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The islands of Flores and Sumba  plus their satellite 
islands of Rinca and Komodo are part of the Lesser 
Sunda Islands( Nusa Tenggara) in the Indonesian 
Archipelago. Both are still remarkably undeveloped 
particularly away from Labuan Bajo (the capital of 
Flores)  and some of the best forests  left outside 
National Parks in Indonesia can be found here. These 
islands support a wealth of birds and animals  both on 
land and in the sea.  The most famous is perhaps the 
huge Komodo dragon found on the islands of Rinca 
and Komodo but there are a large number of 
endemic birds including  about 15 species which are 
only found on Flores and Sumba and other endemics 
which are shared with other islands in Nusa Tenggara. 

The name Flores was bestowed upon the island by 
16th century Portuguese colonists when it fast 
became an important strategic economic hub for the 
spice trade even though the island itself was neither a 
source of valuable spices nor sandalwood. 

Flores is mainly mountainous especially in the west 
where Mandasawu Peak reaches 2400m. Flores has 
several volcanoes mainly in the centre and east. It is 
famous for Mt Kelimutu and its 3 different coloured 

lakes. Most of its natural vegetation is tropical 
deciduous forest or savanna. 

Sumba has no active volcanoes and the highest 
mountains are only 12220 m. With a rainfall  of only 
about 1.5 m per year it is only lightly forested and has 
a lot of grasslands.  

Komodo and Rinca are made up of volcanic hills 
largely covered in savanna with patches of forest.



This 10 night/11 day tour takes you on an exciting 
journey to parts of Indonesia that lie well off the 
tourist track and are still rarely visited by bird and 
wildlife enthusiasts. Here you will search for 
photograph some exciting and rarely seen birds and 
animals many of which are endemic to the Lesser 
Sunda Islands of Indonesia.  Starting your journey with 
a search for the  huge and amazing Komodo Dragon,   
followed by a chance to swim with Manta Rays, you 
will then go back to mainland Flores. There you to 
explore the island’s lush highland forests, farmlands 
and stunning beaches fringed by coastal forest  
looking for endemic  birds and animals including 
nightbirds such as Mee’s Nightjar and Little Sumba 
Boobook. There will be a chance to  climb Mt 
Kelimutu and see the famous three-coloured lakes 
and to look down on the spiderweb rice fields near 
Cancar. From Flores you will fly over to Sumba, 
famous for its textiles and high peaked houses in 
carefully laid out  traditional villages. This is an island 
where most of the population are still animists and 
where the forests contain their own endemic species.  
This is a journey that takes you well off the beaten 
track in a largely undiscovered paradise, one which is 
easily accessible from Australia.  

This tour starts and ends in Denpasar, Bali 

• Costs will include: 
10 nights accommodation, meals as per the 
itinerary only, airport transfers on initial arrival in 
Bali and on Flores and Sumba, transport, bird 
checklist and guide services of the tour leader.  

• Cost does not include:  
Flights, phone, fax or internet charges, drinks and 
snacks, visas, travel insurance, person al gratuities, 
laundry and items of a personal nature.  

Any international flights will be an additional cost. 

DIFFICULTY 

This is not a strenuous tour and participants need to 
be of only moderate fitness. You may wish to bring a 
walking stick as, while the majority of birding will be 
done from the roadside, there will be some walking 
along some, possibly muddy, forest tracks.  This is a 
tropical area with relatively hot temperatures 
throughout the year especially in the lowlands. June 
however is one of the coolest months with a 
maximum daytime temperature of around 30°C while 
the minimum temperature is around 21°C. This is the 
also one of the driest months though rain is still 
possible it is more likely to be a shower than a deluge. 

 ACCOMMODATION 

Accommodation will vary from western resort style 
hotels to village homestays complete with mandi 
bathing arrangements. There will be a chance to 
experience local cuisine in the best local eateries. 

TOUR INFORMATION
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TOUR DURATION: 

10 Nights, 11 Days 

LAND COST:  

AU$5,670.00* per person twin share. Tour starts and ends in Denpasar. 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  

AU$490.00 * 

FLIGHTS:  

Indonesian domestic flights Bali to Flores  are included in cost. 

GROUP SIZE: 

8 Clients + Guide 

**Please note that the international airfares are not included. We are happy to arrange them for you but they will be 
an additional cost. 

• Inclusions are: 
10 nights accommodation, meals from breakfast  on Day 2 to breakfast on day 11, bottled water in vehicle, 
transport during tours and transfers including Komodo boat and Indonesian domestic flights, entrance fees, 
local guides, guide services of tour leader. 

• Exclusions are: 
International flights to Bali, drinks and snacks, items of a personal nature.

SCOTT BAKER 
Scott grew up in the Eastern suburbs of Melbourne and started getting 
seriously interested in wildlife in his early teens. Soon after he became 
heavily involved in environmental projects including the preservation of 
Mullum Mullum Linear Park. He has been involved in a number of bush 
rehabilitation projects and worked as a consultant on bird related 
projects around Melbourne. He is currently chair of the Victorian 
Ornithological Records Appraisal Committee and moderator for Birds 
Victoria. Scott travels extensively around Australia visiting the major (and 
not so well known) birding spots regularly. He has also managed a lot of 
overseas birding particularly in Indonesia, India and Japan but also other 
areas of S. East Asia and Europe. While he is keen on mammals, reptiles 
and frogs and really enjoys spotlighting his passion is birds and he 
particularly loves pelagic and shorebirds and the more cryptic bush birds.

TOUR PRICE & INFORMATION (GROUP OF 9)

ABOUT YOUR GUIDE

Cinnamon-banded Kingfisher
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ABOUT THE BIRDING AREAS

FLORES 

Away from Labuan Bajo, Flores is still well forested 
and surprisingly untouched by tourism. It still has 
deserted white-sand beaches, curious but friendly 
locals, surreal volcanic lakes, such as at Mt Kelimutu 
where the 3 lakes are each a different  intense colour.  
Flores is home to a number of exciting birds including 
a number of endemics and also some interesting 
mammals including the Flores Giant Rat. 

KOMODO 

No trip to this area would be complete without a trip 
to these islands to see the 3m long Komodo Dragon. 
Both islands are entirely within a national park and 
consist of rusty-red volcanic hills, savannah and 
forests. 

SUMBA 

With its low, limestone hills with no steep volcanoes 
the landscape of Sumba is very different to that of 
most Indonesian islands. The traditional houses of 
Sumba are square and have very distinctive 
architecture with high peaked roofs. They are usually 
built on elevated sites in two or more rows on either 
side of a north-south facing plaza. The plaza contains 
megalithic tombs. Where important clan members are 
still buried and other sacred items. Sumba is also 
famous for its textiles and its Pasola festival. Sumba 
has a very distinctive flora and fauna While much of 
the natural vegetation has been cleared for 
agriculture. 

Two national parks are home to many of the 200 
species of bird including seven endemic species 
found on the island including the Sumba Hornbill, 
Sumba Boobook and Red-naped Fruit-Dove. 

Sunba Hornbill

Komodo dragon

Flores Minivet
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KOMODO, FLORES, SUMBA BIRDING DISCOVERY TOUR PLAN

Day 1 – Wednesday 5th June 2019 
Arrive in Denpasar, Bali and transfer to your hotel to meet your guide and the 
rest of the group.  

Accommodation: Denpasar 
Meals included: None 

Day 2 – Thursday 6th June 2019 
After an early morning transfer to the airport  you will fly to Labuan Bajo where 
you will be met and transfer to the harbour for your boat over to Komodo 
Island. There will be night birding in Loh Liang. 

Accommodation: On board 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 3 – Friday 7th June 2019 
In the morning you will go trekking and birding in Komodo to search for 
Komodo Dragons, Orange-footed Scrubfowl, Green Junglefowl, Yellow-
crested Cockatoo, Black-naped Oriole, Green Imperial Pigeon, Black-
naped Monarch and more. Afterwards return to the boat and sail to Pink 
Beach for swimming and snorkelling before proceeding to Manta Point  
where we will hopefully be able to swim with the Manta Rays. Later in the 
afternoon return to Labuan Bajo. 

Accommodation: Labuan Bajo 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 4 – Saturday 8th June 2019 
An early start to Puarlolo for morning birding to look for Flores Monarch, 
Red-cheeked Parrot, Crested White-eye, Cream-browed White-eye, and 
many more. Birding will finish at around 1100 before driving for 1 hour to 
Lembor. Lunch will be at a local restaurant in Lembor.  After lunch we will drive 
to Nte’er to look for the endemic Flores Lorikeet before driving to Ruteng 
with short stop at the unique  Spiderweb Rice fields which have created by the 
traditional way of  dividing communal  rice paddies. Check-in to hotel.  After 
dinner there will be the option of night birding to look for Wallace’s Scops-
Owl. 

Accommodation: Ruteng 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Pale-shouldered Cicadabird

Moluccan Scops Owl

Short-tailed Starling

Short-toed Snake-eagle
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KOMODO, FLORES & SUMBA TOUR PLAN (CONT.)

Day 5 – Sunday 9th June 2019 

Morning birding at Ranamese forest for Flores Scops-Owl, Bare-throated 
Whistler, Russet-caped Tesia, Brown-capped Fantail, Wallace’s Scops-Owl 
and more.   Back to Ruteng for Lunch. Drive to Liang Bua (Hobbit cave) and in 
the afternoon visit Ruteng Pu’u Village. 

Accommodation: Ruteng 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 6 – Monday 10th June 2019 

Morning birding at Golo Lusang until  around 1100. Return to the town for 
lunch before driving to Borong where we will check into a simple hotel. The 
afternoon will be spent birding in Kisol to look for Flores Crow, Flores Green 
Pigeon, Black-napped Fruit Dove, Wallace’s Scops-Owl etc. 

Accommodation: Borong 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 7 – Tuesday 11th June 2019 

An early start for the 30 minute drive to Kisol for morning birding and a 
second chance to see yesterdays target. We will lunch in Bajawa before 
continuing our drive to Ende. 

Accommodation: Ende 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 8 – Wednesday 12th June 2019 

Morning flight from Ende to Tambolaka airport in Sumba. We will have 
breakfast at a restaurant next to the airport before heading out to explore 
Tana Daru. Later will drive to Waingapu and check in to Hotel. 

Accommodation: Waingapu 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 9 - Thursday 13th June  2019 

Very early morning at 04:00am drive to Billa in Tabundung subdistrict.  
Breakfast at local house in Tabundung, and then enter the National Park in 
Billa. Lunch will be with a local family.  In the afternoon we will drive back to 
Waingapu.  

Billa village  is in the Tabundung subdistrict located in south Sumba, this place 
can be reached by car from Waingapu in about 2.5 hours. It is one of new 
birding area in Sumba and is the best place to see many endemic birds ie: 
Nusa Tenggara Paradise-flycatcher, Nusa Tenggara Golden Whistler, 
Sumba Hornbill and a variety of pigeons and parrots, including Orange-
crested Cockatoo, the beautiful Red-naped Fruit-dove and Sumba Green

Flores Spangled Drongo

Flores Scops Owl

Scaly-crowned Honeyeater

Little Pied Flycatcher
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KOMODO, FLORES & SUMBA TOUR PLAN (CONT.)

Pigeon. In addition Cinnamon-banded Kingfisher, Elegant Pitta, Sumba 
Jungle Flycatcher, Sumba Brown Flycatcher, Chestnut-backed Thrush, 
Arafura Fantail, Rusty-breasted Whistler (split from Common Golden 
Whistler), Pale-shouldered Cicadabird, Yellow-spectacled and Ashy-
bellied White-eyes, Sumba Myzomela, Apricot-breasted Sunbird, Blood-
breasted (Sumba) Flowerpecker and Lesser Wallacean Drongo can all be 
found in this area. 

Accommodation: Waingapu 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 10 – Friday 14th June 2019 
Today we will go on a cultural tour to visit Pau and Rende, famous for their 
textiles  in the morning and will have an optional relaxation time on the beach 
in the afternoon before heading to Waikkabubak. 

Accommodation: Waikkabubak 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 11 – Saturday 15th June 2019 
This morning we return to the airport and take our flight back to Bali.  

Accommodation:none 
Meals included: Breakfast 

Mountain White-eye

Flame-breasted Sunbird

Green Imperial Pigeon

Sunda Zebra Finch
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FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR THIS TOUR

Further information about this tour will be sent to 
people at varying times once registration is confirmed. 
This includes: 

• General information for travellers to Indonesia 

• Contact list of hotels 

• Checklist of birds 

• Trip report on completion of trip 

Tour Inclusions and Exclusions - The tour fee is in 
AUD and is based on twin occupancy. Cost includes 
accommodation, transfers (within Indonesia), meals as 
per the itinerary, site fees, guide services & bird list. 
Flights are given as a separate cost and this is not 
guaranteed until booked and paid for.  

The fee does not include airport taxes, visa fees 
(you will need to check your visa requires for Papua 
New Guinea), drinks, meals before starting the tour, 
optional tips to local drivers and guides, phone calls, 
laundry, or other items of a personal nature. 
TOUR REGISTRATION – To register for this tour, 
complete the enclosed Registration/Release and 
Indemnity form and return it with a deposit of 
AU$500.00 per person. If registering by phone, a 
deposit must be received within fourteen days, or the 
space will be released. Once we have ascertained that 
the tour is viable and will go we will request your flight 
costs. The sooner we can buy our flights the better as 
this way we avoid price hikes as seat categories get 
filled. Although we can block seats for you we cannot 
hold them at a certain price.  Full payment of the tour 
fee is due 120 days out from the tour start date. 

CANCELLATION POLICY – Cancellation Policy – 
Refund of deposit and payment, less AU$100 handling 
fee and airfares if already purchased, will be made if 
cancellation is received up to 120 days before 
departure.  

If cancellation occurs between 119 and 70 days 
before the departure date, 50% of the tour fee is 
refundable. Thereafter, all deposits and payments are 
not refundable as we will have to pay in advance for 
services. 

This policy only applies to payments made to 
Sicklebill Safaris for the tour (and any services 
included in those fees). Airline tickets not included in 
the tour fee and purchased separately often carry 
penalties for cancellation or change, or are sometimes 
totally non-refundable. Additionally, if you take out trip 
insurance the cost of the insurance is not refundable 
so it is best to purchase the policy just prior to making 
full payment for the tour or at the time you purchase 
airl ine tickets, depending upon the airl ines 
restrictions. 

The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to 
departure, in which case full refund will constitute full 
settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to 
substitute another guide for the original one. Where 
this is necessary, notification will be given to tour 
members, and they will have the right to cancel their 
participation and receive a full refund. 
Trip Cancellation and Emergency Insurance - 
We strongly recommend you consider purchasing 
comprehensive trip insurance, which includes trip 
cancellation, loss or damage to baggage and 
property, missed flights and also medical insurance 
(including a medical evacuation option), to cover your 
investment in case of injury or illness to you or your 
family prior to or during a trip. Because we must remit 
early (and substantial) tour deposits to our suppliers, 
we cannot offer any refund when cancellation occurs 
within 70 days of departure, and only a partial refund 
from 70 to 119 days prior to departure (see 
CANCELLATION POLICY). 
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When making a decision regarding health 
insurance you should consider that many foreign 
doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior to 
providing service and that a medical evacuation to 
your home country may cost well in excess of 
AU$50,000. Uninsured travellers who require medical 
care overseas often face extreme difficulties. When 
consulting with your insurer prior to your trip, please 
ascertain whether payment will be made to the 
overseas healthcare provider or whether you will be 
reimbursed later for expenses that you incur.  

You are strongly advised to take out personal, 
health, baggage and holiday insurance before 
travelling. Please note Sicklebill Safaris/PNG Holidays 
does not accept responsibility or liability for any acts, 
omissions or defaults of service providers such as 
airlines, hotels, sightseeing, transfer, vehicle car hire 
services, or cruise lines and the like, whether negligent 
or otherwise, or for your acts, omissions, defaults, 
conduct, state of health, conditions or other 
circumstance or for any events beyond Sicklebill 
Safaris/PNG Holidays’ control. We will prepay your 
tour in advance and are happy to provide 
documentation for insurance purposes to prove we 
have paid for these services but will be unable to 
reimburse you ourselves. We will have paid the money 
you paid us out in good faith and will no longer have it 
at our disposal to refund you. 

Responsibility – For and in consideration of the 
opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour 
participant and each parent or legal guardian of a tour 
participant who is under 18 agrees to release, 
indemnify, and hold harmless Sicklebill Safaris, its 
agents, servants, employees, shareholders, officers, 
directors, attorneys, and contractors as more fully set 
forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement on the 
reverse side of the registration form.  

Sicklebill Safaris acts only as an agent for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, 
motorcar, motorcoach, boat, airplane, or other means, 
and assumes no liability for injury, damage, loss, 
accident, delay, or irregularity caused by defect in 

such vehicles or for any reason whatsoever, including 
the acts, defaults, or bankruptcies of any company or 
person engaged in conveying the passenger or in 
carrying out the arrangements of the tour. Sicklebill 
Safaris accepts no responsibility for losses or 
additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or 
other services, sickness, weather, strike, war, 
quarantine, or other causes. The tour participant shall 
bear all such losses and expenses. Sicklebill Safaris 
reserves the right to substitute hotels of a similar 
category for those indicated and to make any changes 
in the itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by 
changes in air schedules. Sicklebill Safaris reserves the 
right to decline to accept or to retain any person as a 
member of any tour. Baggage is at owner’s risk 
entirely. 

Participants should be in good health and should 
consult a physician before undertaking a tour. If you 
have questions about the physical requirements of a 
tour, please contact our office for further information. 
Participants should prepare for the tour by reading the 
detailed itinerary, the information bulletin, and other 
pertinent matter provided by Sicklebill Safaris. Each 
participant is responsible for bringing appropriate 
clothing and equipment as recommended in our 
bulletins. 

THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE 
DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO THE ABOVE 
CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND EACH 
PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR 
PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN AND 
DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT 
AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION. 

FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR THIS TOUR (CONT.)


