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New Caledonia is an arc of islands located to the 
south of Vanuatu. 

In 2018 it voted to remain an overseas territory of 
France with its citizens speaking French though the 
pricing is usually in Pacific francs and not euros 
though these are accepted. 

New Caledonia consists of one large island 
(Grande Terre) and a number of smaller offshore 
islands including the Loyalty Islands to the north, 
the most interesting of these being Ouvea for 
Ouvea Parakeet, and Lifou where the Large and 
Small Lifou White-eyes are both endemic. 

For birders New Caledonia’s biggest drawcard is 
undoubtedly the Kagu.  A monotypic family the 
“grey ghost”, as it is affectionately known, is an 
enigmatic and impressive bird.  The control of 
dogs, cats and rats in Parc National Riviere Bleue 
allowed Yves Letocart and his team to undertake a 
breeding programme, which has brought it back 
from the edge of extinction 

However the urbanisation of the southern part of 
the island along with forest clearance for mining 
and agriculture has led to a decline in numbers of 
many of the 18 endemic birds. 

In recent years the white sandy beaches , forested 
mountains and pleasant climate are luring large 
numbers of tourists and cruise ships, in particular, 
have become big business
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The aim of this tour is is to find all of the endemic 
birds of New Caledonia. 

This tour starts and ends in Noumea 

• Costs will include: 

5 nights accommodation, meals as per the 
itinerary, airport transfers within New Caledonia,  
domestic flights within New Caledonia, 
transport, bird checklist and guide services of 
the tour leader.  

• Cost does not include:  

International flights, phone, fax or internet 
charges, drinks and snacks, visas, laundry and 
items of a personal nature.  

International lights will be an additional cost and 
we care happy to book them for you on request. 

DIFFICULTY 

This is an easy tour which can be managed by anyone 
with only a moderate level of fitness. There are no 
major hikes on rough or steep hillsides and, except in 
the parks, the roads are generally sealed. Tracks 
within the parks can get rather muddy in the wet 
season but should be reasonable at this time of year. 

Inter island flights are in ATR 72s. These are twin 
engine turboprops. 

ACCOMMODATION 

Accommodation is in a comfortable western style 
hotel 

TOUR INFORMATION
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TOUR DURATION: 
5 Nights, 6 Days 

LAND COST:  
AU$3950.00* per person twin share. 

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  
AU$635.00 * 

FLIGHTS:  
Domestic  flights are included in the tour cost. International flights are not included. 

GROUP SIZE: 
6 Clients + Guide 

*These costs are based on an exchange rate between AUD 1 to between XPF 73 & XPF 77. Currency fluctuations 
either way will lead to a re-costing. 

**Please note that the international airfares are not included in the cost.
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TOUR PRICE AND INFORMATION

About Your Guide
ISABELLE JOLLIT 
Birding became a passion when Isabelle was studying at university.  
As nature conservation is her major field of interest, she received 
her PhD in land management and nature conservation in 2010. 
Isabelle  has been birding in New Caledonia  for 20 years and 
started guiding tours in 2015. She started working with Sicklebill in 
2018. 

With a good hearing and the ability to whistle like birds, Isabelle 
loves sharing the beauty of New Caledonian bird to visitors and 
speaks English, German and of course, French.
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ABOUT THE BIRDING AREAS

RIVIERE BLEUE 

This area of woodland in  the south east of Grande  
Terre is the home of most of the islands endemic 
birds and one of the major hotspots on the tour. It is 
the stronghold of the Kagu. It is here that a 
successful cat and rat eradication programme  
brought this monotypic family back from the brink of 
extinction. 

PARC DES GRANDES FOUGERES 

Named after the tree ferns  which are abundant in 
this 4500 hectare area of upland rainforest. Only 
dedicated as a national park fairly recently, this is 
proving a great place to see birds and holds most of 
the New Caledonian endemics. It has a number of 
well signposted walking tracks and lies between 4 - 
700m above sea level. 

CENTRAL NEW CALEDONIA 

There is a mountain chain running down the centre of 
Grande Terre. This is the best place to see the New 
Caledonian Thicketbird and also the Amborella 
plant, which is regarded as the Earths oldest 
flowering plant species. 

LIFOU 

One of the Loyalty Islands which lie in an arc to the 
north and east of Grande Terre, it is home to 2 
endemic White-eyes. It also has some very pleasant 
beaches  and resort style hotels. 

OUVEA 

Another of the Loyalty Islands. It is good for bush 
birds but is most famous for the endemic Ouvea 
Parakeet. Good sea watching can be had from some 
of the headlands if the weather is windy.

Crow Honeyeater

Horned Parakeet
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NEW CALEDONIA TOUR PLAN

Day 1 – Thursday 3rd October 2019 
Arrive in Noumea. Transfer to hotel.  

Accommodation: Noumea 
Meals included: Dinner 

Day 2 - Friday 4th October 2019 
Full day at Blue River. Most of the local endemics can be found here and it is the stronghold of the Kagu. 
Horned Parakeet, New Caledonian Parakeet, Cloven-feathered Dove, New Caledonian Imperial Pigeon, 
New Caeldonian Myzomela, Grey-eared Honeyeater, New Caledonian Friarbird, Crow Honeyeater, New 
Caledonian Cuckooshrike, New Caledonian Crow, Yellow-bellied Flyrobin, Green-backed White-eye and 
Striated Starling are all possible this day but some are easier at the Parc de Fougeres. 

Accommodation: Noumea 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 3 – Saturday 5th October 2019 
Day trip Ouvea for the Ouvea Parakeet. However we will also be looking for smaller bush birds such as 
Cardinal Myzomela, Melanesian Flycatcher and the dark faced form of Silvereye. If the winds are right will 
take some time seawatching from the cliffs. Silver gulls, Great-crested Terns, Brown and Masked Booby are 
all possible. 

Accommodation: Noumea 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 4 - Sunday 6th October 2019 
Day trip to Lifou where Large and Small Lifou White-eyes will be target birds.  Fly over in the morning and 
return late afternoon. 

Accommodation:Noumea 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 5 - Monday 7th October 2019 
Today we head north to the Parc des Grandes Fougeres. Named after the tree ferns which are an important part 
of its vegetation, here there is a second chance for  most of the birds  found in Riviere Bleue including Kagu. 
Cloven-feathered Dove is often seen more easily here as is New Caledonian Goshawk. Going inland and up 
into the central mountain chain New Caledonian Thicketbird (Grassbird) can often be found. Of particular 
interest to botanists is the Amborella plant. This is thought to be the worlds oldest flowering plant and is right 
at the bottom of the flowering plant (angiosperms) evolutionary tree. 

Accommodation: Noumea 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 6 - Tuesday 8th October 2019 
Transfer to Tontouta airport for your flight home.   

Accommodation: 
Meals included: Breakfast
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FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR NEW CALEDONIA AND THIS TOUR

Further information about this tour will be sent to 
people once registration is confirmed. This includes: 

• General information for travellers to New 
Caledonia. 

• Contact list  

• Visa forms if required.  
Tour Inclusions and Exclusions - The tour fee is in 
AUD and is based on twin occupancy. Cost includes 
accommodation, transfers (within New Caledonia), 
meals as per the itinerary, site fees, guide services & 
bird list. Flights are given as a separate cost and this 
not guaranteed until booked and paid for.  

The fee does not include airport taxes, visa fees 
(you will need to check your visa requirements for 
New Caledonia), drinks, meals before starting the tour, 
optional tips to local drivers and guides, phone calls, 
laundry, or other items of a personal nature. 
Tour Registration – To register for this tour, 
complete the enclosed Registration/Release and 
Indemnity form and return it with a deposit of 
AU$500.00 per person. If registering by phone, a 
deposit must be received within fourteen days, or the 
space will be released. Once we have ascertained that 
the tour is viable and will go we will request your flight 
costs. The sooner we can buy our flights the better as 
this way we avoid price hikes as seat categories get 
filled. Although we can block seats for you we cannot 
hold them at a certain price.  Full payment of the tour 
fee is due 120 days out from the tour start date. 
Cancellation Policy – Refund of deposit and 
payment, less AU$100 handling fee and airfares if 
already purchased, will be made if cancellation is 
received up to 120 days before departure.  

If cancellation occurs between 119 and 70 days 
before the departure date, 50% of the tour fee is 
refundable. Thereafter, all deposits and payments are 
not refundable as we will have to pay in advance for 
services. 

This policy only applies to payments made to 
Sicklebill Safaris for the tour (and any services 
included in those fees). Airline tickets not included in 

the tour fee and purchased separately often carry 
penalties for cancellation or change, or are sometimes 
totally non-refundable. Additionally, if you take out trip 
insurance the cost of the insurance is not refundable 
so it is best to purchase the policy just prior to making 
full payment for the tour or at the time you purchase 
airl ine tickets, depending upon the airl ines 
restrictions. 

The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to 
departure, in which case full refund will constitute full 
settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to 
substitute another guide for the original one. Where 
this is necessary, notification will be given to tour 
members, and they will have the right to cancel their 
participation and receive a full refund. 
Trip Cancellation and Emergency Insurance - 
We strongly recommend you consider purchasing 
comprehensive trip insurance, which includes trip 
cancellation, loss or damage to baggage and 
property, missed flights and also medical insurance 
(including a medical evacuation option), to cover your 
investment in case of injury or illness to you or your 
family prior to or during a trip. Because we must remit 
early (and substantial) tour deposits to our suppliers, 
we cannot offer any refund when cancellation occurs 
within 70 days of departure, and only a partial refund 
from 70 to 119 days prior to departure (see 
CANCELLATION POLICY). 
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When making a decision regarding health 
insurance you should consider that many foreign 
doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior 
to providing service and that a medical evacuation 
to your home country may cost well in excess of 
AU$50,000. Uninsured travellers who require 
medical care overseas often face extreme 
difficulties. When consulting with your insurer prior 
to your trip, please ascertain whether payment will 
be made to the overseas healthcare provider or 
whether you will be reimbursed later for expenses 
that you incur.  

You are strongly advised to take out personal, 
health, baggage and holiday insurance before 
travelling. Please note Sicklebill Safaris does not 
accept responsibility or liability for any acts, 
omissions or defaults of service providers such as 
airlines, hotels, sightseeing, transfer, vehicle car hire 
services, or cruise lines and the like, whether 
negligent or otherwise, or for your acts, omissions, 
defaults, conduct, state of health, conditions or 
other circumstance or for any events beyond 
Sicklebill Safaris control. We will prepay your tour in 
advance and are happy to provide documentation 
for insurance purposes to prove we have paid for 
these services but will be unable to reimburse you 
ourselves. We will have paid the money you paid us 
out in good faith and will no longer have it at our 
disposal to refund you. 

Responsibility – For and in consideration of the 
opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour 
participant and each parent or legal guardian of a 
tour participant who is under 18 agrees to release, 
indemnify, and hold harmless Sicklebill Safaris, its 
agents, servants, employees, shareholders, officers, 
directors, attorneys, and contractors as more fully 
set forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement 
on the reverse side of the registration form.  

Sicklebill Safaris acts only as an agent for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, 
motorcar, motorcoach, boat, airplane, or other 
means, and assumes no liability for injury, damage, 

loss, accident, delay, or irregularity caused by 
defect in such vehicles or for any reason 
whatsoever, including the acts, defaults, or 
bankruptcies of any company or person engaged in 
conveying the passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the tour. Sicklebill Safaris accepts 
no responsibility for losses or additional expenses 
due to delay or changes in air or other services, 
sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other 
causes. The tour participant shall bear all such 
losses and expenses. Sicklebill Safaris reserves the 
right to substitute hotels of a similar category for 
those indicated and to make any changes in the 
itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by 
changes in air schedules. Sicklebill Safaris reserves 
the right to decline to accept or to retain any 
person as a member of any tour. Baggage is at 
owner’s risk entirely. 

Participants should be in good health and should 
consult a physician before undertaking a tour. If you 
have questions about the physical requirements of 
a tour, please contact our office for further 
information. Participants should prepare for the tour 
by reading the detailed itinerary, the information 
bulletin, and other pertinent matter provided by 
Sicklebill Safaris. Each participant is responsible for 
bringing appropriate clothing and equipment as 
recommended in our bulletins. 

THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE 
DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO THE ABOVE 
CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND 
EACH PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR 
PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN AND 
DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY 
AGREEMENT AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION. 

FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR NEW CALEDONIA AND THIS TOUR


