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AUSTRALIA: A BRIEF OVERVIEW

Wompoo Fruit Dove

Double-eyed Fig Parrot
The continent of Australia is the 6th largest country

much of the centre being desert and scrub. Its climate

in the world, It consists of the mainland, Tasmania and

varies from the tropical north with its summer

numerous smaller islands. To the east lies the Paciﬁc

monsoons and rainforests to the inland deserts,

Ocean and the west the Indian Ocean the narrow

grasslands and scrub to the temperate south where

Torres Straits separate it from New Guinea. A vast land

snow falls during the winter months.

with a huge avifauna and a very diverse and unusual
mammal fauna, it is an ancient land and was one of
the ﬁrst bits to break off from the original Pangaea.
Human habitation is thought to have begun between
42,000 and 48,000 years ago.
It was ﬁrst discovered by Europeans in the 17th
century but at the time of Cooks landing in 1770
when he claimed it for England, the inhabitants were
all indigenous Australians living in clan groups and
speaking between them around 250 different
languages. From its days as a penal colony to its
modern day multicultural society Australia’s economy
has changed from reliance on agriculture to reliance
on raw materials. Most of the population live around
the coast- particularly the Eastern seaboard with

Tawny Frogmouth

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
TOUR INFORMATION
A 6 day trip exploring this great destination. You can
choose whether you wish to look at all aspects of
natural history or concentrate on a speciﬁc one such
as birds. This tour visits the wide variety of habitats

found in this region and includes a spotlighting trip
looking for tree kangaroos, possums and other
nocturnal birds and animals. A ride on Skyrail up to
Cassowary House is an optional extra. Staying in

comfortable lodges and led by experienced and
expert guides this is a great way of maximising your
North Queensland wildlife experience.
This tour starts and ends in Cairns.

Costs will include:

Accommodation, meals only as per itinerary,

transport with driver, boat trips, guide services,
bird list.

Cost does not include:

Flights, drinks, snacks, visas, laundry most meals
and items of a personal nature.

DIFFICULTY

This is an easy tour the pace of which can be

managed to suit you. Transport is in a comfortable
4WD vehicle.

There is the possibility of rain throughout the year.
And likely at this time because summer is the rainy

Southern Cassowary

season or “Wet”. Days are lilkely to be hot and humid
but the temperature will drop considerably in the
evenings.

ACCOMMODATION

Accommodation is in a variety of lodges and
motel type rooms. Fans are provided in the rooms
with airÂ conditioning usually only on the coast.

Victoria’s Riﬂebird

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
TOUR PRICE AND INFORMATION
TOUR DURATION:
5 Nights, 6 Days
LAND COST:
AUD$3,715.00 per person on a twin share basis

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:
AUD$420.00

FLIGHTS:
There are no ﬂights on this tour.

GROUP SIZE:
4
Golden Bowerbird

ABOUT THE BIRDING AREAS
The Wet Tropics area around Cairns in Far North

Queensland has the largest avifauna of anywhere in
Australia. With 13 endemic species and a total
avifauna of around 350 species it is a must visit
destination for any serious birder.

With a great variety of habitats ranging from low to

upland rainforest, coastal estuaries, mangroves and
mudﬂats to freshwater rivers and swamps, dry
sclerophyll and savanna, bushland and gardens it is a
birdwatchers paradise.

About Your Guide
JUN MATSUI

With a lifetime interest in wildlife in general Jun started bird guiding in
1993 when he worked as a volunteer ranger at the Hikarigaoka nature
park in Tokyo, Japan. He ﬁrst arrived in Australia in 1999. After

spending a year traveling around and volunteering at various bird
hotspots including Broome Bird Observatory he eventually took a job
as a specialist bird tour guide for inbound Japanese groups, out of
Cairns. He has been involved in several bird publications and is the

author of the very popular Japanese language ﬁeld guide to the birds
and wildlife of the Cairns/Atherton Tablelands area and co author of

New Hollands photo guide Field Guide to the Birds of North Queensland.. Jun joined Sicklebill Safaris in 2007
and now leads tours around Australia and overseas looking at all aspects of natural history .

S ICKLEBILL
S A FA RIS
WET TROPICS TOUR PLAN
Day 1 – Sunday 15th December
This is your arrival day in Cairns. Your guide will pick you up from the airport
or your hotel in the morning and the balance of the day will be spent
exploring some of the Cairns sites. These may include the famous Esplanade
for shorebirds, the mangroves for mangrove species, the Centenary Lakes
for bush and wetland birds, the Botanic Gardens and perhaps, Redden
Islands Yorkey’s Knob, Dillon Road and Cattana Wetlands and more
depending on time available and the weather. Late afternoon you will head
up to Kuranda and Cassowary House
Accommodation: Kuranda/Cairns
Meals included: Lunch & Dinner

Great Bowerbird

Day 2 – Monday 16th December
Start the day at Cassowary House where all the low to mid level rainforest
birds occur including Southern Cassowary, Victoria’s Riﬂebird, Spotted
Catbird, Macleay’s Honeyeater, Black Butcherbird, Wompoo, Superb
and Rose-crowned Fruit Dove plus some interesting mammals including
the delightful Musky Rat Kangaroo.
After a morning around Cassowary House you will head over to Mareeba for
some dry country birds including Squatter Pigeon, Red-tailed Black
Cockatoo, Red-backed Fairywren, Pale-headed Rosella, Red-winged
Parrot and a variety of babblers, ﬁnches and mannikins.

Crested Pigeon

Accommodation: Yungaburra area
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Day 3 – Tuesday 17th December

Today you will visit the high level Tablelands sites such as Mt Hypipamee for
Golden Bowerbird, Bridled Honeyeater and Fernwren. This is also a good
day to see Platypus and perhaps Tree Kangaroo. Some evening
spotlighting for mammals and nightbirds can be done today.
Accommodation: Yungaburra area
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Buff-breasted Paradise Kingﬁsher

Day 4 - Wednesday 18th December

Today you will be birding the mid level Tablelands sites including Hasties
Swamp for wetland birds including Brolga, vast ﬂocks of Wandering and
Plumed Whistling Ducks, plus Pink-eared and Freckled Ducks, The
Curtain Fig for Bowers Shrikethrush and a variety of monarchs, and the
Crater Lakes for Chowchilla and Tooth-billed Catbird will also be visited.
Some evening spotlighting for mammals and nightbirds can be done today.
Accommodation: Cairns
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Australian Darter

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
WET TROPICS TOUR PLAN (CONT.)
Day 5 - Thursday 19th December

An early (0430) start for the Daintree dawn bird cruise. This is around a 50
minute drive from Kingﬁsher Park. At this time of year you can hope for Little
and Buff-breasted Paradise Kingﬁshers, Black Bittern, Papuan
Frogmouth and Great-billed Heron amongst the birds to be seen.
Weather and road conditions permitting you will then head up Mt Lewis
giving you a second chance for any birds missed the previous day. You will
head back to Cairns arriving mid - late afternoon.
Accommodation: Cairns
Meals included: Breakfast and lunch

Blue-faced Honeyeater

Day 6 - Friday 20th December

Today there is a boat trip out to Michaelmas Cay where there are breeding
colonies of noddies and terns. Brown Booby, Brown Noddy, Silver Gull,
Lesser Crested, Black-naped and Bridled Terns should all be there and if
you are lucky you will also see RoseateTern and Black Noddy . On return
to dry land your guide will either deliver you to your Cairns hotel or to the
airport and then say goodbye to you before heading home.
Meals included: breakfast, lunch
Azure Kingﬁsher
NB. The tour ofﬁcially ends on arrival back from Michaelmas Cay. We are
happy to assist with a hotel for the night of the 20th if required.

Spotted Catbird

Little Red Flying-fox

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR THE WET TROPICS AND THIS TOUR
Further information about this tour will be sent to
people once registration is conﬁrmed. This includes:

airline tickets, depending upon the airlines
restrictions.

• General information for travellers to Australia in
general and the Wet Tropics in particular.

The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to
departure, in which case full refund will constitute full
settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to
substitute another guide for the original one. Where
this is necessary, notiﬁcation will be given to tour
members, and they will have the right to cancel their
participation and receive a full refund.

• Contact list
• Checklist

Tour Inclusions and Exclusions - The tour fee is in

AUD and is based on twin occupancy. Cost includes
accommodation, transfers (between lodges only),
meals as per the itinerary, site fees, guide services &
bird list.
The fee does not include airport taxes, visa fees
drinks, phone calls, laundry, or other items of a
personal nature.

Tour Registration – To register for this tour,

complete the enclosed Registration/Release and
Indemnity form and return it with a deposit of
AU$500.00 per person. If registering by phone, a
deposit must be received within fourteen days, or the
space will be released. Full payment of the tour fee is
due 120 days out from the tour start date.

Cancellation Policy – Refund of deposit and

payment, less AU$100 handling fee and airfares if
already purchased, will be made if cancellation is
received up to 120 days before departure. If
cancellation occurs between 119 and 70 days before
the departure date, 50% of the tour fee is refundable.
Thereafter, all deposits and payments are not
refundable as we will have to pay in advance for
services.
This policy only applies to payments made to Sicklebill
Safaris for the tour (and any services included in those
fees). Airline tickets not included in the tour fee and
purchased separately often carry penalties for
cancellation or change, or are sometimes totally nonrefundable. Additionally, if you take out trip insurance
the cost of the insurance is not refundable, so it is best
to purchase the policy just prior to making full
payment for the tour or at the time you purchase

Trip Cancellation and Emergency Insurance -

We strongly recommend you consider purchasing
comprehensive trip insurance, which includes trip
cancellation, loss or damage to baggage and
property, missed ﬂights and also medical insurance
(including a medical evacuation option), to cover your
investment in case of injury or illness to you or your
family prior to or during a trip. Because we must remit
early (and substantial) tour deposits to our suppliers,
we cannot offer any refund when cancellation occurs
within 70 days of departure, and only a partial refund
from 70 to 119 days prior to departure (see
CANCELLATION POLICY).

S ICKLEBILL
S AFA RIS
FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR THE WET TROPICS AND THIS TOUR
When making a decision regarding health
insurance you should consider that many foreign
doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior to
providing service and that a medical evacuation to
your home country may cost well in excess of
AU$50,000. Uninsured travellers who require medical
care overseas often face extreme difﬁculties. When
consulting with your insurer prior to your trip, please
ascertain whether payment will be made to the
overseas healthcare provider or whether you will be
reimbursed later for expenses that you incur.
You are strongly advised to take out personal,
health, baggage and holiday insurance before
travelling. Please note Sicklebill Safaris does not
accept responsibility or liability for any acts, omissions
or defaults of service providers such as airlines, hotels,
sightseeing, transfer, vehicle car hire services, or cruise
lines and the like, whether negligent or otherwise, or
for your acts, omissions, defaults, conduct, state of
health, conditions or other circumstance or for any
events beyond Sicklebill Safaris control. We will prepay
your tour in advance and are happy to provide
documentation for insurance purposes to prove we
have paid for these services but will be unable to
reimburse you ourselves. We will have paid the money
you paid us out in good faith and will no longer have it
at our disposal to refund you.

Responsibility – For and in consideration of the

opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour
participant and each parent or legal guardian of a tour
participant who is under 18 agrees to release,
indemnify, and hold harmless Sicklebill Safaris, its
agents, servants, employees, shareholders, ofﬁcers,
directors, attorneys, and contractors as more fully set
forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement on the
reverse side of the registration form.
Sicklebill Safaris acts only as an agent for the
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad,
motorcar, motorcoach, boat, airplane, or other means,
and assumes no liability for injury, damage, loss,
accident, delay, or irregularity caused by defect in such
vehicles or for any reason whatsoever, including the

acts, defaults, or bankruptcies of any company or
person engaged in conveying the passenger or in
carrying out the arrangements of the tour. Sicklebill
Safaris accepts no responsibility for losses or
additional expenses due to delay or changes in air or
other services, sickness, weather, strike, war,
quarantine, or other causes. The tour participant shall
bear all such losses and expenses. Sicklebill Safaris
reserves the right to substitute hotels of a similar
category for those indicated and to make any changes
in the itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by
changes in air schedules. Sicklebill Safaris reserves the
right to decline to accept or to retain any person as a
member of any tour. Baggage is at owner’s risk
entirely.
Participants should be in good health and should
consult a physician before undertaking a tour. If you
have questions about the physical requirements of a
tour, please contact our ofﬁce for further information.
Participants should prepare for the tour by reading the
detailed itinerary, the information bulletin, and other
pertinent matter provided by Sicklebill Safaris. Each
participant is responsible for bringing appropriate
clothing and equipment as recommended in our
bulletins.
THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE
D E E M E D TO B E CON SE N T TO T H E AB OVE
CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND EACH
PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR
PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN AND
DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION.

