at last, Himalayan Monal, Snow Pigeon, Great Thick-
knee, Grandala, Rufous-necked Hornbill, Gold-naped Finch, 
Scarlet Finch, Spotted Elachura and the black-backed taxon of 
Citrine Wagtail, plus my last Monticola and last Motacilla. 
 
 
MAMMALS 
Cercopithecidae (macaques, langurs etc) 
ASSAMESE MACAQUE (Macaca assamensis)  
Seen along the roads near Tezpur 
ARUNACHAL MACAQUE (Macaca munzala) 
One seen below Bompu, a darker faced animal than the Assam 
macaque. Listed as Endangered, only described in 2004 and 
very poorly known; I was surprised at how few mammals we 
saw up here. This is another of these dubious phylogenetic splits 
beloved of primatologists these days, I just wonder how many 
species of humans we have if they apply the same criteria to us? 
RHESUS MACAQUE (Macaca mulatta) 
Seen nicely in Kaziranga. 
CAPPED LANGUR (Presbytis pileata)  
Seen by most at the Gibbon Reserve. 
 
Hylobatidae (Gibbons) 
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WESTERN HOOLOCK GIBBON (Hoolock hoolock) 
Great looks at the Gibbon sanctuary, they sound quite like 
chimps and are the second largest of the family, the females are 
blonde coloured and the males have great white eyebrows. 
 
Sciuridae (Squirrels) 
BLACK (MALAY) GIANT SQUIRREL (Ratufa bicolor)  
Seen a couple of times at the higher altitude forests at Lama and 
Bompu  
HOARY-BELLIED (IRAWADDY) SQUIRREL 
(Callosciurus pygerythrus)  
The first squirrel of the trip, seen near the Kaziranga tea estate 
and at Hathikuli. 
ORANGE-BELLIED SQUIRREL (Dremomys lokriah) 
One below Lama Camp 
HIMALAYAN STRIPED SQUIRREL (Tamiops 
macclellandi)  
The one that looks like a chipmunk, seen below Lama Camp. 
PALLAS’S (RED-BELLIED) SQUIRREL (Callosciurus 
erythraeus) 
Seen at the Kaziranga tea estate. 
 
Mustelidae (Weasels etc) 
SMOOTH-COATED OTTER (Lutrogale perspicillata) 
Two groups seen in Kaziranga, 4 just after the elephant trek, 
then 6 next day, quite a large animal too. 
YELLOW-THROATED MARTEN (Martes flavigula)  
Seen from the car as we came down from Mandala, for Barbara 
only. 
 
 
Cervidae (Deer) 
SAMBHAR (Rusa unicolor) 
Heard giving a loud coughing bark in Kaziranga, and we saw 
one at a pond there. I found I’d seen it in Thailand before….. 
SWAMP DEER (Barasingha) (Rucervus duvaucelii) 
Good looks at herds of them in Kaziranga, classified as 
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Vulnerable and >5000 in total it seems. 
HOG DEER (Hyelaphus porcinus) 
This small stocky rich brown deer was common in Kaziranga. 
MUNTJAC (BARKING DEER) (Muntiacus muntjak)  
Noisy deer were heard barking at Nameri and I saw one at the 
Gibbon Sanctuary. 
WILD BOAR (Sus scrofa) 
A few seen in Kaziranga, quite large and very dark in colour. 
 
Elephantidae (elephants) 
ASIAN ELEPHANT (Elephas maximus) 
Just a single wild one seen in Kaziranga was a lifer for me, but 
tracks, dung and trails were all over Eaglenest and I was quite 
relieved we did not run into one there! I did not realize how 
many people they kill each year. Now of course classified as 
Endangered. 
 
Rhinocerotidae (Rhinos) 
GREAT INDIAN RHINOCEROS (Rhinoceros unicornis) 
One of the sightings of the trip for me, less jaded than some of 
my fellows, was the sighting of good numbers of this 
astonishing and highly aquatic creature at Kaziranga, seen really 
well from elephant back as well. They are a lovely silvery-grey 
when dry, and look like they are covered in boilerplate, with 
orange hairs fringing the very large ears. We saw something like 
9, 20 and 15 on the 3 days we went into the park, you can even 
see them from the main road outside. The rangers have a shoot 
to kill policy as regards poachers; so long may the rhinos 
survive. Some had evidently been dehorned too, which seems a 
wise precaution. Now for Sumatran Rhino…… 
 
Pteropodidae (Flying-foxes) 
INDIAN FLYING FOX (Pteropus giganteus) 
Vocal at Kaziranga tea estate but I need a better view! 
 
Herps 
Bengal Monitor  Varanus bengalensis in Kaziranga.  
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Tokay Gecko Gecko gekko at Nameri,  with a good photo. 
Banded racer Argyrogena fasciolata at Nameri, the only snake 
identified. 
 
Butterflies 
All from photographs, there were many more species left 
unidentified as we got no shots. 
 
The big moth at Bompu – Brahmea Moth - Brahmea hearseyi 
 
Red Helen- Papilio helenus 
Leopard Lacewing- Cethosia cyane 
Batwing- Atrophaneura varuna 
Large Orange-tip- Hebomoia glaucippe I was never able to 
photograph this despite much chasing at Nameri! 
Three-grass Yellow- Eurema blanda 
Common Birdwing-Troides helena 
Indian Sapphire – Heliophorus indicus 
Common Four Ring – Ypthima huebneri 
Paris Peacock - Papilio paris paris 
Patkai Dark Catseye – Zipaetis scylax scylax 
Indian Sapphire - Heliophorus indicus 
Plain Tiger – Danaus chrysippus 
Himalayan Sailor – Neptis mahendra 
Chocolate Albatross – Appias lyncida 
Indian Common Mormon  – Papilio polytes romulus 
Sadon White-edged Bushbrown – Mycalesis mestra sadona 
Dark Judy – Abisara fylla 
Himalayan Spotted Jester - Symbrenthia hypselis cotanda 
Powdery Green Sapphire – Heliophorus moorei tytleri 
Khasi Common Jester, Symbrenthia lilaea khasiana 
Mycalesis spp – cannot be sure as the angle is not allowing me 
to see all of the features – Bushbrown for sure – possibly a worn 
Bengal Bush Brown – M.gotama charaka 
Indian Long-branded Bush Brown – Mycalesis visala visala 
Chocolate Pansy – Junonia iphita 
Common Mapwing – Cyrestis thyodamas 
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Common Mormon – Papilio polytes romulus  
Common Mormon (P. polytes romulus) with Oriental Common 
Bluebottle – Graphium sarpedon sarpedon 
Spangle – Papilio protenor euprotenor 
Tree Yellow (the completely yellow butterfly – Gandaca harina 
assamica	  and most possibly Sikkim One Spot Grass Yellow – 
Eurema andersoni jordani 
Himalayan Punchinello – Zemeros flegyas flegyas 
Oriental Great Eggfly  – Hypolimnas bolina jacintha 
Striped Blue Crow – Euploea mulciber mulciber 
Popinjay – Stibochiona nicea nicea 
Bhutanese Dusky Labyrinth – Neope yama yama 
Tabby – Pseudergolis wedah wedah 
Grey Pansy – Junonia atlites 
Eastern Striped Albatross – Appias olferna 
 
Phil Gregory,  
Kuranda May 2016 
www sicklebillsafaris.com 
info@S2travel.net 
 


