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BRIEF OVERVIEW  
The Republic of India is the seventh largest country 
in the world and the second most populous with 
more than 1.3 billion people calling it home. It is a 
constitutional republic consisting of 29 states with 
Delhi as the national capital. 

From the 13th century onwards much of  India was 
ruled by a muslim elite. The arrival of the 
Europeans and subsequent absorption of India 
into the British Empire, led to a decline in the 
number of muslim overlords The partition of India 
after the second world war led to a division of the 
country with the majority of muslims moving to 
Pakistan and what later became Bangladesh while 
the majority of those staying in India were Hindus.  
However there are still a significant number of  
Muslims, Sikhs, Jains, Buddhists and Christians in 
India.  India is very ethnically diverse and is home 
to a huge number of castes and tribes many of 
which have their own languages and/or dialects. 

Hindi is now the official language though English is 
still used widely by the intelligentsia. 

India is is cut off from Northern Asia by the 
Himalayas in the north and these help keep much 
of the country warmer than other places at the 
same latitudes. 

45.8% of its reptiles and 55.8% of all amphibians 
are endemic to India.Plants also show a high 
degree of endemism with many taxa being of 
Gondwana origin. However only 12.6% of 
mammals and 4.5% of birds are endemic. After 
major extinctions some 20 million years ago it is 
believed that modern mammals started entering 
India from through zoogeographical passes at 
either end of the rising Himalayas. 

As Indias population grew more and more 
pressure was put on wildlife and in 1935 India 
started to establish its network of national parks 
and protected areas. It now has over 500 wildlife 
sanctuaries, 13 biosphere reserves and 25 Ramsar 
wetlands.

Eurasian Hoopoe

Indian Peafowl



This tour is designed for photographers. The hides 
at Kanha and at Bharatpur are purpose built  to make 
the most of areas of wetland. 

This tour starts and ends in Delhi. Costs will 
include: 

10 nights accommodation, meals as per the 
itinerary, airport transfers within India, transport, 
bird checklist and mammal checklist, guide 
services of the tour leader. Domestic flights will be 
quoted separately. 

• Cost does not include:  
International flights, phone, fax or internet charges, 
drinks and snacks, visas, laundry and items of a 
personal nature.  

Flights will be an additional cost. We are happy to  
help arrange your international flights to and from 
Delhi. 

DIFFICULTY 

This is not a difficult tour with no major hikes.  

 ACCOMMODATION 
Accommodation throughout is in comfortable 
western style hotels. 

TOUR INFORMATION
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TOUR DURATION: 
10 Nights, 11 Days 

LAND COST:  
€ 3830.00 per person twin share Tour starts and ends in Delhi.  

SINGLE SUPPLEMENT:  
€ 450.00  

FLIGHTS:  
Domestic flights are currently approximately €240.00 per person and will be charged separately. 

GROUP SIZE: 
6 Clients + Guide 

SICKLEBILL  
SAFARIS

TOUR PRICE AND INFORMATION

About Your Guide
SCOTT BAKER 
Scott grew up in the eastern suburbs of Melbourne and 
started getting seriously interested   in wildlife in his early 
teens soon  becoming heavily   involved in environmental 
projects including   the preservation of the Mullum Mullum 
Linear Park. He was co founder of the Yarran Dheran Junior 
Field Naturalists Club for which he ran workshops and led 
guided walks.   He has been involved in a number of bush 
rehabilitation projects and worked a consultant on a number 
of projects around Melbourne. He is currently chair of the 
Victorian Ornithological Records Appraisal Committee and 
moderator on Birdline Victoria. 

Scott travels extensively around Australia visiting the major (and not so well known) birding spots regularly.  He 
has also managed a lot of overseas birding particularly in India and Japan but also other areas of S.E Asia and 
Europe. While he is keen on mammals, reptiles and frogs and really enjoys spotlighting his passion is birds and 
he particularly loves pelagic and shore birds and the more cryptic bush birds.



KANHA 
This park is famous  for tigers and also for its 
conservation work on the Barasingha which has 
been saved from near extinction. Stringent 
conservation programmes for both flora and fauna 
make this one of the best maintained parks in 
India. Transport around the park is in jeeps. 

BHARATPUR 
One of the  most popular parks in India.  It is also 
few parks in India where walking is permitted as 
there are no potentially dangerous mammals living 
here. It is famous as a bird sanctuary and is  home  
to more than 300 species of birds. It is also 
important for migratory birds. Movement around 
the park is on foot or in rickshaws. 

AGRA 
Historically an important city in northern India this 
was once  the capital of the Mughal Empire. It is 
now one of the most populous cities in Uttar 
Pradesh and a major tourist attraction. It has many 
Mughal era buildings, some of which including the 
Fort and Taj Mahal are listed as UNESCO Heritage 
site. 
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ABOUT THE AREAS VISITED ON THIS TOUR

Spotted Owlet

Purple Sunbird

Painted Stork

Jungle Cat
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDIA #1 TOUR PLAN
Day 1 – Saturday 15th  February Delhi : Kanha 
Meet with group in Delhi and fly to Raipur.. Arrive Raipur and drive  4 hours to Kanha 

Accommodation: The Baagh Resort, Kanha 
Meals included: Dinner 

Day 2 - Sunday 16th February : Kanha 
Full day in the Kanha area. The morning will be spent in the specially designed photographic hides. The 
afternoon will be spent game viewing in jeeps around the park. 

Kanha National Park is one of the largest national parks in India covering 1945 sq. km including a "core zone" 
of 940 sq. km. It is also the part of Project Tiger, one of the India's most important conservation efforts.   Safari 
through different habitats, including Sal Forest, Bamboo Thicket, Dadar (plateau grasslands), meadows and 
mixed forests. This beautiful area of forest and lightly wooded grassland with many rivers and streams supports 
an excellent variety of wildlife. Some of the species we may encounter include the endangered Hard-ground 
Barasingha (this being the only place where this sub species of deer persists), Barking Deer, Spotted Deer, 
the largest of all bovines Gaur, the elusive Chowsingha, Golden-backed Jackal, Jungle Cat, Common 
Langur, Sloth Bear, Wild Boar, Dhole or Asian Wild Dog,  and Tiger . 

Kanha National Park also have a rich collection of bird species such as Asian Paradise Flycatcher, White 
Rumped Shama, White Bellied Drongo, Spangled Drongo. Racket Tailed Drongo, Tawny Babbler, Jungle 
Babbler, Indian Scimitar Babbler, Grey Francolin, Painted Francolin, Black Naped Flycatcher,Common 
Iora, Eurasian Blackbird, Gold Mantled Chloropsis, Jerdon's Leaf Bird, Golden Oriole, Black Hooded 
Oriole, Common Grey Hornbill, Malabar Pied Hornbill, Asian Brown Flycatcher, Tickell's Flowerpecker, 
Verditor Flycatcher, Twany Fish Owl, Barred Jungle Owlet, Spotted Owlet, Brown Fish Owl, Indian Scops 
Owl, Mottled Wood Owl, Crested Serpent Eagle, Shikra, Common Kestrel, Changeable Hawk Eagle, 
Pariah Kite, White Eyed Buzzard, Oriental Honey Buzzard and Indian Pitta. 

Accommodation:The Baagh Resort, Kanha 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 3 -Monday 17th February : Kanha 
Full day spent game viewing in the park by jeep 

Evening photography in the specially designed hides. 

Accommodation: The Baagh Resort, Kanha 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 4 - Tuesday 18th February : Kanha 
Morning game viewing in the park with jeeps. Afternoon in the specially designed photography hides. 

Accommodation:The Baagh Resort Kanha 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDIA #1 TOUR PLAN

Day 5 -  Wednesday 19th February:  Kanha - Bharatpur 
Drive to Raipur airport with a packed breakfast and take the flight to Delhi at 1105 arriving at 1305. Have lunch 
in a local Delhi restaurant  before driving to Bharatpur. 

Accommodation: The Baagh Bharatpur 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 6 - Thursday 20th February : Bharatpur 
Full day exploring Keolado Ghana National Park known simply as  Bharatpur, was originally a vast wetland 
developed for duck shooting.   Coaches are not allowed inside the park, so we’ll explore the 29 square 
kilometers on foot, and by bicycle-rickshaw (peddled by someone else!).   Those whose over-riding memories 
of bird watching abroad are dusty and bumpy roads and whistle-stop stake-outs will find this a marvelously 
relaxing time. Nevertheless, it will be very rewarding, with the possibility of over 150 species ranging from 
Sarus Crane to Small Minivet and Ruddy-breasted Crake to White-tailed Eagle. Among the numbers of 
water birds, Black-necked and Painted Storks, Intermediate Egret, Cotton Pygmy-goose and Darter will vie 
for our attention as we search for less usual species such as Ferruginous and Red-crested Pochards and 
Greater Painted-snipe.  In the trailside trees we’ll look for Marshall’s Iora, Yellow-footed Green Pigeon, 
Common Wood-shrike, Asian Paradise-flycatcher, White-bellied Drongo, Coppersmith Barbet, and Ashy 
Prinia.   Beneath the bushes the slightest movement could herald a Blue throat or, with luck, an Orange-
headed Thrush or Siberian Ruby throat.   In the sky above might be Greater Spotted Eagle, Red-headed 
Vulture or Crested Serpent Eagle.  Dusk may bring us Collared Scops-Owl, Dusky Horned-Owl or a nightjar 
or two.  

It is also an excellent place to watch mammals like Golden Jackal, Striped Hyaena, Fishing Cat, Jungle Cat, 
Nilgai, Sambar, Blackbuck and Wild Boar. The park is also rich in Otters, Monitor Lizards and during the 
cool winter months it is also possible to see large Indian Pythons sunning themselves. 

Accommodation: The Baagh, Bharatpur 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 7 - Friday 21st February : Bharatpur 
Morning birdwatching and photography from the hides in the lodge grounds.  

Afternoon birdwatching and game viewing in the Keoladeo Ghana National Park. 

Accommodation:The Baagh, Bharatpur 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 8 - Saturday 22nd February : Bharatpur 
Full day birdwatching and photography in the lodge grounds including use of the special night hides for 
nocturnal creatures. 

Accommodation:The Baagh, Bharatpur 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
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PHOTOGRAPHIC INDIA #1 TOUR PLAN

Day 9 - Sunday 23rd February : Bharatpur - Agra 
After breakfast drive to Agra. Visit the historic Agra Fort en route. This was built by Emperor Akbar, the maze of 
courtyards, mosques and private chambers of the fort echo the story of the Mughal Empire.Costruction of 
massive Agra Fort begun by Emperor Akbar in 1565, and additions were made until the time of his grandson, 
Shah Jehan. While in Akbar's time, the fort was principally a military structure, by Shah Jehan's time the fort had 
become partially a palace. 

Check into hotel and take lunch. 

Sunset view of The Taj Mahal - One of the wonders of the world, built by Emperor Shah Jehan in memory of 
his beloved consort Mumtaz Mahal, this beautiful musoleum is pure white marble and an architectural marvel. 
Construction of Taj begun in 1631and was not completed until 1653. Total 20000 people worked on the 
building. The Taj Mahal is considered as the finest example of Mughal architecture, a style that combines 
elements from Persian, Turkish, Indian and Islamic architectural styles.    While the white  domed marble 
mausoleum is most familiar, Taj Mahal is an integrated complex of structures and were completed around 
1648. Ustad Ahmad Lahauri is generally considered as the principal designer of Taj Mahal.  

Accommodation:Clarks Shiraz or similar 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 10 - Monday 24th February : Agra - Delhi 
Early morning sunrise visit to the Taj Mahal. After breakfast drive to Delhi and check into Hotel. 

Late evening transfer to airport for early morning flights a second transfer will be offered 

Accommodation:Ashok Country Resort or similar 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 11 -Tuesday 25th February :  Departure 

Transfer to airport for departure 

Meals included: Breakfast,

Gaur & Bengal Tiger
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FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR INDIA AND THIS TOUR

Further information about this tour will be sent to 
people once registration is confirmed. This includes: 

• General information for travellers to India 

• Contact list  

• Tour report  
Tour Inclusions and Exclusions - The tour fee is in 
Euros and is based on twin occupancy. Cost includes 
accommodation, meals as per the itinerary (some of 
these will be packed meals for early starts and days in 
the park) , transfers and sightseeing in AC vehicle as 
per programme,  Indian brand mineral water during 
park drives and long visits only, jeep safaris in Kahna 
National Park (4 pax per jeep), Cycle rickshaw in 
Keoladeo National Park, English speaking escort, 
entrance fees, still camera fees, group tips, all 
applicable Indian taxes (currently 5% GST), guide 
services & bird list. Flights are given as a separate cost 
and this is not guaranteed until booked and paid for.  

The fee does not include  international or domestic 
airfares (domestic airfares are given separately), 
airport taxes, visa fees meals before starting the tour, 
optional tips to local drivers and guides, excess 
baggage on domestic flights (15kg checked baggage 
only and excess is approximately €5.00 per kg) video 
camera fees (around €70,00 in total - this is a direct 
payment in the parks), phone calls, laundry, or other 
items of a personal nature, any change/new tax 
imposed by the government. 
Tour Registration – To register for this tour, 
complete the enclosed Registration/Release and 
Indemnity form and return it with a deposit of 
€500.00 per person. If registering by phone, a 
deposit must be received within fourteen days, or the 
space will be released. Once we have ascertained that 
the tour is viable and will go we will request your flight 
costs. The sooner we can buy our flights the better as 
this way we avoid price hikes as seat categories get 
filled. Although we can block seats for you we cannot 
hold them at a certain price.  Full payment of the tour 
fee is due 120 days out from the tour start date. 

Cancellation Policy – Refund of deposit and 
payment, less €250.00 handling fee and airfares if 
already purchased, will be made if cancellation is 
received up to 120 days before departure.  

If cancellation occurs between 119 and 70 days 
before the departure date, 50% of the tour fee is 
refundable. Thereafter, all deposits and payments are 
not refundable as we will have to pay in advance for 
services. 

This policy only applies to payments made to 
Sicklebill Safaris for the tour (and any services 
included in those fees). Airline tickets not included in 
the tour fee and purchased separately often carry 
penalties for cancellation or change, or are sometimes 
totally non-refundable. Additionally, if you take out trip 
insurance the cost of the insurance is not refundable 
so it is best to purchase the policy just prior to making 
full payment for the tour or at the time you purchase 
airl ine tickets, depending upon the airl ines 
restrictions. 

The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to 
departure, in which case full refund will constitute full 
settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to 
substitute another guide for the original one. Where 
this is necessary, notification will be given to tour 
members, and they will have the right to cancel their 
participation and receive a full refund. 
Trip Cancellation and Emergency Insurance - 
We strongly recommend you consider purchasing 
comprehensive trip insurance, which includes trip 
cancellation, loss or damage to baggage and 
property, missed flights and also medical insurance 
(including a medical evacuation option), to cover your 
investment in case of injury or illness to you or your 
family prior to or during a trip. Because we must remit 
early (and substantial) tour deposits to our suppliers, 
we cannot offer any refund when cancellation occurs 
within 70 days of departure, and only a partial refund 
from 70 to 119 days prior to departure (see 
CANCELLATION POLICY). 
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When making a decision regarding health 
insurance you should consider that many foreign 
doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior 
to providing service and that a medical evacuation 
to your home country may cost well in excess of 
AU$50,000. Uninsured travellers who require 
medical care overseas often face extreme 
difficulties. When consulting with your insurer prior 
to your trip, please ascertain whether payment will 
be made to the overseas healthcare provider or 
whether you will be reimbursed later for expenses 
that you incur.  

You are strongly advised to take out personal, 
health, baggage and holiday insurance before 
travelling. Please note Sicklebill Safaris does not 
accept responsibility or liability for any acts, 
omissions or defaults of service providers such as 
airlines, hotels, sightseeing, transfer, vehicle car hire 
services, or cruise lines and the like, whether 
negligent or otherwise, or for your acts, omissions, 
defaults, conduct, state of health, conditions or 
other circumstance or for any events beyond 
Sicklebill Safaris control. We will prepay your tour in 
advance and are happy to provide documentation 
for insurance purposes to prove we have paid for 
these services but will be unable to reimburse you 
ourselves. We will have paid the money you paid us 
out in good faith and will no longer have it at our 
disposal to refund you. 

Responsibility – For and in consideration of the 
opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour 
participant and each parent or legal guardian of a 
tour participant who is under 18 agrees to release, 
indemnify, and hold harmless Sicklebill Safaris, its 
agents, servants, employees, shareholders, officers, 
directors, attorneys, and contractors as more fully 
set forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement 
on the reverse side of the registration form.  

Sicklebill Safaris acts only as an agent for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, 
motorcar, motorcoach, boat, airplane, or other 
means, and assumes no liability for injury, damage, 

loss, accident, delay, or irregularity caused by 
defect in such vehicles or for any reason 
whatsoever, including the acts, defaults, or 
bankruptcies of any company or person engaged in 
conveying the passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the tour. Sicklebill Safaris accepts 
no responsibility for losses or additional expenses 
due to delay or changes in air or other services, 
sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other 
causes. The tour participant shall bear all such 
losses and expenses. Sicklebill Safaris reserves the 
right to substitute hotels of a similar category for 
those indicated and to make any changes in the 
itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by 
changes in air schedules. Sicklebill Safaris reserves 
the right to decline to accept or to retain any 
person as a member of any tour. Baggage is at 
owner’s risk entirely. 

Participants should be in good health and should 
consult a physician before undertaking a tour. If you 
have questions about the physical requirements of 
a tour, please contact our office for further 
information. Participants should prepare for the tour 
by reading the detailed itinerary, the information 
bulletin, and other pertinent matter provided by 
Sicklebill Safaris. Each participant is responsible for 
bringing appropriate clothing and equipment as 
recommended in our bulletins. 

THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE 
DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO THE ABOVE 
CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND 
EACH PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR 
PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN AND 
DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY 
AGREEMENT AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION. 

FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR INDIA AND THIS TOUR


