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S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
CAPE YORK: A BRIEF OVERVIEW

CAPE YORK REGION

The Cape York peninsula is one of Australia’s last frontiers. For much of the way we will be travelling on
unsealed road and our sturdy 8 seater 4WD. Landcruiser is a must. For most of the way up we travel through
savannah like cattle country. North of the small townships of Lakeland and Laura there is little habitation and the
country is divided into vast cattle stations with the occasional roadhouse situated along the highway. The
mining town of Weipa is on the east coast of the Cape where there are also a number of aboriginal
communities. Much of the west coast has been designated as national parks. During the Wet Season the road
up often becomes impassable and is closed to the general public. Communities often become isolated at this
time of year.

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
TOUR INFORMATION
This 7 day tour visits two of the major bird and
wildlife areas of Cape York. The Musgrave /Lakeland
area and Iron Range. Travelling from Cairns to Iron
Range by road allows a good look at the different

habitats that can be seen in this northernmost part of
Australia. Mangroves, heathland, rainforest, vine

forest, savannah and wetlands offer lots to look at.
Iron Range has a number of bird species that cannot

In Lockhart River we will be staying at either
Portland House or Iron Range Cabins. Portland
House has air-conditioning in the bedrooms but
the bathroom is shared by the whole group. Iron
Range Cabins has comfortable self-contained
accommodation close to the airﬁeld and the
national park entrance at Lockhart River.

be seen elsewhere in Australia such as the New
Guinea “specials” like Eclectus Parrot, Palm

Cockatoo and Yellow-billed Kingﬁsher, while at
Musgrave we hope to see Golden-shouldered
Parrot, a Cape York endemic and local specials such
as Red Goshawk and Star Finch.

This tour starts and ends in Cairns, Australia.
Costs will include:
6 nights accommodation, meals as per the

Eclectus Parrot

itinerary, transport including fuel, site fees,
guide services and bird list.

Cost does not include:
Flights, drinks, snacks, visas, laundry and items
of a personal nature.
DIFFICULTY
While there are no long hikes up steep trails there
are long distances to travel along dirt roads which,
in some areas may be poorly maintained. A 4WD is

Yellow-billed Kingﬁsher

essential for this trip.
ACCOMMODATION
While there is a variety of accommodation
available from backpacker to more luxurious with
ensuites. On this tour we will be staying at
Musgrave Roadhouse, rooms here vary from en
suite motel type rooms to more basic rooms with
shared bathrooms. Both room types have air
conditioning.

Marbled Frogmouth

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
TOUR PRICE & INFORMATION (GROUP OF 6)
TOUR DURATION:
6 Nights, 7 Days

LAND COST:

AUD$3,475.00 per person Twin Share.

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:
AUD$615.00

FLIGHTS:

Approximately an additional AU$375.00 – AU$420.00
per person depending on time of booking. We will
buy these for you to ensure that everyone is traveling
on the same ﬂights.

GROUP SIZE:

6 clients + Sicklebill Guide

Magniﬁcent Riﬂebird

ABOUT YOUR GUIDE
JUN MATSUI

With a lifetime interest in wildlife in general Jun started bird guiding
in 1993 when he worked as a volunteer ranger at the Hikarigaoka
nature park in Tokyo, Japan. After working for the Japanese
Environment Agency where he collected and managed data and at
several reserves where he was involved in setting up environmental
education projects and guiding as well as general management, he
ﬁrst arrived in Australia in 1999.
Spending a year traveling around and volunteering at various bird
hotspots including Broome Bird Observatory he eventually took a
job as a specialist bird tour guide for inbound Japanese groups, based in the tropical Far North Queensland
town of Cairns. He has been involved in several bird publications and is the author of the very popular Japanese
language ﬁeld guide to the birds and wildlife of the Cairns/Atherton Tablelands area. Jun joined Sicklebill
Safaris in 2007.
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ABOUT THE BIRDING AREAS
MUSGRAVE & LAKEFIELD

This area of dry savannah has an avifauna more closely
allied to the country west of the Divide than to the
rainforests to its north and south. The stronghold of the
Golden-shouldered Parrot, this area also allows

access to Lakeﬁeld National Park. Lakeﬁeld (or Rinyirru
as it is now named) has a variety of habitats including
gallery rainforest, open woodland and grassland, but is
best known for its extensive wetlands which hold vast
numbers of waterbirds. The billabong in front of
Lotusbird Lodge draws in large numbers of waterbirds

Palm Cockatoo

from the surrounding region. The magnetic termite
mounds on the Nifold Plain are also worth a look and
Star Finch, Grass Owl and Australian Boobook and if

we are lucky, Red Goshawk are amongst the birds that
can be seen.

IRON RANGE

Iron Range is one of the most famous birding sites in
Australia. It is the furthest south that most of the
“specials” that Cape York shares with New Guinea get,
Dense tropical rainforest mixes with open woodland

Noisy Pitta

and a variety of coastal habitats to create a diverse
mosaic of birding opportunities.

Golden-shoulderd Parrot

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
CAPE YORK TOUR PLAN
Days 1 - Thursday 23rd August 2019
From Cairns we drive north through Mt Molloy to Mt Carbine, the McLeod
River and on to Lakeland. We will stop to look at interesting birding sites
and to refresh ourselves along the way. After lunch we continue on to
Musgrave. The late afternoon is spent searching for the Goldenshouldered Parrot.

Accommodation: Musgrave
Meals Included: Lunch & Dinner

Days 2 - Friday 24th August 2019

Chestnut-breasted Cuckoo

We have a second chance for the Golden-shouldered Parrots if we didn’t

see them the day before. Otherwise we will have a full day of birding in
Lakeﬁeld National Park. There are a number of lagoons with waterbirds,
and the grasslands hold many ﬁnches including the Star Finch. In the

evening we may do some spotlighting and return to Musgrave where we
stay the night.
Accommodation: Musgrave
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Days 3 - Saturday 25th August 2019

Frill-necked Monarch

In the early morning we bird the area around Musgrave, and then continue
north to Archer River. After some birding and lunch, we travel to Portland
Roads via Iron Range National Park. There is a chance of Palm Cockatoo

and other specials as we travel over the rough tracks towards the coast.
Late afternoon we reach our destination and will stay four nights at Iron
Range Cabins.
Accommodation: Lockhart River
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Black-eared Catbird

Days 4 - Sunday 26th August 2019
This morning we bird the tropical rainforest and woodlands around Iron
Range. We can visit the nesting tree of the Eclectus Parrots, and should

see many of the New Guinea specials. After a picnic lunch we bird through
the afternoon, before returning to our accommodation to relax.
Accommodation: Lockhart River
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
Trumpet Manucode

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
CAPE YORK TOUR PLAN (CONT.)
Days 5 - Monday 27th August 2019
Again we have an early start and will spend the day birding Iron Range
National Park. We visit a number of different sites in search of Greenbacked Honeyeater, Northern Scrub-robin and other skulkers. Late
afternoon we return to our accommodation for a cold drink and a meal.
Accommodation: Lockhart River
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Days 6 - Tuesday 28th August 2019
The ﬁrst part of the day is spent birding around Portland Roads, where we

Rode Beetle

can see the Fawn-breasted Bowerbird and Mangrove Robin. In the
afternoon a visit to Chilli Beach should produce a good selection of new

species, and we can observe the spectacular swirling ﬂight of thousands
of Metallic Starlings coming in to roost on dusk. After this we will do

some night spotting. On our spotlighting trip we hope to see Marbled
Frogmouth and Rufous Owl.

Accommodation: Lockhart River
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Days 7 - Wednesday 29th August 2019

White-streaked Honeyeater

After some early morning birding you say goodbye to your guide who has
to drive back down the Cape while you take your ﬂight back to Cairns. At
present the ﬂight is due to arrive in Cairns at 1840 but schedules can
change especially in remote locations and it is best to remember this
when making onward bookings.
Meals Included: Breakfast & Lunch
Please note the order of the itinerary may change depending on what we

White-necked Heron

have already seen and local conditions.

Dusk on the beach

S ICKLEBILL
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FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR AUSTRALIA
Further information about this tour will be sent to

deposit must be received within fourteen days, or

people once registration is conﬁrmed. This

the space will be released. Full payment of the tour

includes:
• General information for travellers to Australia
• Contact list
• Checklist of birds

Air Arrangements – Flights from Lockhart River
will be arranged for you. We suggest that you allow

a good time lapse before any onward ﬂights as
Cape York ﬂight timetables are fairly frequently
altered at the last minute.

Airport Transfers – Airport transfers at Lockhart
River are included in the tour.

Smoking - As most of our clients and all of our
guides are non-smokers we would ask you to
respect this and not to smoke in bedrooms, in
vehicles or nearby on trails. We book non-smoking
accommodation where it is available.

Tour Inclusions and Exclusions - The tour fee is
in AUD and is based on twin occupancy. Cost
includes accommodation as per itinerary, transfers,
meals as per itinerary, site fees, guide services &
bird list. Flights are given as a separate cost and this
is not guaranteed until booked and paid for.
The fee does not include airport taxes, visa fees
(you will need to check your visa requirements for
Australia), drinks, optional tips to local drivers and
guides, phone calls, laundry, or other items of a
personal nature.

Tour Registration – To register for this tour let us
know you would like to join us and we will send you

the Registration/Release and Indemnity forms and
an invoice for your deposit. Please ﬁll in the forms
and return them along with a deposit of

AUD$500.00 per person. If registering by phone, a

fee is due 120 days out from the tour start date.

Trip Cancellation and Emergency Insurance -

We strongly recommend you consider purchasing
comprehensive trip insurance, which includes trip
cancellation, loss or damage to baggage and
property, missed ﬂights and also medical insurance
(including a medical evacuation option), to cover
your investment in case of injury or illness to you or
your family prior to or during a trip. Because we
must remit early (and substantial) tour deposits to
our suppliers, we cannot offer any refund once we
have paid for items.
When making a decision regarding health
insurance you should consider that many foreign
doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior
to providing service and that a medical evacuation
to your home country may cost well in excess of
AU$50,000. Uninsured travellers who require
medical care overseas often face extreme
difﬁculties. When consulting with your insurer prior
to your trip, please ascertain whether payment will
be made to the overseas healthcare provider or
whether you will be reimbursed later for expenses
that you incur.

S ICKLEBILL
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FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR THIS TOUR (CONT.)
You are strongly advised to take out personal,

Sicklebill Safaris accepts no responsibility for losses

health, baggage and holiday insurance before

or additional expenses due to delay or changes in

travelling. Please note Sicklebill Safaris does not

air or other services, sickness, weather, strike, war,

accept responsibility or liability for any acts,

quarantine, or other causes. The tour participant

omissions or defaults of service providers such as

shall bear all such losses and expenses. Sicklebill

airlines, hotels, sightseeing, transfer, vehicle car hire

Safaris reserves the right to substitute hotels of a

services, or cruise lines and the like, whether

similar category for those indicated and to make

negligent or otherwise, or for your acts, omissions,

any changes in the itinerary where deemed

defaults, conduct, state of health, conditions or

necessary or caused by changes in air schedules.

other circumstance or for any events beyond

Sicklebill Safaris reserves the right to decline to

Sicklebill Safaris control. We will prepay your tour in

accept or to retain any person as a member of any

advance and are happy to provide documentation

tour. Baggage is at owner’s risk entirely.

for insurance purposes to prove we have paid for

Participants should be in good health and should

these services but will be unable to reimburse you
ourselves. We will have paid the money you paid us
out in good faith and will no longer have it at our
disposal to refund you.

Responsibility – For and in consideration of the
opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour
participant and each parent or legal guardian of a
tour participant who is under 18 agrees to release,

consult a physician before undertaking a tour. If you
have questions about the physical requirements of
a tour, please contact our ofﬁce for further
information. Participants should prepare for the tour
by reading the detailed itinerary, the information
bulletin, and other pertinent matter provided by
Sicklebill Safaris. Each participant is responsible for
bringing appropriate clothing and equipment as

indemnify, and hold harmless Sicklebill Safaris, its

recommended in our bulletins.

agents, servants, employees, shareholders, ofﬁcers,

THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE

directors, attorneys, and contractors as more fully
set forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement
on the reverse side of the registration form.
Sicklebill Safaris acts only as an agent for the
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad,
motorcar, motorcoach, boat, airplane, or other
means, and assumes no liability for injury, damage,
loss, accident, delay, or irregularity caused by
defect in such vehicles or for any reason
whatsoever, including the acts, defaults, or
bankruptcies of any company or person engaged
in conveying the passenger or in carrying out the
arrangements of the tour.

DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO THE ABOVE
CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND
EACH PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR
PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN AND
DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY
AGREEMENT AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION.

