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PNG: A BRIEF OVERVIEW

SICKLEBILL  
SAFARIS

The country of Papua New Guinea comprises of 
the eastern half the island of New Guinea and a 
number of smaller islands and archipelagoes in the 
seas around it. In the past New Guinea has been 
joined to Australia by a land bridge and indeed 
shares many plants and animals, including marsupials, 
with it’s southern neighbour.  

People are thought to have first reached Papua New 
Guinea some 50,000 years ago settling first on the 
coast and then moving slowly up into the Highlands 
where individual clans got so isolated in tiny valleys 
divided by knife edge ridges that they each 
developed their own distinctive languages. Papua 
New Guinea has more languages (700+) than 
anywhere else in the world but today the language of 
education and government is English while Tok Pisin, 
a mixture of English, German and local languages, is 
commonly spoken except in the most isolated areas.  

In New Guinea all land is owned by someone, 
however this did not stop the western powers 
annexing it.  

The Dutch claimed the western half as part of the 
Dutch East Indies early in the 19th century, and an 
arbitrary line was drawn down the centre of the island 

splitting clans and language groupings, and making 
no effort to conform to topography or social structure. 
The Germans meanwhile annexed the top eastern 
quarter because it seemed like a good idea and the 
British the southern eastern quarter to act as a buffer 
for the newly emerging Australia. After the end of the 
First World War the entire eastern portion was put 
under an Australian mandate. On the 15th September 
1975 Papua New Guinea was given independence.   

New Guinea’s avifauna is one of the most exciting in 
the world. The island of New Guinea has more 
endemics than any other country (400+) and is home 
to some of the world’s most exotic and sought-after 
birds, the family Paradisaeidae. There are some 43 
members of this family, 36 of which can be found in 
Papua New Guinea, the rest being in the Indonesian 
province of West Papua, on the island of Halmahera 
and in Australia. Many of these birds are restricted to 
very limited areas and some are extremely hard to see 
so that special expeditions are needed to find them.
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TOUR INFORMATION
For the first time, we are offering this unique cultural 
show package. Our 5 day, 4 night tour takes in the 
local culture as well as the sites and places of interest 
around Wabag and Wapenamanda townships.  For 
those who would like to spend some time admiring 
the local birds extra days can be added at Kumul or 
Yasukom. Please request the extended itinerary and 
costs if you are interested in this option. 

Until only very recently, Enga Province and its people 
remained untouched by the outside world. It was in 
the 1930’s when Australian explorers first ventured up 
this way and in the 1950’s for modern development to 
start. 

With just a generation between now and “first 
contact”, this truly is the world’s last frontier, where 
traditional lifestyles and practices are still very much 
intact. This is what sets The Enga Cultural Show apart 
from all the other PNG Highlands shows - its pure 
authenticity – a showcase that is 100% Engan. 

Hosted in the provincial capital town of Wabag, 
surrounded by majestic escarpments, breathtaking 
scenery and pristine Highlands air, The Enga Cultural 
Show is staged annually over three days from Friday 
to Sunday on the second weekend in August. 
Although thousands of people attend the event each 
year, only a handful of these are outsiders. The Enga 
Cultural Show is still “undiscovered” by tourists, so 
visitors really do feel a special sense of intimacy from 
their show experience. You will be immersed back 
into another time as you wander the showgrounds 
and witness displays and demonstrations of important 
ancient rituals, arts and crafts and valuable traditional 
life skills. 

At the centrepiece of The Enga Cultural is a mind-
boggling mass display of traditional dance, where the 
cacophony of costumes, chants and beats will leave 
you with a lasting impression of the sheer diversity 
and vibrancy of Engan cultures and a deeper sense of 
connection with humanity’s past. 

                            
  

Costs will include: 
 All bus transfers from arrival to departure at  
 Wapenamanda airport 
 Drivers, guides, porters, site and entry fees for  
 all transfers, shows and tours 

 1 night’s accommodation in a Wing Room at  
 the Kumul Lodge,  

 2 nights’ accommodation at the Malyam Hotel  
 in Wabag,  

 1 night’s accommodation at the Yakusom   
 Resort in Suranki,  

 1 Full and 1 half day sight-seeing tours,  

 All meals from lunch on arrival to breakfast on  
 the final day. 

Costs do not include:  
 Optional extra nights accommodation in Port  
 Moresby if required. This will be an additional  
 cost which will depend on the hotel chosen) 

 Optional extra nights at Kumul Lodge or   
 Yasukom if required. 

 Flights – we can arrange for you at the best  
 available cost on the day of quote. Prices are  
 not guaranteed until paid in full. 

 Passport or visa assistance. We can advise you  
 on the required details. 

 Medication. We recommend that you see a  
 tropical health GP for advice.  

 Personal items such as sunscreen, insect   
 repellent, water purifying tablets etc. 

 Alcohol or any other drinks not mentioned in  
 the itinerary 

 Souvenirs 

 Airline excess baggage charges. 

 Tips (not expected, and only appropriate for  
 exceptional service) 
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TOUR INFORMATION (CONT.)
FLIGHTS 
Flights will be an additional cost and will depend 
very much on what route is taken and what seat 
categories remain when the bookings are made. It is 
best for us to book any Air Niugini flights out of 
Australia as we can access a special ‘excursion’ rate 
which means domestic flights are discounted. We can 
also book Air Niugini flights from Singapore, Japan, 
Hong Kong and Manila if you are coming from further 
afield. This will allow us to manage your booking in 
case of an emergency and means that we can get a 
cheaper price for the domestic flights as we will have  
attached them to your international ones. In addition, 
the international luggage allowances will usually be 
honoured and should Air Niugini cancel a flight they 
will look usually after your accommodation etc until 
you can catch the next one.  

DIFFICULTY 
This is not a difficult tour. Flights in and out of 
Wapenamanda can be affected by weather conditions 
especially during the wetter months of the year 
though rain can occur at any time. During the winter it 
can get very cold in the Highlands particularly at night 
The elevation of Kumul is 2861m. Bringing something 
warm to wear is a must! 
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TOUR PRICE & INFORMATION
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FLIGHTS COSTS:  
There are a number of different flight options available depending on were you are coming from. 

Flying from Port Moresby to Wapenamanda to Port Moresby the cost would be approximately AUD$525.00. 
Depending on seats available this price could increase. 

Flying from Cairns to Port Moresby to Wapenamanda to Port Moresby to Cairns the cost would be approximately 
AUD$940.00. Depending on seats available this price could increase. 

Flying from Brisbane to Port Moresby to Wapenamanda to Port Moresby to Brisbane the cost would be 
approximately AUD$1125.00. Depending on seats available this price could increase. 

* Note: We are selling this as a group tour, so we will advise the final price once we have closed the tour and final 
numbers are known.

Enga Show Package 1 Pax 2 pax 4 Pax 6 Pax 8 Pax 10 
Pax

12 or 
more

Core 4 night tour ex 
Wapenamanda airport.  

(No air)
$2225 $1415 $1295 $1175 $1095 $1050 $950

TOUR DURATION: 
4 Nights, 5 Days 

LAND COST (AUD):  
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PNG BIRDS & CULTURE TOUR PLAN

Day 1 – Wednesday 7th August 
Arrive Port Moresby. You will be met at the airport and transfer to your hotel for the night. 

Accommodation: Port Moresby 
Meals included: None 

Day 2 – Thursday 8th August 
After breakfast, check out of the hotel and transfer to the airport for either PX990 or CG1490. You will be met at 
Wapenamanda airport and taken by bus to the Kumul Lodge for lunch and birdwatching around Kumul area, 
where we expect to see some endemic species such as the Brown Sicklebill and Ribbon-Tailed Astrapia. Kumul 
Lodge is home to many of PNG endemic families. 

Accommodation: Kumul Lodge 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 3 – Friday 9th August 
After an early breakfast, we board the bus for a trip along the Highlands Highway and check in at the Malyam 
Hotel before heading off to the cultural showgrounds with a packed lunch and bottled water. You can expect to 
see more than 20 different performers from different parts of the Highland region. Back to the hotel after the show 
for dinner and rest.  

Accommodation: Malyam Hotel 
Meals included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 4 – Saturday 10th August 
Early morning breakfast then transfer to showgrounds for more cultural festivities until around lunch time. In the 
afternoon, we will do some site-seeing to the museum and sand painting centre. Back to the Malyam Hotel for 
dinner and rest. 

Accommodation: Malyam Hotel 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 5 – Sunday 11th August 
Early Breakfast, followed by a transfer to Yakusom Eco Resort in Surunki. We will visit Lake Surunki, the strawberry 
farm and warehouse, birding sites, and time permitting, the natural salt pond. Back to Yakusom for dinner and 
rest. 

Accommodation: Yakusom 
Meals Included: Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Day 6 – Monday 12th August 
Early morning breakfast and then we transfer to Wapenamanda Airport for PX991 or CG1495 to Port Moresby. 
Connections are available to Sydney and Brisbane, however, Cairns travellers will be required to stay tonight in 
Port Moresby.  

Accommodation: None 
Meals Included: Breakfast
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FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND THIS TOUR

Further information about this tour will be sent to 
people once registration is confirmed. This includes: 

• General information for travellers to Papua New 
Guinea 

• Contact list  
• Visa forms if required.  

Tour Inclusions and Exclusions - The tour fee is in 
AUD and is based on twin occupancy. Cost includes 
accommodation, transfers (within Papua New Guinea), 
meals as per the itinerary, site fees, guide services & 
bird list. Flights are given as a separate cost and this is 
not guaranteed until booked and paid for.  

The fee does not include airport taxes, visa fees 
(you will need to check your visa requires for Papua 
New Guinea), drinks, meals before starting the tour, 
optional tips to local drivers and guides, phone calls, 
laundry, or other items of a personal nature. 

Tour Registration – To register for this tour, 
complete the enclosed Registration/Release and 
Indemnity form and return it with a deposit of 
AU$500.00 per person. If registering by phone, a 
deposit must be received within fourteen days, or the 
space will be released. Full payment of the tour fee is 
due 120 days out from the tour start date .However, 
once the tour is viable we will ask for the non-
refundable cost of the flights so that we can buy them 
at the best prices possible. 

Cancellation Policy – Refund of deposit and 
payment, less AU$100 handling fee and airfares if 
already purchased, will be made if cancellation is 
received up to 120 days before departure. If 
cancellation occurs between 119 and 70 days before 
the departure date, 50% of the tour fee is refundable. 
Thereafter, all deposits and payments are not 
refundable as we will have to pay in advance for 
services. 

This policy only applies to payments made to Sicklebill 
Safaris for the tour (and any services included in those 
fees). Airline tickets not included in the tour fee and 
purchased separately often carry penalties for 

cancellation or change or are sometimes totally non-
refundable. Additionally, if you take out trip insurance 
the cost of the insurance is not refundable, so it is best 
to purchase the policy just prior to making full 
payment for the tour or at the time you purchase 
airl ine tickets, depending upon the airl ines 
restrictions. 

The right is reserved to cancel any tour prior to 
departure, in which case full refund will constitute full 
settlement to the passenger. The right is reserved to 
substitute another guide for the original one. Where 
this is necessary, notification will be given to tour 
members, and they will have the right to cancel their 
participation and receive a full refund. 

Trip Cancellation and Emergency Insurance - 
We strongly recommend you consider purchasing 
comprehensive trip insurance, which includes trip 
cancellation, loss or damage to baggage and 
property, missed flights and also medical insurance 
(including a medical evacuation option), to cover your 
investment in case of injury or illness to you or your 
family prior to or during a trip. Because we must remit 
early (and substantial) tour deposits to our suppliers, 
we cannot offer any refund when cancellation occurs 
within 70 days of departure, and only a partial refund 
from 70 to 119 days prior to departure (see 
CANCELLATION POLICY). 
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When making a decision regarding health 
insurance you should consider that many foreign 
doctors and hospitals require payment in cash prior 
to providing service and that a medical evacuation 
to your home country may cost well in excess of 
AU$50,000. Uninsured travellers who require 
medical care overseas often face extreme 
difficulties. When consulting with your insurer prior 
to your trip, please ascertain whether payment will 
be made to the overseas healthcare provider or 
whether you will be reimbursed later for expenses 
that you incur.  

You are strongly advised to take out personal, 
health, baggage and holiday insurance before 
travelling. Please note Sicklebill Safaris/PNG 
Holidays does not accept responsibility or liability 
for any acts, omissions or defaults of service 
providers such as airlines, hotels, sightseeing, 
transfer, vehicle car hire services, or cruise lines and 
the like, whether negligent or otherwise, or for your 
acts, omissions, defaults, conduct, state of health, 
conditions or other circumstance or for any events 
beyond Sicklebill Safaris/PNG Holidays’ control. We 
will prepay your tour in advance and are happy to 
provide documentation for insurance purposes to 
prove we have paid for these services but will be 
unable to reimburse you ourselves. We will have 
paid the money you paid us out in good faith and 
will no longer have it at our disposal to refund you. 

Responsibility – For and in consideration of the 
opportunity to participate in the tour, each tour 
participant and each parent or legal guardian of a 
tour participant who is under 18 agrees to release, 
indemnify, and hold harmless Sicklebill Safaris, its 
agents, servants, employees, shareholders, officers, 
directors, attorneys, and contractors as more fully 
set forth in the Release and Indemnity Agreement 
on the reverse side of the registration form.  

Sicklebill Safaris acts only as an agent for the 
passenger in regard to travel, whether by railroad, 
motorcar, motorcoach, boat, airplane, or other 
means, and assumes no liability for injury, damage, 

loss, accident, delay, or irregularity caused by 
defect in such vehicles or for any reason 
whatsoever, including the acts, defaults, or 
bankruptcies of any company or person engaged in 
conveying the passenger or in carrying out the 
arrangements of the tour. Sicklebill Safaris accepts 
no responsibility for losses or additional expenses 
due to delay or changes in air or other services, 
sickness, weather, strike, war, quarantine, or other 
causes. The tour participant shall bear all such 
losses and expenses. Sicklebill Safaris reserves the 
right to substitute hotels of a similar category for 
those indicated and to make any changes in the 
itinerary where deemed necessary or caused by 
changes in air schedules. Sicklebill Safaris reserves 
the right to decline to accept or to retain any 
person as a member of any tour. Baggage is at 
owner’s risk entirely. 

Participants should be in good health and should 
consult a physician before undertaking a tour. If you 
have questions about the physical requirements of 
a tour, please contact our office for further 
information. Participants should prepare for the tour 
by reading the detailed itinerary, the information 
bulletin, and other pertinent matter provided by 
Sicklebill Safaris. Each participant is responsible for 
bringing appropriate clothing and equipment as 
recommended in our bulletins. 

THE RECEIPT OF YOUR TOUR DEPOSIT SHALL BE 
DEEMED TO BE CONSENT TO THE ABOVE 
CONDITIONS. EACH TOUR PARTICIPANT AND 
EACH PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF A TOUR 
PARTICIPANT WHO IS UNDER 18 SHALL SIGN AND 
DELIVER THE RELEASE AND INDEMNITY 
AGREEMENT AT THE TIME OF REGISTRATION. 

FURTHER USEFUL INFORMATION FOR PAPUA NEW GUINEA AND THIS TOUR


